Book Buzz

With Carolyn Larson

Head Librarian at Lihue Public Library

Bringing you the buzz on new, popular and good books available at your neighborhood library. 

Book annotations are culled from online publishers’ descriptions and published reviews.

Art in Fiction – Sept 7th  Column
Art in fiction has long been a subject for the author’s pen; from mysteries involving art heists or lost works of art to adventures involving archaeological treasures, and from novels inspired by art masterpieces to historical fiction about artists. Think The Agony and the Ecstasy by Irving Stone or The DaVinci Code by Dan Brown. Book Buzz this week offers a reading list of fiction inspired by artists and works of art—verbal works about visual arts.  These literary works explore the significance and the metaphors of art in personal and public life.  
Happy Reading!
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The Amber Room
By Steve Berry

Adult Fiction Berry

The legendary Amber Room is one of the art world’s finest treasures as well as one of its greatest mysteries. Commissioned in 1701 by Frederick I of Prussia, the Room was later perfected in the Russian imperial residence of Tsarskoe Selo. When German troops invaded the Soviet Union in 1941 they looted everything and seized the Amber Room. But when the Allies began bombing Germany in 1944, the Room was hidden. And despite the best efforts of treasure hunters and collectors from around the world it has never been seen again. Now Atlanta judge, Rachel Cutler, with ex husband in tow begin searching for the Amber Room, in a treasure hunt of epic proportions.  Sara Houghteling’s debut novel Pictures at an Exhibition follows a son who tries to recover his family’s lost masterpieces, looted by the Nazis during the occupation of France. His quest will reveal the disappearance of his closest friend, the heroism of his lost love and the truth behind a family secret. The author draws on the biography of the only French woman to work as a double agent inside the Nazis’ looted art stronghold. 
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The Dead Lie Down
By Sophie Hannah

Adult Fiction Hannah
Detective Sergeant Charlotte “Charlie” Sailer and Detective Constable Simon Waterhouse face one of their strangest cases in this thriller from Hannah. Ruth Bussey arrives at the police station in the English town of Spilling and explains that her boyfriend, painter Aidan Seed, confessed to murdering Mary Trelease. But when they learn that Mary, a reclusive painter, is alive and well the detectives start digging into Mary’s history and discover links to Aidan and the art world. Set in London’s vibrant art scene, Hannah melds her police procedural with a gothic-inspired whodunit. You may also be interested in Garden of Evil by David Hewson, in which a painting that bears all the hallmarks of a Caravaggio is found at a double homicide. Clues hidden in the canvas lead detective Nic Costa to make connections to the present case. From modern forensics to the realm of the Medicis the novel is steeped in Roman history.
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The Forgery of Venus
By Michael Gruber

Adult Fiction Gruber
In this intelligent art history thriller Gruber makes an imaginative and suspenseful examination of the boundaries between sanity and madness. He writes passionately about art and its history, about the shadowy lines that blur reality and unreality, and about the shifting nature of art and the complex nature of identity.   Talented painter Chaz Wilmot makes a modest living as a commercial artist in New York City. But when a former roommate offers him big bucks to recreate a Tiepolo ceiling in a Venetian palazzo, Chas moves to Italy. There he is drawn into an increasingly bizarre world of creation and forgery, obsession and deceit. Is he crazy or is he being manipulated in a scheme linked to unrecovered art stolen by the Nazis? For a novel that slips firmly over to the paranormal try The Hypnotist by M. J. Rose in which Lucian Glass, a special agent with the FBI’s Art Crime Team, on a case where a crazed art collector is destroying masterworks, goes undercover at the Phoenix Foundation, an organization dedicated to the science of past life study. In order to maintain his cover he submits to hypnosis and travels from ancient Greece to nineteenth–century Persia in journeys that change his understanding of reality and leave him at the center of an audacious art heist.
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The Marriage Artist

