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BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 
April 17, 2008 
Cynthia Chow 

Kaneohe Public Library 
 

 Good Afternoon.  I am the Young Adult Librarian at Kaneohe Public Library, and 
although I specialize in Young Adult materials, programs and services, I have developed 
a love of adult as well as young adult mysteries.  As a result of this, the Friends of 
Kaneohe Library and the Hawaii State Public Library System have funded and enabled 
me to attend Malice Domestic, two Bouchercons, and three Left Coast Crime conferences 
as a part of continuing education and library program promotion.  All of these 
conferences are for the purpose of promoting mystery fiction among new and established 
authors, book sellers, librarians and fans.  At these conferences awards are given out for 
excellence in literature, and the Bouchercon’s Anthony, Barry, Shamus, and MaCavity 
Awards, Left Coast Crime’s Lefty and Malice Domestic’s Agatha Awards for best 
mysteries all acknowledge the best in mystery fiction and help promote the awarded 
mysteries.  These awards are the Oscars and Golden Globes of the mystery fiction world. 
 

 
Left Coast Crime Denver Awards Banquet 

From Left:  Authors Chris Grabenstein, Jeff Cohen, Jessica Cohen, Cynthia Chow 
(dressed for Aloha costume contest), Neil Plakcy, a fan, Donna Andrews 
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The Malice Domestic conference, held in Arlington, Virginia once a year, focuses on the 
more “cozy” mysteries written in the tradition of  Agatha Christie and are primarily, but 
not exclusively, written by and for women.  The Bouchercon conference is named after 
Anthony Boucher, a renowned mystery and science fiction writer, and the conference is 
one of the largest mystery conferences.  The Left Coast Crime conference is generally 
held on the left side of a continent (last year’s was held in Bristol, England) and 
specifically attracts West Coast writers. 
 
The last conference I attended was the March Left Coast Crime 2008 conference held in 
Denver, Colorado.  While the weather was definitely not the best, I attended this 
conference mainly because the theme of the March 6-12 2009 Left Coast Crime 
Conference will be Say Aloha to Murder and it will take place at the Waikoloa Beach 
Marriott Resort & Spa on the Big Island.  After becoming friends with the organizers of 
this conference I have [since] coordinated several programs and author signings with 
them and have involved [with the intention of involving] the Hawaii State Library 
System as much as possible. 
 
 After meeting numerous authors at these conferences I have been able to 
coordinate statewide author programs with Lee Goldberg, the executive producer of 
Diagnosis Murder, a scriptwriter for the television series Mr. Monk, and the author of the 
Mr. Monk novels, and with Jerrilyn Farmer, the author of a culinary mystery series who 
is now creating a mystery series with Joan Rivers.   An extremely popular “Meet the 
Author” program by Sujata Massey attracted over one hundred patrons to Kaneohe Public 
Library, and her next novel that will be published in May is set on Oahu and has her 
character Rei Shimura tracing her Okinawan roots. 
 

 
Left picture: Jerrilyn Farmer @ Kaneohe Library 

Right picture:  Max Allan Collins (author of Road to Perdition and CSI and Bones 
novelizations) and Lee Goldberg at Wisconsin Bouchercon 

 
 



 3 

 
Left picture:  Deborah Turrell Atkinson, myself, and Sujata Massey 

Right picture:  Dan Hale, Lee Child, and Robin Burcell at Chicago Bouchercon 
 

 With so many authors coming for the Left Coast Crime Conference on the Big Island I 
am planning to host as many programs as possible at Big Island Libraries as well as on 
Oahu and Maui, with more library  involvement planned as the date of the conference 
approaches.  I am hoping that grants from the Friends of the Library of Hawaii and other 
various Friends of the Library organizations will help fund these author programs. 
 
 In 2007 the first Sisters in Crime Hawaii chapter was created and based out of 
McCully-Moiliili Public Library.  Sisters in Crime was started in 1986 with the purpose 
of promoting female mystery authors.  Since then, it has expanded to include all mystery 
authors with 48 chapters worldwide.  Local mystery author Deborah Turrell Atkinson is 
the president of the Hawaii Chapter, I am the Vice President, and in the last year we have 
presented programs open to the public that have included lectures by the Sheriff’s 
Department K-9 unit, Lee Goff, a CSI-consulting forensic entobiologist, a District 
Attorney, former homicide detective and author Gary Dias, firearms experts, and literary 
agents.  The Sisters in Crime Hawaii [Sinc-HI] will be providing hospitality for the Left 
Coast Crime 2009 Conference. 

 
Sheriff’s K-9 Unit takedown and heeling at Sisters in Crime – Hawaii meeting 

 
In addition to author signings and programs, the organizers of Left Coast Crime 2009 
hope to have high school students from a local school attend the conference for a day, 
free of charge.  This would be based on the model of Bouchercon Alaska, Authors in the 
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Bush, which had authors flown out to rural schools so they could speak to students about 
writing and publishing.  We are also working on having authors visit schools in order to 
encourage students to pursue their love of writing. 
 
 Next year I hope to be able to take advantage of the hundreds of published and 
aspiring writers who will be on the Big Island in March.  One of the biggest deterrents to 
having author visits is the cost of flying them to Hawaii and hosting their stay.  With the 
writers spending a week on the Big Island we should be able to take advantage of their 
availability and eagerness to share their love of writing and reading.   We look forward to 
the many opportunities this conference will present for the Hawaii State Public Library 
System and our patrons! 
 
For an updated listing of services and programs provided by the Hawaii State Public 
Library, please visit http://www.librarieshawaii.org/.  If you’re interested in learning 
more about Kaneohe Public Library, please visit our website at 
http://hawaii.gov/kaneohepl/.  And finally, if you would like to know more about Left 
Coast Crime 2009 and the authors who have already registered, please go to 
http://www.leftcoastcrime.org/2009/.  Thank you, and if you have any questions, I will be 
happy to try to answer them for you!   


