Book Buzz

Genre Fiction Explorer

September 20, 2010

Dear readers, 
You may know that the Hawaii State Public Library System offers a service called “Hot Picks,” which purchases a copy of the most popular new books for each library branch (or every other branch).  This week, I offer my suggestions for “Warm Picks”—in other words, books that may not be as high in demand, but should be!  Why not try reading one and tell me whether you agree?  
Happy reading!

Michelle 

Mystery
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The Beekeeper’s Apprentice by Laurie R. King (1994)
Sherlock Holmes is a popular figure to resurrect in contemporary literature, and this must be one of the most well-done re-imaginings of this iconic character.  In this series opener, a retired Holmes relaxes in the English countryside tending to his bees.  Little does he realize that he will meet his intellectual match in the surprising form of orphaned fifteen-year-old Mary Russell.  When Russell insists that Holmes let her assist with his cases, he very reluctantly accepts. However, when a villain from Holmes’ past reappears, intent on killing both the renegade detective and his new partner, Holmes finally acknowledges that Russell’s mind and talents are a necessary help to his survival.

While this book is classified as a mystery, it has broad appeal and will probably interest readers of mainstream or “literary” fiction (I use the quotation marks because “literary” is a nebulous term and implies that genre fiction is somehow lesser in quality, which is far from true!).  The Holmes-Russell partnership will probably delight readers who enjoy quirky characters. If you’d like to read more, the story continues in O Jerusalem (1999). For those who can’t get enough, King is still publishing new adventures in this series; in fact, her latest effort, The God of the Hive, was just released several months ago.
Suspense/Thriller
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In the Woods by Tana French

A twelve-year-old girl has been murdered in the woods near a Dublin suburb, and police officers Rob Ryan and Cassie Maddox investigate. Nobody except Maddox knows Ryan’s secret: his two childhood friends disappeared in the same woods twenty years ago, where he was found alone, bloodied, and with no idea of what happened.  Ryan believes that solving this new case will offer clues to the eerily similar mystery of his past.  Determined to learn more, he denies that his emotional involvement is causing him to unravel psychologically. 
This book’s cover features the words “In the Woods” with tree branch-like elements fading out from the letters.  On second glance, these sprawling branches resemble synapses found in the brain, which is appropriate because the story emphasizes the memories—or lack thereof--of its protagonist. 
Be warned that Ryan is an unreliable narrator and this story does not have a neatly wrapped-up ending, which may frustrate some readers; on the other hand, these two elements make for a potentially great discussion!
Romance
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Match Me If You Can by Susan Elisabeth Phillips

Tired of dead-end jobs, Annabelle Granger is determined to successfully run the matchmaking business she inherited from her grandmother.  She hopes to boost her reputation by enlisting sports agent Heath Champion--Chicago’s most eligible bachelor--as her newest client.  Heath has little time to pursue the trophy wife he desires, so he gives Annabelle a shot even though he’s already signed a contract with the ruthless Portia Powers of Power Matches.  Even though Ms. Powers offers Heath an extensive network of attractive and accomplished women, Heath may instead be won over by one scrappy matchmaker-in-the-making.

Phillips is one of the reigning queens of contemporary romance, known for her Chicago Stars series featuring professional football players--and the dynamic women who captivate them. Each of the titles is marked by the witty banter that is a trademark of Phillips’ writing.  If you are searching for a story like Pride and Prejudice with a contemporary twist, you may be well pleased by Match Me If You Can and other books in the series.
Fantasy
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The Name of the Wind (Kingkiller Chronicles, Day 1) by Patrick Rothfuss

A wandering scholar is rescued from a large demonic spider by Kote, the reclusive keeper of Waystone Inn.  The scholar, a biographer named Chronicler, recognizes Kote as legendary hero Kvothe and begs him for his extraordinary life story, which includes growing up in a traveling troupe that is decimated by demons called the Chandrian, struggling to survive on the streets of port city Tarbean, and studying at the prestigious University, where he secretly scours the library to learn more about the evil creatures that murdered his family—so he might one day avenge their deaths.

This is the first in an epic fantasy trilogy that has been much admired by the author’s peers, including Orson Scott Card, Ursula K Le Guin, and Kevin J. Anderson, for its detailed world-building, complex hero (or anti-hero), and pure storytelling magic. Kvothe’s adventures continue in The Wise Man’s Fear, which will be published in March 2011.
Science Fiction
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Speaker for the Dead by Orson Scott Card


Filled with remorse for unwittingly destroying an entire species, Ender Wiggin now roams the universe as the Speaker for the Dead, serving as a eulogist committed to telling the whole truth about each individual’s life. The Speaker is summoned to the planet of Lusitania by xenobiologist Novinha Ribeiros to speak for her mentor Pipo, who has been killed by pequeninos, the sentient pig-like species they have been studying.  When Ender arrives, he discovers a colony that is deeply prejudiced against both the alien pequeninos and the Ribeiros family. While preparing to speak for the dead, he also falls in love with icy-mannered Novinha.  He decides to stay on Lusitania to care for her children and to defend the increasingly vulnerable pequeninos.

I appreciate this book because of the author’s jaw-dropping insights into human behavior and relationships.  It would serve as great fodder for a dialogue about cross-cultural misunderstanding or anthropological ethics. Fans of the military strategy-minded Ender’s Game should know that this is a different book--both in subject and tone--although is possibly even more excellent in its own right.
Michelle Young earned her Masters in Library and Information Science from the University of Washington, and currently works as a Library Assistant at the Lihue Public Library.  She is always glad to hear what you are reading, and to help you find another good book!
