Book Buzz

With Carolyn Larson

Head Librarian at Lihue Public Library

Bringing you the buzz on new, popular and good books available at your neighborhood library. 

Book annotations are culled from online publishers’ descriptions and published reviews.

Online Homework Help – July 21th Column
With a new school year upon us, now is a good time to bone up on resources to make your homework happen… happily. Whether you are a student, parent or teacher this week’s Book Buzz list of online subscription databases is your ticket to homework gold. The Hawaii State Public Library System (HSPLS) pays for subscriptions to more than sixty useful web-based resources available free from any public library or from home. Together, these databases provide access to a mind-boggling amount of verified information organized in logical, searchable formats… nothing at all like randomly surfing the Web. What’s more, you can see the proper research citations for the sources with just one click of the mouse. In order to access these databases from outside an HSPLS library, you will need your HSPLS library card number and PIN (Personal Identification Number). Book Buzz lists just a handful of electronic resources that are good homework helpers for students of all ages. 
Happy Studying!
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Britannica Learning Zone, a Section of Britannica Online

Target: Pre-Kindergarten

This fun and colorful Learning Zone, geared for the very young, is mostly visual and audio. It has four modes: Explore, Play, Read, and Draw. It includes a handy guided tour of the site’s features for parents or teachers.
Elementary School

[image: image14.png]., Literature
5 Resource;
Center




Britannica Online – Elementary School Edition
Target: Elementary Students
This online student version of the well-known encyclopedia provides easy access to the Elementary Encyclopedia Britannica, with articles, photographs and video clips targeted to elementary school students. It features a user-friendly home search page that also allows browsing. There is a dictionary module and a handy workspace function. It includes a teacher’s resources section.
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Kids Search 
Target: Kindergarten – Grade 5
On this simple, colorful and attractive information site for children there is both a basic and an advanced search, as well as a mode to browse within general class subject areas.  There is also a folder zone where students can collect and save their searches. Resources include books, magazine articles, newspapers, images and a dictionary. A teacher resources area is included. Its smart and easy.
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Searchasaurus

Target: Pre-Kindergarten – 5th Grade
A little more simplistic, this information collection for young students sports a colorful and cutesy search interface with site graphics on the dinosaur theme. It supports both a basic word search and browsing in subject areas. The resources include books, magazine and newspaper articles, and TV transcripts. There is a dictionary and an image bank. The teacher resources search on the Searchasaurus page link to other professional and education databases.
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Primary Search
Target: Elementary Students
The Ebsco Host search page that powers this primary school informational database is the same search page used by academics. It is complicated and dismal but it supports sophisticated searching if you know how to use it. The data consists of more than three dozen different Ebsco databases so there is a huge amount of information available. Searches from Primary Search only return results written for primary school children so the articles are age appropriate even if the user interface is not. 
Middle School
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Britannica Online – Middle School Edition
Target: Middle School
The basic search and the browser on this middle school edition of Britannica Online actually searches Compton’s Encyclopedia, a children’s encyclopedia published by Britannica. But additional information is also available from the Britannica Concise Encyclopedia, images and media clips. The search page is simple and straightforward, if not creative, but the site graphics are aimed at middle-schoolers. There is a dictionary module, a biography section, a cool timeline maker and a handy workspace function. The Teachers’ Resources integrate curriculum information and link to online teaching and learning tutorials. 
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Middle Search Plus 

Target: High School and College

Like Primary Search, this database uses the Ebsco Host search page that is used by academics. It is complicated and dismal but it supports sophisticated searching if you know how to use it. The data consists of material from more than three dozen Ebsco databases so there is a huge amount of information available. Middle Search Plus only returns results written for middle school children, and labeled with reading level indicators, so the articles are age appropriate even if the user interface is not. 
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Student Research Center

Target: Grades 6-12
Appropriate for both middle and high school, this database presents a clean, interesting academic looking search page that allows basic or advanced searches of any or all magazines, newspapers, biographies, books and encyclopedias, TV and radio transcripts, country reports, primary source documents, photographs and maps. There is a subject browse, a dictionary, and a personal folder system. The teacher resources link to an advanced search of several professional and education databases. 
High School
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Biography Resource Center

Target: High School, College and Teachers
This handy and straightforward biography database combines extensive original publisher biographies with full-text articles from hundreds of periodicals. It allows basic or advanced searches by name, or part of a name, to quickly find multiple sources on a given person. It also allows a browse by category such as Olympians-Winter or Authors-Children, or by biographical traits such as nationality or birth place.  Citations for the sources are conveniently listed.
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Book Collection Non-Fiction
Elementary, Middle and High School Editions

Target: High School 
If you know how to use dismal and complicated Ebsco Host search page you can access this collection of high interest titles on careers, health, life skills, ethnicity, disabilities, adventure, sports, technology, biographies, music, science, history, civics and more. This database has separate editions for elementary, middle and high school that are geared to those levels. The full text of books, chapters, or references is available online for most of the entries and proper citations are one click away. 
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Britannica Online – High School Edition
Target: High School
This online version of the well-known encyclopedia provides easy access to Encyclopedia Britannica and Britannica Year Book articles, images and video clips targeted to high school students. It features a user-friendly home search page that also allows browsing. There is a dictionary module and a handy workspace function.
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CQ Researcher

Target: High School, College and Professionals
Organized like an active online news magazine this stunning collection of information and analysis on current events and contemporary issues from Congressional Quarterly can be searched or browsed by topic and date. There is an overlay of pro and con opinion from notables available, an issue-tracker feature and a CQR search widget. The site comes fully-loaded with interactive features. An excellent grown up research tool.
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Gale Virtual Reference Library

Target: High School, College and Professionals
Gale provides searchable full text access to a large number of reference books on all topics including subject encyclopedias, biographies, almanacs, chronologies, statistics, government, humanities, arts and sciences, music, films, and countries around the world. The resource provides a basic search, a search of subjects and an advanced search in a no-nonsense format. This is a handy desktop tool for students as well as professionals.
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History Resource Center – US and World

Target: High School, College and Teachers
Both the US module and the World module of the History Resource Center present with pleasant, understandable and multi-faceted search pages. From this page you can initiate a basic, person, subject or advanced search, you can browse a chronology with short articles on each date entered, you can select and search a particular history reference work, or browse a spotlight section. There is a dictionary, a research guide and a faculty guide, and easy access to the list of sources. Wow!
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Literature Resource Center

Target: High School, College and Adults
This academic style database of authors and works of literature uses the same no-nonsense search page as the Gale Virtual Reference Library. Unique to this database is a search of literary works. After selecting a particular work you can view literary criticism, author biographies, overviews, news and reviews, and media for that author and literary work. The site also hosts a powerful literary index to world literature. From a reader’s or teacher’s perspective the database, NoveList, is a wonderful search tool packed full of features for readers. It has separate sections for younger kids, older kids, teens and adults. Genre searches, read-a-likes, titles in book series, curricular connections, book discussion guides and all manner of book lists make this source a treasure for readers.  
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