
Good Afternoon, 
 

My name is Dawn Shibano. I am the Branch Manager of the Pahala Public and School 
Library and the supervising librarian of the Naalehu Public Library.  This report will share a little 
about the libraries in Ka’u, now and hopefully, the future. 
 
First, I’ll share a little about Pahala P/S Library. 
 

                           
                 [Pahala Public and School Library] 
 

I have the privilege of working daily with two dedicated employees.  Debra Wong Yuen 
who is our Library Assistant and Sherlene Rosario who is our Janitor. Together we strive to 
make the library an inviting place for both our public patrons and our school patrons. 
 

This past March, we celebrated our 45th anniversary with an afternoon of fun, games, 
entertainment and food. We had over 150 people come to the library to help us celebrate. 
 

A recent project coordinated with the high school art class resulted in a painted mural on 
a once hollow tile wall in the library. A photo of the art work will be published in an upcoming 
issue of our local Ka’u Calendar newspaper. 
 

                               
[Newly painted mural done by Ms. Fisher’s Senior and Junior art students] 

April 2008 
 



 
Debra Wong Yuen was one of the three recipients of the Excellence in Service Award 

that was given out in 2007 by the Friends of the Library of Hawaii.  
 
 
Now a little something about Naalehu. 
 

Lisa Cabudol is the Library Technician at Naalehu Public Library. Helen Woods is a 
temporary substitute Library Assistant.  Pahala’s janitor works double duty making sure 
Naalehu’s library stays clean, comfortable and inviting. 
 

Lisa was named the 2001 HSPLS Employee of the Year and like Debra, was a recipient 
of the Friends of the Library of Hawaii, Excellence in Service Award in 2007. 

      
   Lisa Cabudol and Debra Wong Yuen 

 
Imagine, if you will a construction trailer office. A space approximately 9’ high, 12’deep 

and 55’ wide.  That is the Naalehu Public Library. Naalehu may be one of the smallest libraries 
and open only 20 hours per week to the public, yet Naalehu’s circulation of library materials out 
numbers those of Pahala and is in par with Honokaa and Laupahoehoe Public Libraries, all of 
which have twice the public service hours, larger collection and work space. 

          
    [Exterior, Naalehu PL]                   [Staff work area]                        [Public use area] 
 

One of the main reasons Naalehu is so busy is due to the growing population of Hawaii 
Ocean View Estates (aka Ocean View), the neighboring community approximately 15 miles 
away.  The population - retirees and families looking for affordable homes – will only continue 
to grow. 

With this in mind, let’s move to the west where Ocean View is located.  The library 
system and most recently, the Friends of the Library of Hawaii, have been financially supporting 
a grassroots library being housed in the Hawaii Ocean View Community Center.  Over the past 5 
years since former branch manager, Martha Hoverson started the project, thousands of dollars 
have been spent toward the purchase and processing of adult, teen and children’s books for their 
collection.  The collection is circulated on a honor-based system and is open to the public 
Monday through Thursday from 8 am to 12 noon. 



 
  [Ocean View Comm. Center]    [Adult and Teen shelves]            [Children’s shelves] 
 

 In hopes of getting a public library into Ocean View for better service to the community 
and alleviate the crowds at Naalehu, I have begun scouting out sites for a possible store-front 
library in Ocean View.  Having such a start allows the public library to get into the community 
faster and gives much hope to a permanent library building. You may recall that the Salt Lake – 
Moanalua Public Library started as a store-front operation. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to share with you just a little of what is going on in Ka’u. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


