Book Buzz

With Carolyn Larson

Head Librarian at Lihue Public Library

Bringing you the buzz on new, popular and good books available at your neighborhood library. 

Book annotations are culled from online publishers’ descriptions and published reviews.

Made in China – February 2nd Column
With Chinese New Year around the corner our thoughts turn to China and we are reminded of the impressive volume of new writing from and about China. Be sure to look for one of the titles on in this week’s Book Buzz at your local library.

Remember to stop by the Friends of Lihue Public Library Spring Used Book Sale this weekend, February 4, 5, & 6 to pick up some previously read books at great prices. Book sale proceeds go to support the programs and services of your public library. 
Happy Reading!
[image: image13.jpg]



City of Tranquil Light

By Bo Caldwell

Historical Fiction Ca

Will Kiehn, a humble farmer from the Midwest, felt a call from God in 1906 and moved to the vast North China Plain as a missionary. There he is surprised by love and weds a strong and determined fellow missionary, Katherine, who is also a dedicated nurse.  Early in their marriage they are witness to the crumbling of a 2000 year old dynasty which plunges the country into years of civil war. They face hardships that continually test them both spiritually and physically. Told through Will and Katherine’s alternating view points and inspired by the lives of the author’s maternal grandparent, this is a tender portrait of a young marriage set against the backdrop of a beautiful but torn nation. 
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Country Driving

A Journey through China from Farm to Factory

By Peter Hessler

303.4832 He

No place in the world is changing as fast as China; and in this book New Yorker writer Hessler provides a fascinating portrait of a society in which everybody, it seems, is on the move tearing off into the future with only the sketchiest of maps and no one quite sure of the rules. In an epic road trip following the Great Wall across northern China, he surveys dilapidated frontier outposts from the imperial past, the transformation of village life, and mushrooming factory towns, all while barely surviving the advent of the nation's uniquely terrifying car culture. For another China travelogue, try J. Maartin Troost’s misadventures in Lost on Planet China. 
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Darkness under Heaven

F. J. Chase

Fiction Ch
"Heroism is just having to do something drastic to keep from getting killed," says security consultant Pete Avakian to his dinner date, Dr. Judy Rose, on a night out in Beijing. And just as they are getting to know each other, chaos erupts in the street. China has launched missiles at Taiwan and a long history of tension has given way to war. Pete and Judy are confronted by hostile youths, and an act of self-defense puts them on the run from the authorities in a country crazed with conflict. Their only chance of survival is to work together to escape a country gone mad…even if that means taking drastic action. Other new thrillers set in China include The Expediter by David Hagburg and Rock Paper Tiger by Lisa Brackmann.
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Dreaming in Chinese
Mandarin Lessons in Life, Love and Language

By Deborah Fallows

495.18342 Fa

Veteran traveler Fallows was not prepared for the surprises involved in learning Mandarin, China’s most common language, but she discovered that studying the language of her adopted home provided small clues to deciphering the behavior and habits of its people and conundrums of its culture. Fallows unravels Chinese culture by explaining the intricacies and subtleties of Mandarin. Her husband and Atlantic Monthly correspondent, James Fallows offers a candid outsider’s take on contemporary China in Postcards from Tomorrow Square: Report from China, an entertaining and richly illustrated investigation of what distinguishes China from other Asian nations and what causes the dissonance between how China sees itself and how it is viewed by the rest of the world, particularly the U.S. He takes on Chinese reality television, school systems, and incisive economic analysis. 
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Heroes of China’s Great Leap Forward: Two Stories
Edited by Richard King

895.1352 He

This book features contrasting narratives of the most ambitious and disastrous mass movement in modern China. The first story celebrates the Great Leap as a time of optimism, dynamism and shared purpose. In contrast, the second story portrays the Great Leap’s darker side: the horror of a famine that killed tens of millions of the nation’s peasants.
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Lake with No Name

By Diane Wei Liang  

Fiction Liang

Nineteen-year-old Wei grew up in a remote work camp with her parents during the oppressive days of the Cultural Revolution. Then, as a student, she was allowed to study and write poetry. It was beside the Lake with No Name that Wei met Dong Yi. As their relationship deepened the specter of government repression loomed once again. Student demands for freedom and transparency met with ominous official warnings. And on June 4, 1989, tanks rolled into Tiananmen Square. It was a day that would see the end of lives, dreams -- and a tortuous romance between two idealistic spirits. This is author Liang's remembrance of her role in the democratic movement and of the friends and lovers who stood beside her and made history on that terrible day. Liang has published several other titles including the recent Mei Wang mystery The Eye of Jade.
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The Painter from Shanghai

By Jennifer Cody Epstein

Fiction Ep

This debut novel, set in early 20th-century China, fictionalizes the life of Chinese painter Pan Yuliang. Orphaned at a young age, sold into prostitution by her uncle, and soon the concubine of a customs inspector who sets her up in Shanghai, she enrolls in the Shanghai Art Academy, and eventually wins a scholarship to study in Europe. But when she returns to China, itself inching toward revolution, the conservative establishment is critical. The historic detail is woven throughout nicely captures the plight of women in the era. 
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Pearl of China

By Anchee Min

Fiction An

As a girl in Maoist China, the author was ordered to denounce Pearl S. Buck; now she offers a sketch of the Nobel laureate's life from the point of view of fictional Willow Yee, a fiercely loyal friend. See also Pearl Buck in China: Journey to The Good Earth by Hilary Spurling.
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Under Fishbone Clouds

By Sam Meekings

Fiction Me

Meekings’s debut novel explores a Chinese couple’s marriage before, during and after the Cultural Revolution told from the perspective of the Kitchen God who has been challenged by the Jade Emperor to unravel the mysteries of the human heart. Through even the longest of separations and hardships the couple’s love endures, proving that the human spirit can rebound from the direst of circumstances. For another drama set in China try The Girl from Junchow by Kate Furnivall.
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Painter-Shanghai-Jennifer-Cody-Epstein/dp/0393335313/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1296521960&sr=1-1" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/41u1Z3C-2lL._SL160_PIsitb-sticker-arrow-dp,TopRight,12,-18_SH30_OU01_AA160_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
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