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Bringing you the buzz on new, popular and good books available at your neighborhood library. 

Book annotations are culled from online publishers’ descriptions and published reviews.

Hitting the Books; Applying for College – November 24, 2010 Column
It’s that time of year again… shorter days, more rain, parents and students working on college applications...  Help at every stage of the college application process is available at your public library: choosing a career path, preparing and planning for college, investigating schools, taking entrance exams, filling out applications, writing your college essay, applying for financial aid and scholarships, and learning how to make the best of your college experience.  Browse Lihue Library’s Colleges and Careers section, sign in to an online database, or ask your neighborhood librarian to help you hit the books.
Happy Reading!
CHOOSING A CAREER PATH
_________________________
Top 100 Careers for College Graduates:
Your Complete Guidebook to Major Jobs in Many Fields

By Michael Farr

Careers 331.702 Fa

You will find lots of useful materials at your neighborhood library for help choosing a career path including books like the latest edition of this guide or the latest Occupational Outlook Handbook put out the by US Department of Labor. You will also find scores of books explaining and exploring specific careers such as Career Opportunities in Library and Information Science by Allan Taylor, Your Career in Nursing: Get the Most Out of Your Nursing Career Today and Tomorrow by Annette T. Vallano, or So You Want to Be a Scientist by Philip A. Schwartzkroin.

PREPARING FOR COLLEGE 
_________________________

How to Study:
Discover How Your Personal Learning Style Can Help You Succeed

By Ronald Fry
YA 371.3028 Fr

Hone your study skills before you really need them at college by reviewing a good study guide such as the above, Keys to College Studying: Becoming an Active Thinker by Carol Carter or the Research Paper Handbook by James D. Lester.
PLANNING FOR COLLEGE
___________________________
What To Do When for College:
A Student and Parent’s Guide to Deadlines, Planning and the Last Two Years of High School

By Edward B. Fiske & Bruce G. Hammond

Colleges – 378.161 Fi

Be on top of the college application process by planning out your schedule which may include a rewarding idea from The Complete Guide to the Gap Year: The Best Things to Do between High School and College by Kristin M. White.
TOURING COLLEGES

____________________

Visiting College Campuses

By Janet Spencer

Colleges 378.73 St

If you planning on touring college campuses before choosing a school, learn when to go, how to get there, where to stay, and how to get the most from your visit from this helpful guide. 
CHOOSING WHERE TO APPLY
____________________________

The Best 373 Colleges:
From The Princeton Review

Colleges-378.73 Be

A number of directories to national colleges and universities are available at your library including the latest editions from major publishers Princeton Review, CollegeBoard and Insider’s Guides. Use these to identify and compare institutions. There are also special guides to choosing schools such as Finding the Best Business School for You by Everette E. Dennis, Creative Colleges: A Guide for Student Actors, Artists, Dancers, Musicians and Writers by Elaina Loveland or the latest edition of the Book of Majors that describes fields of study and lists the schools that offer them.

COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMS
___________________________

ACT or SAT?:
Choose the Right Exam for You
By Josh Bornstein

378.1662 Bo
For better or worse, entrance exams, such as the SAT, ACT or PSAT, are currently part of the higher education process.  Test scores can be improved by knowing what to expect on the exam, developing a good test strategy, and refreshing your knowledge in areas where you need it most. Look for the book listed above or for others such as Up Your Score: The Underground Guide to the SAT by Larry Berger. You may also find valuable information on this topic using subscription databases available from the Hawaii State Public Library System’s website. Try the Testing and Education Reference Center, the Professional Development Collection or the Vocational and Career Collection. 
THE APPLICATION PROCESS FOR PARENTS & STUDENTS
______________________________________________________

The Portable Guidance Counselor:
Answers to the 284 Most Important Questions About Getting into College

From the Princeton Review

Careers 378.16109 Po

Look for this title at your public library. Like having an experienced veteran of the college application process, a good guide can give you confidence, help you save time and money and even enjoy the application process. You may also be interested in Making It into a Top College: 10 Steps to Gaining Admission to Selective Colleges and Universities by Howard Greene or The Community College Companion: Everything You Wanted to Know about Succeeding in a Two-Year School by Mark C. Rowh or a specialty guide such as College Admissions for the High School Athlete: A Step-by-Step Guide by Jack DiDalvo.
COLLEGE ESSAYS

_________________

The College Application Essay

By Sarah Myers McGinty

Colleges 378.1616 Mc

Get tips on writing the best application essay you possibly can with advice from the experts. Or read actual winning essays in College Essays that Made a Difference from The Princeton Review.
FINANCING COLLEGE

_____________________

Paying for College:
Practical, Creative Strategies

By Barbara Gottfried Hollander

Careers 378.38097 Ho
For many students, financing for a college education is pieced together from a variety of sources. Investigate some of the many options using a guide from your local library. Also look for Getting Financial Aid: Scholarships, Grants, Loans & Jobs from CollegeBoard or Saving/Paying for College by Sheryl Garrett. Or search for scholarship appropriate for your situation in general or specialized directories to funders such as Winning Scholarships for College: An Insider’s Guide by Marianne Ragins or Scholarships for Asian-American Students: A Guide to More than 10,000 Scholarship Awards Worth More than $1 Billion.
FAFSA ONLINE

______________

Filing a Free Application to Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) online will result in a letter describing what federal student aid you may be eligible for. The folks at FAFSA are encouraging aid seekers to file the fafsa online at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Follow the clear directions on the website. If you stop by Lihue Library a librarian can help you get started with this process. 
WHAT TO EXPECT
___________________
College Dorm Survival Guide:
How to Survive and Thrive in Your New Home Away from Home

By Julia DeVillers

Colleges 378.1987 De
Read up on college campus life and get tips from students and parents who’ve been there. You will find a choice of College survival guides at your library. Besides the listed book, look for How to Survive Your Freshman Year: A Hundreds-of-Heads Survival Guide, I’ll Miss You Too: The Off-to-College Guide for Parents and Students by Margo E. Bane Woodacre or the downloadable e-book Letting Go: A Parent’s Guide to Understanding the College Years by Karen Levin Coburn.
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