Book Buzz

With Carolyn Larson

Head Librarian at Lihue Public Library

Bringing you the buzz on new, popular and good books available at your neighborhood library. 

Book annotations are culled from online publishers’ descriptions and published reviews.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH – February 24th Column
In 1926 Carter G. Woodson, a noted African American historian, scholar, educator and publisher began Negro History Week. In 1976 the celebration became Black History Month which takes place in February to coincide with the birthdays of Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln.  Book Buzz this week salutes Black History Month with stories of and by contemporary and historic, factual or fictional African Americans. 
Happy Reading!
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A Mighty Long Way:
My Journey to Justice at Little Rock High School

By Carlotta Walls LaNier
379.26309 LaNier
When fourteen-year-old Carlotta Walls walked up the stairs of Little Rock Central High School on September 25, 1957, she and eight other black students would lead the nation on a turbulent path to integrate schools, challenge prevailing attitudes, break down barriers, and forever change the landscape of America. Simply getting through the front door was just the start of a heartbreaking three-year journey for Carlotta who shares with us for the first time her inspiring memoir.
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Dream:
The Words and Inspiration of Martin Luther King, Jr.
By Martin Luther King, Jr.

323.092 Ki

Much has been written about the preeminent humanitarian Dr. King and the fight for civil rights in America. Here you can read his own words which continue to inspire new generations.
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Dreams from My Father

By Barack Obama

973.04059 Obama Ob
This is a poignant, probing memoir of the Hawaii-grown and history-making current President of the United States. Unlike his previous autobiography, in The Audacity of Hope Obama shares personal views on faith and values, writes about politics and the compromises forced on politicians and offers a vision of the future that involves repairing a "political process that is broken" and “restoring a government that has fallen out of touch with the people.” For a broader context try The Breakthrough: Politics and Race in the Age of Obama by veteran journalist Gwen Ifill, who surveys the American political landscape and introduces emerging young African American politicians forging a new path to political power. For more on Obama and Hawaii see The Dream Begins by Stu Glauberman. And for more on other African Americans in Hawaii try They Followed the Trade Winds edited by Miles M. Jackson.
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Harriet Tubman:
The Road to Freedom

By Catherine Clinton   

973.7115 Tubman Cl
Finally, a major modern biography of this indomitable woman and her incomparable efforts on behalf of enslaved African Americans. Leading hundreds on the Underground Railroad from southern slavery to northern freedom, Harriet Tubman is a central figure in the struggle against slavery in America and is a rightful hero of American history. 
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The Making of African America:
The Four Great Migrations

By Ira Berlin

973.0496 Be
This sweeping new historical interpretation of the African American experience traces the paths by which Africans and then African Americans made and remade black life between the seventeenth and twenty-first centuries. A distinguished historian challenges the traditional presentation of a linear, progressive development of black America with his dynamic model of four massive migrational upheavals from Africa to America, Virginia to Alabama, Biloxi to Chicago and Lagos to the Bronx.
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Painting a Hidden Life:
The Art of Bill Traylor
By Meghal Sobel 

759.13 So
Born into slavery on an Alabama plantation, Bill Traylor worked as a sharecropper for most of his life but when he moved to Montgomery he changed his life, becoming a self-taught lyric painter of extraordinary ability and power. He sat on a street corner—old, ill, and homeless—and created over 1,200 paintings, which placed him among the rising stars of twentieth-century American artists. For another, but very different, artist’s life check out Michael Jackson: The Magic, The Madness, The Whole Story by Randy Taraborrelli.
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Slavery by Another Name:
The Re-enslavement of black people in America from the Civil War to World War II
By Douglas A. Blackmon
305.98607 B
Wall Street Journal bureau chief Blackmon presents a rivetingly written, terrifying history of six decades of racial degradation in the service of white supremacy and cheap labor, a sordid chapter in American history—the lease of (often falsely accused) convicts to commercial interests. The book reveals in devastating detail the legal and commercial forces that created this neoslavery along with deeply moving and totally appalling personal testimonies of survivors.
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Push:
A Novel

By Sapphire
Adult Fiction S
A relentless, remorseless, and horrific yet hope-filled and inspirational story, this book is the basis of the highly acclaimed movie Precious.  A 16 year old pregnant by her father with her second child, meets a determined and highly radical teacher who takes her on a journey of transformation and redemption. For other recent fiction about the African American experience try the varied On My Terms by Shirley Hailstock, Not Even if You Begged by Francis Ray, Ms. Etta’s Fast House by Victor McGlothin or Stand the Storm by Breena Clarke.  
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