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Head Librarian at Lihue Public Library

Bringing you the buzz on new, popular and good books available at your neighborhood library. 

Book annotations are culled from online publishers’ descriptions and published reviews.

BOOKS 2 MOVIES – March 24 Column
Most people know that the stories behind the popular Alice in Wonderland, Harry Potter or Twilight movies originated as books. Perhaps less known are other fantasies that made their way into film: The Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis, Eragon by Christopher Paolini or The Golden Compass by Philip Pullman. This week Book Buzz offers a few more books recently made into movies. How often have you exclaimed that you loved a particular movie, only to hear someone reply, “Yeah, but the book was better?” Is the book always better than the movie? Are there times when the movie speaks more clearly than the book? Why not see for yourself by both reading the book and seeing the movie? The following list can get you started or you can ask your neighborhood librarian for more such titles. You may also enjoy taking in a free Lihue Library Film Club movie and discussing the art of storytelling in more depth. Ask for a film schedule at Lihue Library.  
Happy Reading!
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The Blind Side
Evolution of a Game

By Michael Lewis

796.33209 Le

The young man at the center of this extraordinary and moving story will one day be among the most highly paid athletes in the National Football League. When we first meet him, however, he is destitute, cannot read and doesn’t know his real name or birthday. After a rich, Evangelical, Republican family plucks him from the mean streets, their love alters his life. This is the real story behind the 2009 movie of the same name for which actress Sandra Bullock won her first best-actress Oscar.
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Diary of a Wimpy Kid
Jeff Kinney

Juvenile Fiction Ki
The story of middle school student Greg Heffley began in 2004 as a web comic then made its way to print as a laugh-out-loud "novel in cartoons.” Greg takes readers through an academic year's worth of junior high drama by a diary that his mother forces him to keep. The illustrations serve as a hilarious counterpoint to Greg's often deadpan voice. The next three books in the series are Roderick Rules, The Last Straw and Dog Days.
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Imperial Life in the Emerald City
Inside Iraq’s Green Zone
By Rajiv Chandrasekaran

956.70443 Ch
This revealing account of the post-invasion administration of Iraq by a former Baghdad bureau chief for the Washington Post focuses on life in the Green Zone, the American enclave in central Baghdad. A National Book Award finalist, Chandrasekaran’s intimate perspective permeates this history of the Coalition Provisional Authority and the tenure of presidential viceroy L. Paul Bremer between May 2003 and June 2004--an all-too-avoidable disaster, in which an occupational administration selected primarily for its loyalty to the Bush administration routinely ignored the reality of local conditions. The fictionalized film Green Zone starring Matt Damon is based on this book.
[image: image14.jpg]MILHAEL
Lewiz




[image: image15.jpg]



Journey to the Center of the Earth
By Jules Verne

Juvenile Fiction Ve

The recent movie of the same name starring Brendan Frasier was based on this classic 1864 French science fiction novel in which Professor Von Hardwigg, along with his nephew and guide, journey through lava tubes into the earth encountering ever more ancient fantastic beasts as they go through ever more ancient geological layers of earth.  Verne’s book itself was inspired by Charles Lyell's 1863 Geological Evidences of the Antiquity of Man.
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The Lightning Thief
From the Percy Jackson and the Olympians Series 
By Rick Riordan 

Young Adult Fiction Ri
Mythology and the modern world collide in this rollicking 2005 young adult novel that was recently brought to life on the big screen by director Chris Columbus. This is the epic quest for justice by Percy Jackson your basic below-average, misfit student whose family life is a mess and who's misunderstood by everyone except his best friend. When Percy discovers he is a demigod and wanted for the theft of Zeus’s lightning bolt, he quickly finds himself at the center of a dangerous argument of the gods. The series continues with Sea of Monsters(2006), The Titan’s Curse(2007), The Battle of the Labyrinth(2008) and most recently The Last Olympian(2009).
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The Lovely Bones
By Alice Sebold

