Book Buzz

With Carolyn Larson

Head Librarian at Lihue Public Library

Bringing you the buzz on new, popular and good books available at your neighborhood library. 

Book annotations are culled from online publishers’ descriptions and published reviews.

Books of the Bible – June 22nd Column
This week Book Buzz notes various translations of the Bible and offers non-fiction titles about the development of the cannon over time: insights on the authors, editors, translators, and the contexts in which they worked. As the world’s most significant book, the Bible’s power is unsurpassed in world literature. With more than 6 billion copies published, it is also the best selling book in history. Sometimes called the Book of Books, it is a collection of the primary religious texts of Judaism and Christianity. There is no single Bible, as the individual books, their contents and their order vary between denominations. During the three centuries following the establishment of Christianity, Church fathers compiled Gospel accounts and letters of apostles into a Christian Bible which became known as the New Testament. No matter what your personal religious beliefs and practices, the Bible is an essential read; and understanding its origins, development and significance is integral to religious literacy. 
Happy Reading!
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And God Said
How Translations Conceal the Bible’s Original Meaning

By Dr. Joel M. Hoffman
221.052 Ho
Hoffman is wise and gentle as he exhibits the issue of distortion by way of translation. He unites biblical scholarship and translation theory, modern science and modern linguistics to help us understand what the prophets and our forebears were doing and how they wrote. He retrieves what the Bible really was and what it can be for us now.
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The Green Bible
Understanding the Bible’s Powerful Message for the Earth

Forward by Bishop Desmond Tutu
220.52043 Bi
This green-letter edition of the new revised standard version of the Bible comes with sections in green print highlighting the ways the books of the Bible speak directly to how we should think and act as we confront the environmental crisis facing our planet. In the tradition of red-letter editions that print in red Jesus’ direct statements, this edition is intended to equip and encourage you to see God’s vision for creation and help you engage in the work of healing and sustaining it. For another interesting version of the Bible try The Restored New Testament: A New Translation with Commentary, Including the Gnostic Gospels Thomas, Mary, and Judas by Willis Barnstone.
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God’s Secretaries

The Making of the King James Bible

By Adam Nicolson

220.5203 Ni
The turmoil of Jacobean England was the world which created the King James Bible; and King James the First of England, brilliant, ugly and peace-loving, saw his Bible translation project as a tool to unify his polarized kingdom. Meant to be a Bible for everyone, it also encompassed the English language’s first passionate maturity. About fifty scholars from Cambridge, Oxford and London did the work, drawing on many previous versions. Nicolson gives a fascinating account of how this group of near-anonymous divines, muddled, drunk, self-serving, ambitious, ruthless, obsequious, pedantic and flawed authors managed to come up with this extraordinary prose. You may also be interested in Misquoting Jesus: The Story behind Who Changed the Bible and Why by Bart D. Ehrman or The Making of the New Testament: Origin, Collection, Text and Cannon by Arthur G. Patzia.
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Jesus, Interrupted

Revealing the Hidden Contradictions in the Bible (and Why We Don’t Know About Them)

By Bart D. Ehrman

220.6 Eh

In author Ehrman’s introduction to this book he states that scholars have made significant progress in understanding the Bible over the past two hundred years; that the results of their study are routinely taught to graduate students and prospective pastors attending seminaries. Yet these facts of the Bible are largely unknown among the general population. As a result most Americans are somewhat ignorant of the Bible’s contents. This book is meant to help redress that problem. You may also be interested in God and Sex: What the Bible Really Says by Michael Coogan, editor of The New Oxford Annotated Bible. 
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The Letter and the Scroll
What Archaeology Tells Us about the Bible
By Robin Currie and Stephen G. Hyslop
220.93 Cu
This interesting collection of Bible stories connects archaeological evidence with names, places, and events in the Bible.  Wonderfully illustrated with archaeological treasures, it reveals how the written word, discovered in the records and decrees of ancient civilizations—can shed light on key Bible events and their place in the procession of human history. The Bible continues to challenge those who explore the historical and spiritual currents that converged long ago to produce it. It remains open to new interpretation as new discoveries are made.
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The Old Testament
A Very Short Introduction

By Michael Coogan
221.61 Co
From Oxford’s series of short introductions comes this exploration of the Old Testament, illuminating its importance as history, literature and sacred text. Coogan explains the differences between the Bible of Jewish tradition and that of the Christianity. He also looks at the rise of modern biblical scholarship, the recovery of ancient Eastern literatures and their significance for biblical interpretation, and how archaeological findings have placed the Old Testament in a larger and more illuminating context. For a more detailed encyclopedic look at every book in the Bible try The Bible Guide: An All-in-One Introduction to the Book of Books by Andrew Knowles.
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Out of the Garden
Women Writers on the Bible

Edited by Christina Buchmann and Celina Spiegel
221.6 Ou
For women, the Bible’s meaning is particularly complex. Traditionally, the Bible has been used to keep women in their place, yet it has also been a book of enduring inspiration. Throughout history women have been barred from interpreting the Bible, and if they have broken out of their silence, their voices have rarely been heard.  This is the first collection of essays in which women read and respond to the Bible, free to explore what is really relevant to women’s lives. Twenty eight women address the Old Testament stories, characters and poetry that mean the most to them and explore the best-selling book in fresh new ways.
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Story
Recapture the Mystery

By Steven James
220.9505 Ja
Professional storyteller James uses the power of imagery and the drama of narrative to tell the stories of The Bible. From creation to Christ’s birth and from his first miracle to eternity you will see familiar scenes from the Bible in a very different way.  
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/God-Said-first-Text-Only/dp/B004U6RFMG/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1308350496&sr=1-2-catcorr" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/31xA99kGVFL._SL160_AA160_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����








� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Bible-NRSV-B-NR-H-C-Harper-Bibles-Manufactured/dp/B001T35IYA/ref=sr_1_5?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1308350823&sr=1-5" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51M6ZRJ6bPL._AA160_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Jesus-Interrupted-Revealing-Hidden-Contradictions/dp/0061173940/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1308350902&sr=1-1" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/41d5O94av-L._SL160_PIsitb-sticker-arrow-dp,TopRight,12,-18_SH30_OU01_AA160_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����








� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Out-Garden-Women-Writers-Bible/dp/0449910172/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1308351098&sr=1-1" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51MMX63MKGL._AA160_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Gods-Secretaries-Making-James-Nicolson/dp/B004S30CIA/ref=sr_1_10?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1308350727&sr=1-10" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51BjWisuHYL._AA160_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����








PAGE  
1

