Book Buzz

With Carolyn Larson

Head Librarian at Lihue Public Library

Bringing you the buzz on new, popular and good books available at your neighborhood library. 

Book annotations are culled from online publishers’ descriptions and published reviews.

Proud for Half the Money – February 23rd Column
Frustration with the Internal Revenue Service is not new. But this year many Kauai citizens are frustrated with the IRS for a new reason.  In an effort to move citizens to file their taxes online, the Service is no longer sending out blank income tax forms in the mail. This has caused many Kauai tax payers to seek out new sources for the forms they need to file their income taxes. 
For many years Kauai libraries have distributed both federal and state tax forms and this year is no exception. If you do not want to file online, you can either pick up tax forms at your neighborhood library, which carries a supply of the most-used federal and state forms, including some forms from past years. Or you can ask the library staff to help you print any form you need off the IRS website or show you how you can do this from home. The website is www.irs.gov .
Your local library also carries helpful manuals to assist in tax preparation, or educate yourself about tax policy, property, estate and other taxes. As a federal, state and local documents depository, Lihue Library provides a computer terminal dedicated to government document searches. This can be used for tax matters as well as any other government related purposes. 
Book Buzz this week lists a few tax related titles. 
This tax season, remember what entertainer Arthur Godfrey said about taxes, “I am proud to be paying taxes in the United States. The only thing is – I could be just as proud for half the money.” 
Happy Reading!
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Deduct It!
Lower Your Small Business Taxes
By Stephen Fishman
343. 05268 Fi
Written in plain English, and carefully organized, this text outlines the many deductions available to small businesses. It includes real-life examples. Also by the same author is Home Business Tax Deductions, Keep What You Earn.
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Make Your Life Tax Deductible
By David M. Meier
658.1592 Me
This book presents quick and easy tips for understanding what deductions can be legally taken and implementing them in your tax strategies. It covers home, car, travel, entertainment, equipment and retirement plans. Also look for Now to Pay Zero Taxes: Your Guide to Every Tax Break the IRS Allows by Jeff Schnepper. 
[image: image24.jpg]A

Plan You
Estate





Plan Your Estate

By Dennis Clifford and Cora Jordan

346.052 Cl
The way you choose to plan your estate will have far reaching effects on those you care about. It is worth understanding all the options and ramifications. This guide is a source of information on the various details and considerations you need to take into account. It presents trust options, looks at married people, single people, and children, types of beneficiaries and wills, joint tenancy, life insurance, retirement benefits, taxes and organ donation. There are sample plans and descriptions of what hiring a lawyer can do for you. Also look for The American Bar Association Guide to Wills and Estates from Random House, The Complete Estate Planning Guide by Kathleen Adams, and Financial Planning for the Utterly Confused by Joel Lerner.
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Bookkeeping Made Simple
By David Flannery
657.2 Fl
This streamlined introduction to record keeping, accounting, taxes and more tells you everything you need to know about financial paperwork. Learn the basics, set up a system, produce financial statements, and maintain records to avoid tax time disasters and maximize profits.  Another choice is Keeping the Books by Linda Pinson. 
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Stand Up to the IRS
By Frederick W. Daily
343.042 Da
Tax attorney Daily explains how the IRS works and what you need to know to prepare for and survive an audit. From who should attend the audit with you to strategies on protecting your assets from the IRS, this is a guide to coaxing favorable decisions from agency personnel. 
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Ten Excellent Reasons Not to Hate Taxes

Edited By Stephanie Greenwood
336.20097 Gr
This is a short, snappy handbook countering the anti-tax, anti-government rhetoric prevalent in  television culture and reminds us why taxes lie at the heart of a functioning democracy. It offers an array of powerful arguments to reframe the tax debate. It looks at the effect of taxes, the distribution of opportunity, the role taxes play in the economic divide in the United states, and how to transform the tax code into a tool for social justice. For more on tax issues try The FairTax Book: Saying Goodbye to the Income Tax and the IRS by Neal Boortz or Flat Tax Revolution: Using a Postcard to Abolish the IRS by Steve Forbes.
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Your Income Tax, 2011
From J.K. Lasser Tax Institute
366.24 La
This hefty guide, written by a team of tax specialists, provides easy-to-follow, expert advice on planning for and filing taxes. It includes coverage of the year’s tax law changes, a quick reference section, a topic index and advice for people who use software to file taxes. In addition it gives you access to online information through www.jklasser.com .  For another annual tax guide try the Ernst and Young Tax Guide 2011. 
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Excellent-Reasons-Not-Hate-Taxes/dp/1595581618/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1297992293&sr=1-1" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51JR6sxt-zL._SL160_AA160_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/J-K-Lassers-Your-Income-2011/dp/0470597224/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1297992994&sr=1-1" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51C2itBETJL._SL160_PIsitb-sticker-arrow-dp,TopRight,12,-18_SH30_OU01_AA160_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Plan-Estate-Denis-Clifford-Attorney/dp/1413312012/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1297991848&sr=1-1" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51mScAIHXzL._SL160_PIsitb-sticker-arrow-dp,TopRight,12,-18_SH30_OU01_AA160_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����











� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Stand-LL-M-Frederick-Daily-J-D/dp/1413309224/ref=sr_1_8?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1297991559&sr=1-8" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51f9aBcK4PL._SL160_PIsitb-sticker-arrow-dp,TopRight,12,-18_SH30_OU01_AA160_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Bookkeeping-Made-Simple-David-Flannery/dp/0767917065/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1297994758&sr=1-1" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51hu8JnK-ML._SL160_PIsitb-sticker-arrow-dp,TopRight,12,-18_SH30_OU01_AA160_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Make-Your-Life-Tax-Deductible/dp/0071467629/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1297990946&sr=8-1-catcorr" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51139QP5i0L._SL160_PIsitb-sticker-arrow-dp,TopRight,12,-18_SH30_OU01_AA160_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Deduct-Lower-Small-Business-Taxes/dp/1413312764/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1297990654&sr=8-1-catcorr" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51IwQEJR4UL._SL160_PIsitb-sticker-arrow-dp,TopRight,12,-18_SH30_OU01_AA160_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
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