Book Buzz

With Carolyn Larson

Head Librarian at Lihue Public Library

Bringing you the buzz on new, popular and good books available at your neighborhood library. 

Book annotations are culled from online publishers’ descriptions and published reviews.

Mysteries Around the World– April 6th Column
This week Book Buzz makes a round-the-world mystery tour, leaving behind the LA to New York crowd to sample something abroad.  From Scotland to Japan to and from Bangkok to Venice check out these sleuths. Some are rookies, others well seasoned, but all are interesting characters and make a worthwhile book.
Happy Reading!
[image: image13.jpg]Fever





About Face

By Donna Leon

Garbage is the focus of this eighteenth installment of Leon’s entertaining mystery series featuring Commissario Guido Brunetti, illuminating the author’s ongoing concern about the environment. 
The Venetian policeman gets involved in intertwining cases involving dangerous environmental hazards, and a dangerous underworld as he works to solve a thorny murder case. The plot-driven story also captures the atmosphere of Venetian daily life. Leon’s Guido Brunetti mystery series begins with Death at La Fenice.
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Asia Hand

By Christopher G. Moore

When an American cameraman is found murdered in Bangkok at the height of Thailand’s Chinese New Year celebrations, ex-pat private investigator Vincent Calvino learns that the victim, whose death is glamorized by the media, had recently captured footage of a shocking execution. This gritty story follows the series debut Spirit House.
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Fever of the Bone

By Val McDermid

This nail-bitter is the sixth in a series beginning with Mermaids Singing in which Scottish detective chief inspector Carol Jordan teams up with criminal profiler Dr. Tony Hill. Fever of the Bone features RigMarole (the British equivalent of Facebook) as an effective social networking site for serial killers. The increasingly complex and indefinable relationship between Tony and Carol provides a strong emotional undercurrent and McDermid demonstrates that she’s as adept with matters of the heart as she is with murder.  
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The Fires of the Gods
 By I.J. Parker

Irene Parker’s suspenseful mystery series set in eleventh century Japan features Ministry of Justice senior secretary Lord Sugawara Akitada. This is the eighth in a series that begins with Rashomon Gate. Akitada’s ailing wife is expecting a child and when he loses his job and tries to confront the nobleman who is responsible for his dismissal, he ends up suspected of his murder. With no income and a growing family to support, Akitada desperately plunges into the investigation of this crime, aided by his faithful servant Tora, and inadvertently places not only his own life, but also the lives of his wife and child in grave danger.
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The Man with the Baltic Stare

By James Church

Ordered out of retirement to Pyongyang to cover up a crime of passion committed by the young leader of a transitional government vital to a tenuous peace agreement between the two Koreas, state security officer Inspector O finds his life threatened when the case tests his loyalties. This is number four in Church’s series that begins with A Corpse in the Koryo.
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Murder in Passy

By Cara Black

Full of French political intrigue, Black's atmospheric eleventh Aimée Leduc investigation finds the Paris PI's world turned upside down with the arrest of her godfather and longtime mentor, Commissaire Morbier, for murder. Leduc’s efforts to vindicate him lead her to police corruption, a terrorist group, and a kidnapped Spanish princess. The Aimee Leduc series begins with Murder in the Marais.
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A Trace of Smoke 
By Rebecca Cantrell

Set in 1931 Berlin, Cantrell's scrupulously researched debut tolls a somber dirge for Weimar Germany in its last days. In the Hall of the Unnamed Dead, Hannah Vogel, a 32-year-old crime reporter for the Berliner Tageblatt, recognizes a photograph of a naked corpse on a riverbank as that of her beloved brother, Ernst, an unabashedly gay transvestite cabaret singer. In her search for Ernst's killer, Hannah uncovers his sexual connections from newly recruited young Nazis to the highest levels of the Nazi party. Hannah and Anton, a five-year-old waif who claims Ernst was his father, along with her tender lover, Boris, tread an ominous tightrope as Cantrell unveils the best and the worst of the German character, setting the humanity of decent Germans, Jews and gentiles alike, against the Nazis' raw savagery and mindless militarism. This unforgettable novel, which can be as painful to read as the history it foreshadows, builds to an appropriately bittersweet ending. This is the first in a series to feature crime reporter Vogel.
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Wings of the Sphinx

By Andrea Camilleri

Number eleven in the Salvo Montalbano mystery series, which begins with The Shape of Water, features Sicilian policeman, Inspector Montalbano, who is becoming increasingly disillusioned with his violent career and his on-again, off-again relationship with girlfriend Livia. He investigates the shooting death of a young woman whose tattoo links her to the underworld sex trade and three Eastern European women brought to Italy to work as dancers. Were the women rescued by a prominent Catholic charity, or is the charity a front for an even larger scam? Camillieri’s deft hand with tragicomedy remains the distinguishing feature of this entertaining series.
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