Book Buzz

With Carolyn Larson

Head Librarian at Lihue Public Library

Bringing you the buzz on new, popular and good books available at your neighborhood library. 

Book annotations are culled from online publishers’ descriptions and published reviews.

BOOKS for BROWSERS– July 21th Column
A miscellany is a collection of various items, parts, or ingredients, especially one composed of diverse literary works. Books of trivia such as Ripley’s Believe It or Not, literary anthologies of essays, short stories or poetry such as Frederick B. Wichman’s Kauai Tales, or other collections of information on a certain theme or directed at a certain audience, like the recently popular Dangerous Book for Boys by Conn Iggulden, are all miscellanies. Characterized by short complete segments, a reader can drop in at any place in the book and find morsels that do not require reading the book from start to finish. Book Buzz this week offers a miscellany of good browse-able books available at your neighborhood library. And, by the way, remember that a library itself is a miscellany of books and other resources carefully tailored by one or more professional librarians to address the needs of a particular community. 
Happy Browsing!
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The Bedside Book of Beasts:
A Wildlife Miscellany

By Graeme Gibson

591.53 Gi
The complex connection between the hunter and the hunted is the subject of this collection of breathtaking works of art and literature which capture the power, grace, and inventiveness of both predators and their natural prey. The volume includes myths, fables, poetry, nature and travel writing, journals, sacred texts and works of fiction. For more animal info, try out Alturistic Armadillos, Zenlike Zebras: A Menagerie of 100 Favorite Animals by Jeffrey Moussaieff Masson, A School of Dolphins by Charles Avery or Amazing Rare Things: The Art of Natural History in the Age of Discovery from David Attenborough.
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Excuse Me, But I Was Next: 

How to Handle the Top 100 Manners Dilemmas 

By Peggy Post

395 Po

In this easy reader, the folks at the Emily Post Institute offer clear solutions for life’s inevitable awkward moments. Also look for The Civility Solution: What to Do When People Are Rude by P.M. Forni or Isn’t It Their Turn to Pick Up the Check?: Dealing with All of the Trickiest Money Problems between Family and Friends by Jeanne Fleming.
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The Greatest Science Stories Never Told:
100Ttales of Invention and Discovery to Astonish, Bewilder & Stupefy
By Rick Beyer

500 Be

This collection from the archives of the History Channel is filled with fascinating, famous or forgotten figures and Eureka! moments that changed our world forever. Also look for Physics of the Impossible: A Scientific Exploration into the Worlds of Phasers, Force Fields, Teleportation and Time Travel by Michio Kaku or Why Don’t Penguins’ Feet Freeze: And 114 Other Questions from Free Press. 
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Professor Stewart’s Cabinet of Mathematical Curiosities

By Ian Stewart

510 St
This miscellany of intriguing mathematical games, puzzles, stories, and factoids includes logic, geometry, numbers, probability, mathematical culture, things to do and things to make.  You can dip in at almost any point. Short essays here and there explain some of the recent breakthroughs featured prominently in the media. For more math try out Number Freak: From 1-200: The Hidden Language of Numbers Revealed by Derrick Niederman or Real–Life Math: Everyday Use of Mathematical Concepts by Evan M. Glazer.
[image: image17.jpg]Your
America

Aay J




Sea Survival Handbook
By Keith Colwell
613.69091 Co
From preparation and prevention to response and rescue, this guide includes definitions, clear and simple illustrations, and helpful checklists. It covers how to handle heavy weather for situations at sea, damage control, repairs, gear, man-overboard searches, raising the alarm, abandoning ship and survival techniques. Also look for The Homeowner’s Hurricane Handbook by Bob Stearns or Just in Case: How to Be Self-Sufficient When the Unexpected Happens by Kathy Harrison.
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Stolen Voices:

Young People’s War Diaries, from World War I to Iraq 

Edited by Zlata Filipovic

302.2309 St
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Anne Frank’s diary proved to the world that war takes on a profound and unforgettable immediacy when captured by a young chronicler. This book presents fourteen diaries of adolescents coping with war edited by a woman whose own Zlata’s Diary of wartime Bosnia, stunned the world when it appeared in 1993. Look also for War Letters: Extraordinary Correspondence from American Wars edited by Andrew Carroll or The Slaves’ War: The Civil War in the Words of Former Slaves by Andrew Ward.
Torn Wings and Faux Pas:
A Flashbook of Style, A Beastly Guide through the Writer’s Labyrinth

By Karen Elizabeth Gordon
428.2 Go
The author of The Transitive Vampire, a grammar guide, now offers an alphabet of English language style and usage and a rescue for perplexed writers in an orgy of orthography led by her creatures of imagination. This is a surprisingly delightful read, reference or browser. Also look for Eats Shoots and Leaves: The Zero Tolerance Approach to Punctuation by Lynn Truss or try out Literary Hoaxes: An Eye-Opening History of Famous Frauds by Melissa Katsoulis.  
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What I Know Now:
Letters to My Younger Self
Edited by Ellyn Spragins
305.42 Wh
In this collection, extraordinary women share the wisdom they wish they’d had when they were younger. Look also for Us: Americans Talk about Love edited by John Bowe or Love Letters of Great Women and Love Letters of Great Men. You may also enjoy The Elder Wisdom Circle Guide for a Meaningful Life: Seniors across America Offer Advice to the Next Generations edited by Doug Meckelson or Relationship Obits: The Final Resting Place for Love Gone Wrong edited by Kathleen Horan.
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Your America:
Democracy’s Local Heroes
By John Siceloff and Jason Maloney
303.48409 Si
From the program NOW on PBS television comes this collection of inspiring stories of civic activism from real life heroes across the country. For more on social action try The 2010 State of the World: Transforming Cultures from Consumerism to Sustainability from the Worldwatch Institute
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Stolen-Voices-Peoples-Diaries-STOLEN/dp/B001TI762W/ref=sr_1_9?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1279576153&sr=1-9" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/41NvukeaLEL._SL160_AA115_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Greatest-Science-Stories-Never-Told/dp/0061626961/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1279575916&sr=1-1" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51MzzeUki%2BL._SL160_AA160_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Excuse-Me-But-Was-Next/dp/0060889160/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1279575863&sr=1-1" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51AKMKVtgbL._SL160_AA115_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/What-Know-Now-Letters-Younger/dp/0767917901/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1279576262&sr=1-1" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51q9%2B-AQt%2BL._SL160_PIsitb-sticker-arrow-dp,TopRight,12,-18_SH30_OU01_AA115_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Your-America-Democracys-Local-Heroes/dp/0230614388/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1279576347&sr=1-1" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/511QSmmJULL._SL160_PIsitb-sticker-arrow-dp,TopRight,12,-18_SH30_OU01_AA115_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/RYA-Survival-Handbook-Keith-Colwell/dp/1905104316/ref=sr_1_8?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1279576055&sr=1-8" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51M2mJBoZ-L._SL160_AA115_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����








� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Professor-Mathematical-Curiosities-PROFESSOR-Paperback/dp/B002VKY968/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1279575988&sr=1-2" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51ntRly4ttL._SL160_AA160_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����








� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Torn-Wings-Faux-Pas-Flashbook/dp/0679442421/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1279576219&sr=1-1" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51WP8FK5NGL._SL160_AA115_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Bedside-Book-Beasts-Wildlife-Miscellany/dp/0385665164/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1279335479&sr=1-3" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/61jrbb4k3OL._SL160_AA160_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
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