Book Buzz

With Carolyn Larson

Head Librarian at Lihue Public Library

Bringing you the buzz on new, popular and good books available at your neighborhood library. 

Book annotations are culled from online publishers’ descriptions and published reviews.

IN THE SPIRIT OF POETRY – April 28st    Column
Poems for the 2010 Garden Island Poetry Contest rolled in at Lihue Public Library last week in response the 2010 poetry challenge to write a chant. Poetry contest winners will be announced at an awards ceremony held on Monday, May 3 at 6:00 p.m. at Lihue Library when prize winners will be asked to read their poems. The public is welcome.  In the spirit of poetry, Book Buzz this week provides a list of recent poetry titles available from your neighborhood library. 

Treat yourself!
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77 Love Sonnets 
By Garrison Keillor

811.6 Ke

“The sonnet is a durable good,” says the author and America’s favorite teller of Lake Wobegon tales, as fifty years later the Shakespeare sonnet, memorized when he was 16, about the redemptive power of love in the face of shame, is still in his head. This very delightful collection of sonnets is certain to bring a smile.  Or swing your topical target 180 degrees for Beloved on the Earth: 150 Poems of Grief and Gratitude edited by Jim Perlman.
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Essential Pleasures

A New Anthology of Poems to Read Aloud

808.81 Es

Edited by Robert Pinsky
Pinksy has assembled an astonishingly vital, enjoyable, and centuries-spanning array of poems cleverly organized by form. Here are beautiful, mournful, and funny love poems; narrative poems; odes; complaints; celebrations; parodies; and insults by both celebrated and obscure poets. A CD of Pinsky’s expert readings accompanies the book, but the point is to do it yourself. Other poetry anthologies can be found in 100 Essential Modern Poems by Women edited by Joseph Parisi, or Poets’ Corner: The One-and-Only Poetry Book for the Whole Family compiled by John Lithgow You may also enjoy an annual edition of The Best American Poetry from Simon and Schuster, compiled each year by a guest editor. These are anthologies of the best new poems published in American Literary magazines in the previous year.
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A Free Life 

By Ha Jin 
AF Baker
Since emigrating from China in the aftermath of Tiananmen Square, this is the award-winning author’s first “American” novel. It is the story of a young Chinese immigrant poet who eventually finds himself the owner of a Chinese restaurant. The story unfolds slowly as it explores the meaning of a truly free life.  For other novels featuring poets try The Anthologist by Nicholson Baker or Invisible by Paul Auster.
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Mars Being Red
By Marvin Bell
811.54 Be
Bell’s uninhibited imagination, wide-ranging methods and gritty curiosity have always taken on diverse subjects. This collection is the most political book of Bell’s storied career and one of his most beautiful. Appalled by our government’s military aggression, Bell asks: “What / shall we do, we who are at war but are asked / to pretend we are not?” If you dig the mix of poetry and politics you may also want to try Harold Pinter’s Death etc. which brings together Pinter’s most poignant political writings. 
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Sea Change: 

Poems
By Jorie Graham
811.54 Gr
In this startling and original new collection Graham brings us to the once-unimaginable threshold at which civilization as we know it becomes unsustainable. She asks how the human spirit might persist with this realization. For collections from other seasoned American poets try Queen of a Rainy Country by Linda Pastan, Red Bird by Mary Oliver, Behind My Eyes by Li-Young Lee or The Rose that Grew from Concrete by Tupac Shakur.
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The Shadow of Sirius

By W.S. Merwin 
811.54 Me

Hawaii resident and master poet Merwin turns toward his own past in this rich new collection. With no punctuation and a solitary launching capital letter, these elegant poems are built to the measure of breath and sweep the page like palm fronds. For more from Hawaii poets look for Haunani-Kay Trask’s Night is a Sharkskin Drum or Catherine Lo’s Learning to Be Content. Or try out A Field Guide to the Wildlife of Suburban O’ahu by Joseph Stanton.
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Transcendental Studies
A Trilogy
By Keith Waldrop
811.54 Wa
This complex and absorbing work from a major force in American avant-garde poetics won the National Book Award. It is lauded for its steady thought and for its phrasing -- the poem’s heart beat.  For another National Book Award-winning poet look for What Love Comes To by the 92-year-old Ruth Stone. Or try Words by the Water by William Jay Smith, a former United States Poet Laureate.
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World’s End
By Pablo Neruda

Translated by William O’Daly

861.62 Ne
Chilean author Neruda, arguably Latin America’s greatest poet, won the 1971 Nobel Prize in Literature. This book-length poem looks both inward and out in a quiet but potent celebration of the resilience of the human spirit. For other world poetry translated to English try The Golden Boat by Rabindranath Tagore, Mountains of the Heart by Kameda Bosai, Strong in the Rain by Kenji Miyazawa, Contemporary Russian Poetry: An Anthology edited by Evgeny Bunimovich or Black God, Black Night: an Anthology of Vietnamese Poetry edited by Nguyen Do. 
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