Book Buzz

With Carolyn Larson

Head Librarian at Lihue Public Library

Bringing you the buzz on new, popular and good books available at your neighborhood library. 

Book annotations are culled from online publishers’ descriptions and published reviews.

A Trip beyond Reality– January 26th   Column
Exploring the consequences of imagined worlds different than our own is the traditional purpose of science fiction writing, making it a literature of ideas. This rational writing about alternative possibilities includes future settings, alternative timelines, outer space, aliens, time travel, nanotechnology, robots, cyberpunk, apocalypse, post-apocalypse, alternate political and social systems, or dystopia. Science fiction challenges us to imagine with the author alternative realities and provides us with a means for understanding the world through speculation. Book Buzz this week reviews some new science fiction titles available on the shelves of your public library. It’s worth the trip.
Happy Reading!
[image: image13.jpg]Jree A

L
{13

8L

Haltin
S\Stat





Able One

By Ben Bova

Fiction Bova

When a nuclear missile launched by a rogue North Korean faction explodes in space, the resulting shockwave destroys the world’s satellites, throwing global communication into chaos. Can an experimental defense system stop the next missile strikes? What was originally to be a training flight with a skeleton crew turns into a desperate race to destroy the two remaining nukes. You may also enjoy Executive Intent by Dale Brown which pits the world’s superpowers in a contest for dominance in the space around Earth’s orbit.
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The Dream of Perpetual Motion

By Dexter Clarence Palmer

Fiction Palmer

Imprisoned for life aboard a zeppelin that floats high above a fantastic metropolis, the greeting-card writer Harold Winslow pens his memoirs. His only companions are the disembodied voice of Miranda Taligent, the only woman he has ever loved, and the cryogenically frozen body of her father Prospero, the genius and industrial magnate who drove her insane. 
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Far North 
By Marcel Theroux

Fiction Theroux

Out on the frozen arctic frontier of a failed state, Makepeace, the sheriff, and perhaps last citizen, patrols a city’s ruins, salvaging books but keeping the guns in good repair.  From humanity’s beginning to its possible end, this story is haunting, spare yet stubbornly hopeful and aware of the world’s fragility and beauty and its ability to recover from our worst trespasses. 
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Galileo’s Dream
By Kim Stanley Robinson

Fiction Robinson

From Renaissance Italy to the moons of Jupiter, Galileo is seen as the father of modern science. Ganymede, a charismatic renegade from the Jovian moons travels to the past to bring Galileo forward in an attempt to alter history and ensure the ascendancy of science over religion while Galileo still struggles against ignorance and superstition in his own time as well. Robinson illuminates the parallels between a distant past and an even more remote future. In the process he celebrates the human spirit and calls into question the convenient truths of our own moment in time.
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Halting State
By Charles Stross
Fiction Stross
In the year 2018 Sergeant Sue Smith is called in on a daring bank robbery at Hayek Associates, a dot-com company. The bank is located within the virtual reality land of Avalon Four and the prime suspects are a band of marauding orcs with a dragon in tow for fire support. The theft was supposed to be impossible and when word gets out Hayek’s virtual economies are going to crash hard. The powerful players, both real and pixilated, watch Smith’s every move because there is more at stake than just some game-head’s fantasy financial security… For another frightening near-future world try Daniel Suarez’s Daemon and Freedom.
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House of Suns
By Alastair Reynolds

Fiction Reynolds
Far in the future Abigail Gentian fractured herself into a thousand male and female clones which she called shatterlings. She sent them out into the galaxy to observe human empires and to gather back every two hundred thousand years to exchange news and memories. But Campion and Purslane are delayed in their way to a Gentian Line reunion, a coincidence that saves them from massacre. These survivors struggle to find and stop their enemies before the genocide can be completed. This is a fine example of a grand-scale space opera. 
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Hull Zero Three

By Greg Bear

Fiction Bear

A starship hurtles through the emptiness of space, its destination unknown and its purpose a mystery. Teacher wakes up wet and freezing. The dark halls are full of monsters but trusting other survivors he meets might be the greater danger. All he has are questions: Who is he? Where are they going? What happened to the dream of a new life? What happened to the woman he loves? What happened to Hull 03?
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Out of the Dark

By David Weber

Fiction Weber

A master sergeant prowling the back country of the Balkans and a firearms instructor and former marine find themselves at the center of a growing network of resistance against an invading force of alien carnivorous Shongari intent on annihilating the human race. 
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The Quiet War
By Paul McAuley 

Fiction McAuley
Who decides what it means to be human? In twenty-third-century Earth, ravaged by climate change political power has been grabbed by a few powerful families and their green saints. Millions of people are imprisoned in the teeming cities, millions more labor on Pharoic projects to rebuild ruined ecosystems. Outers, descendants of refugees from Earth’s repressive regimes have constructed a wild variety of self-sufficient cities on the moons of Jupiter and Saturn, scientific utopias with exuberant creations and the last outposts of democratic traditions. What happens as the two branches of humanity edge toward war? Also look for Gardens of the Sun, 
the sequel to The Quiet War.
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The Windup Girl
By Paolo Bacigalupi
Fiction Bacigalupi

Emiko is the Windup Girl, a strange and beautiful engineered being programmed to satisfy the decadent whims of a Kyoto businessman but now abandoned to the streets of Bangkok. Regarded as soulless beings by some, devils by others, New People like Emiko are slaves, soldiers, and toys to the rich in a chilling near future in which calorie companies rule the world. The oil age has passed, the side effects of bio-engineered plagues run rampant and calories have become currency. Bio-terrorism becomes a tool for corporate profits, and the genetic drift forces mankind to the cusp of post-human evolution. For more techno-people doing humanity’s dirtiest work try State of Decay by James Knapp. 
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Zendegi
By Greg Egan

Fiction Egan
In the near future, Nasim, a young Iranian scientist living in exile in the USA, works on a detailed map of the wiring of the human brain while Martin, an American journalist, covers Iranian elections. Fifteen years later Nasim has returned to Iran and is in charge of a virtual world known as Zendegi used by millions for entertainment and business. She pushes the company to create more lifelike characters. As controversy grows over the nature and rights of these software characters, tragedy strikes Martin’s family. Martin turns to Nasim, seeking a solution that no one else can offer…but Zendegi is about to become a battlefield.
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