By Andrew Winer

Adult Fiction Winer
Art critic Daniel Lichtmann staked his career on an enigmatic artist named Benjamin Wind until the artist and Daniel’s wife, a Russian Jew and intrepid photographer, fall to their deaths from the roof of Wind’s New York studio. Were they lovers? Did they make a suicide pact? Faced with grief and mystery, Daniel searches out the truth.  His quest takes readers to the Vienna of 1928 where Josef, a boy of prodigious artistic gifts is put to work by his rascally grandfather painting illuminated marriage contracts. Josef’s adoring friend Max arranges for the charismatic “marriage artist” to marry Hannah as part of a plan to escape the Nazi terror and as the book’s two story lines converge, the reader is able to discern the central secret before it’s revealed. Winer writes about the mystical and memorializing powers of art, the fragile border between mortality and immortality, the endless hunger we call love, and about debts that can and can’t be paid.
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Midnight Angels
By Lorenzo Carcaterra

Adult Fiction Carcaterra
In the secret passageways of Florence, an American art historian discovers the find of a lifetime—Michelangelo’s three small sculptures—long rumored to exist but never before seen. Now she must risk everything to keep the treasures from falling into the hands of thieves.
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The Painter from Shanghai

By Jennifer Cody Epstein

Adult Fiction Epstein

Down the muddy waters of the Yangtze River and into the seedy backrooms of “The Hall of Eternal Splendor” through the raucous glamour of prewar Shanghai and the bohemian splendor of 1920s Paris, and back to a China ripped apart by civil war and teetering on the brink of revolution, this novel tells the story of Pan Yuliang, one of the most talented and provocative Chinese artists of the twentieth century, who lived at the intersection of great art and tumultuous modern history.  In The Painting by Nina Schuyler, read another Eurasian story of an artist, a soldier and the painting that changes their lives. In 1869 Japan a young woman escapes the confines of her arranged marriage by painting memories of the man she loves. When her husband, a talented potter and government official, arranges for his next delivery of wares to Europe, she hides her paining in the shipment. In France, the young clerk who opens the wooden crate from Japan discovers the brilliant watercolor. Now the lives of otherwise ordinary people are entwined as Schuyler reveals the enduring effects of art and beauty.
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The Portrait

By Iain Pears

Adult Fiction Pears

An influential art critic in the early twentieth century journeys from London to the rustic, remote island of Houat, off France’s northwest coast to sit for a portrait painted by an old friend, a gifted but tormented artist. Over the course of the sitting, the painter recalls their years of friendship, the double-edged gift of the critic’s patronage, the power he wields over aspiring artists, and his apparent callousness in anointing the careers of some and devastating the lives of others. The balance of power between the two men shifts as the portrait’s subject becomes passive and the painter struggles to capture the character as well as the critic’s image on canvas.
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Portrait of a Spy
By Daniel Silva
Adult Fiction Silva
Author Silva’s international operative Gabriel Allon stops at nothing to see justice done. This new installment of the popular series, is set against the disparate worlds of art and intelligence, moving swiftly from the corridors of power in Washington to the glamorous auction houses of New York and London to the unforgiving landscape of the Saudi desert. Robert B. Parker’s Boston P.I. Spenser in Painted Ladies agrees to protect art historian Ashton Prince during the exchange for cash of a rare Dutch painting held for ransom. When a bomb kills Prince during the botched exchange, Spenser naturally plans to even the score. But Spenser’s probing into the painting’s complex history, the world of art theft, Prince’s life and the museum that owned the painting leads to violent reactions.  
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Amber-Room-Novel-Steve-Berry/dp/0345504380/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1314655864&sr=1-1" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51aymaRaTbL._SL160_PIsitb-sticker-arrow-dp,TopRight,12,-18_SH30_OU01_AA160_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Painter-Shanghai-Novel-ebook/dp/B0041OTAYS/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1314656244&sr=1-1" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/41QWy8EqtxL._AA160_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/PORTRAIT-Pears-Author-Paperback-Published/dp/B005D5DWIO/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1314656329&sr=1-2" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/41wuAWeSrZL._AA160_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����











PAGE  
1

