Book Buzz

With Carolyn Larson

Head Librarian at Lihue Public Library

Bringing you the buzz on new, popular and good books available at your neighborhood library. 

Book annotations are culled from online publishers’ descriptions and published reviews.

SHORT AND SWEET – May 5th Column
Trim and tidy may be mighty but letting it all hang out is definitely easier…and I mean that in a literary way. Like shrinking the size of your wedding guest list or editing down your cherished autobiography, triumph in the short story form is nearly always more difficult to achieve than greatness in the novel. Yet, the short story continues to beckon and challenge writers. Book Buzz this week rambles through a variety of recent short story collections that have received praise from some quarter. All titles from the wacky to the sublime are available at your friendly neighborhood library. 

Happy Reading! 
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Because I Love Her

34 Women Reflect on the Mother-Daughter Bond

Edited by Andrea N. Richesin

306.8743 Be
In this intimate collection of stories, women of all ages explore the complex relationship of mothers and daughters. The beauty of these works is the realization that, despite mothers, good and bad, all these women remain hopeful—for themselves, their mothers and their own children. Also look for Brothers: 26 Stories of Love and Rivalry edited by Andrew Blauner, Forever Sisters: Famous Writers Celebrate the Power of Sisterhood with Short Stories, Essays and Memoirs edited by Claudia O’Keefe or The Wisdom of our Fathers: Lessons and Letters from Daughters and Sons collected by Tim Russert. 
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Fun with Problems

By Robert Stone
ANB Stone

Stone does not dabble in the heartwarming here, rather, he treads through the murky waters of broken dreams and waning hopes. The witty stories are unified by some element of brokenness in which characters come close to truth, but heartbreakingly, never quite turn the corner. Stone mines the depravity of weirdos whose success resides in having not died by the end of the story. In another bittersweet collection of loners, outsiders and have-nots, Twenty Grand and Other Tales of Love and Money, debut author Rebecca Curtis collates her bleak and marvelous tales.
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Just After Sunset

By Stephen King

AF King

Accomplished novelist King cites his recent stint as guest editor for the 2007 edition of Best American Short Stories as an impetus to return to the short form in his own writing. These 13 tales show King at the top of his game, setting pieces of horror and suspense fiction into nuanced blends of fantasy and psychological realism. As he has done previously in his collections, King includes brief insights into the inspirations for each tale. Look also for the Best American Short Stories annual.
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The People on Privilege Hill and Other Stories

By Jane Gardam

ANB Gardam
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These fourteen wry, economical and perpetually surprising stories from English novelist Gardam follow the last of the intrepid, stiff upper lip WWII generation of British ladies and gentlemen vividly evoking an age of iron wills. This is an intelligent and sophisticated work. From the same island, Scottish author S.L. Kennedy offers twelve devastating stories of characters pinned somewhere between love and pain in What Becomes. These tales are full of dark turns and are exemplary of Kennedy’s inventiveness. 

Rejected:
Tales of Failed, Bumped and Canceled

Edited by Jon Friedman

791.0922 Re

In this comic anthology, reveling in failure is the order of the day. Friedman brings together writers and comics to share rejected work and their thoughts on it. Entries include sketches abandoned by TV programs, spectacular bachelor party failures and small, triumphant moments of rejection. A bit New York-centric but the overall quality of the work is both real and remarkable.  
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Too Much Happiness

By Alice Munroe

ANB Munroe

Real life assaults Munroe’s central characters rather brutally--in the forms of murder and madness, death, divorce, and all manner of deceptions--but they respond with a poise and clarity of thought that is disarming. Her women move through life, wearing their scars but not so much wearied by them, profoundly intelligent, but also inordinately tender and thoughtful. 

The collection is satisfyingly true to form and demonstrates why Munroe continues to garner laurels. For more girl stories try Aryn Kyle’s Boys and Girls Like You and Me.
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Unaccustomed Earth

By Jhumpa Lahiri

AF Lahiri

Lahiri's stories of exile, identity, disappointment and maturation evince a spare and subtle mastery that has few contemporary equals. The collection follows her thoughtful first novel, The Namesake, and the short story collection that earned her the Pulitzer Prize: Interpreter of Maladies.  These emotionally and culturally astute short stories are ideal for people with limited time for pleasure reading and a hunger for serious literature. 
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Us:
Americans Talk about Love
Edited by John Bowe
305.3 Us
Editor Bowe surveyed Americans of all ages and backgrounds for their thoughts on romance. Read these stories and find that love is unique to its beholder, it can strike in the most unlikely of moments, and it dominates over class differences, natural disasters, disease and even death. The pages illuminate the absurd wonder of the ever-hopeful human heart. 
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War Dances

By Sherman Alexie

ANB Alexie

Mixing humor with anger, National Book Award–winner Alexie presents stories, poems and question and answer sequences in a spirited collection of tragic comedies. Perhaps his most personal book, the unique, playful and sophisticated stories reveal both the light and dark within native American life. For more exalted and depraved aspects of American family life try Joyce Carol Oates’s Dear Husband. 
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Where the God of Love Hangs Out
By Amy Bloom 
ANB Bloom
After her best-selling historical novel Away, the author returns to the short story form that made her famous. In this her third collection, love is the mysterious gravitational force that rules her hapless, oddly noble characters. Love, of course, is the theme of most fiction, but what makes Bloom’s stories so keen are her penetrating insights into the ambiguity, orneriness, confusion, and obsession that make expressions of love so ludicrous, treacherous, and profound. For another American author’s tales of love, try Delicate Edible Birds and Other Stories by Lauren Groff.
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