Adult Fiction Se

This haunting and heartbreaking debut novel unfolds from heaven where Susie, a recently murdered teen, keeps watch over her grieving family and friends, as well as her brazen killer and the sad detective working on her case. The book works as an odd yet affecting coming-of-age story. While her family disintegrates with their grief, Susie struggles to accept her transformation into death. The movie of the same title, featuring a star-studded cast, is in theaters now. Sebold’s latest book is The Almost Moon.
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Push
By Saphire
Adult Fiction Sa
Poet and singer Saphire’s first novel, this is the story of a girl named Precious, an obese, illiterate, brutalized, HIV-positive Harlem teenager who is pregnant for the second time with her father’s child. Under the mentorship of a lesbian miracle worker Precious learns to voice her long suppressed feelings in a journal. And as her language skills improve, she finds sustenance in writing poetry, in friendships and in support groups. Sapphire has created a remarkable heroine in Precious, whose first-person street talk is by turns blisteringly savvy, rawly lyrical, hilariously pig-headed and wrenchingly vulnerable. First-time actress, Gabourey Sebide, brings Precious to life in the multiple-award-winning movie version.
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Shutter Island
By Dennis Lehane
Adult Fiction Le
This 2003 blistering page-turner by Boston-area novelist Lehane is set in a federal institution for the criminally insane occupying a small island in the inner harbor. Adroit master of the psychological thriller, the author makes the horrors of the mean streets pale in comparison to the workings of the human mind. The story was transformed into a movie by noted director Martin Scorsese and starring Leonardo DeCaprio. Lehane’s earlier Mystic River spawned another successful film directed by Clint Eastwood. The latest Lehane: The Given Day.
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The Time Traveler’s Wife
By Audrey Niffenegger 

Adult Fiction Ni
Niffenegger’s inventive tale works on three levels: as an intriguing science fiction concept, a realistic character study and a touching love story. A librarian with "Chrono Displacement" disorder suddenly disappears without warning at random times, and finds himself in the past or future. This leads to some wonderful paradoxes. Did the story translate well to film? You be the judge. Look also for Niffenegger’s recent book, Her Fearful Symmetry. 
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Blind-Side-Sandra-Bullock/dp/B002VECM6S/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=dvd&qid=1268962843&sr=1-1" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51iW2jwHPbL._SL160_AA115_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Lovely-Bones-Alice-Sebold/dp/B001BMXFX0/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1268950279&sr=1-2" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/418KTn5FxcL._SL160_AA115_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Push-Novel-Paperback-Sapphire-Author/dp/B002ZCHUWW/ref=sr_1_20?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1268950339&sr=1-20" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/41V%2Bs7pJNnL._SL160_AA115_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Shutter-Island-Dennis-Author-Lehane/dp/B002VZ4HMY/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1268950381&sr=1-3" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/21O31I7TEQL._SL160_AA115_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Blind-Side-Later-Printing-Evolution/dp/B002PXJQOG/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1268948467&sr=1-2" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/21pPiy7P2gL._SL160_AA115_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Lightning-Thief-Movie-Jackson-Olympians/dp/142313494X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1268950141&sr=1-1" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51k95IcTMyL._SL160_PIsitb-sticker-arrow-dp,TopRight,12,-18_SH30_OU01_AA115_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����











� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Time-Travelers-Wife-Rachel-McAdams/dp/B001HN69C2/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=dvd&qid=1268963119&sr=1-1" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51obBLIk9dL._SL160_AA115_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����














� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Time-Travelers-Wife-Audrey-Niffenegger/dp/1615232427/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1268950471&sr=1-3" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51YjfwnwXLL._SL160_AA115_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Diary-Wimpy-Kid-Jeff-Kinney/dp/0810993139/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1268949817&sr=1-3" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51kXQP0WEHL._SL160_PIsitb-sticker-arrow-dp,TopRight,12,-18_SH30_OU01_AA115_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Precious-Based-Novel-Push-Sapphire/dp/B002VECM4A/ref=sr_tr_1?ie=UTF8&s=dvd&qid=1268963059&sr=1-1" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51YyYJO1EPL._SL160_AA115_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Journey-Center-Earth-ebook/dp/B0012NSP2E/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1268950039&sr=1-4" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51CjoHThrYL._SL160_AA115_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����








� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Journey-Center-Earth-Brendan-Fraser/dp/B0016Q2D5M/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=dvd&qid=1268962985&sr=1-1" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/61Yo9VyP9iL._SL160_AA115_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Imperial-Life-Emerald-City-IMPERIAL/dp/B001TIIFWW/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1268949878&sr=1-3" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/413TSLswD7L._SL160_AA115_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
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