Book Buzz

With Carolyn Larson

Head Librarian at Lihue Public Library

Bringing you the buzz on new, popular and good books available at your neighborhood library. 

Book annotations are culled from online publishers’ descriptions and published reviews.

Writer’s Reference – October 6th Column
Book Buzz steers into esoteric territory this week with a list of reference resources for language lovers, speakers and writers. You may be surprised that some of these references exist. But what’s the use of a reference book in this giddy age of Google, you may ask. Well I will tell you. First of all, believe it or not, all information is not available on the Internet. More importantly, information that is available online is often not organized in useful ways, nor is it always easy to locate, despite the valuable powers and speed of the search engine. It can also be more difficult to confirm the quality or even the truth of information posted on the Web. And finally, many find it ultimately faster and more satisfactory to use a good book of reference. This is the case of the right tool for the job. Here then are a few new reference titles about words, writing, and authors that may not only be good information sources but may also be fun browsers.  
Happy Reading!
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Brewer’s Dictionary of Phrase & Fable
Sixteenth Edition 

Revised by Adrian Room

R 803 Ro

First published in 1970 this treasury of words that have a tale to tell is a reference classic. Here lie entries on the meaning and origin of a vast range of words and expressions. Alongside these are articles on people and events in mythology and religion and on folk customs, superstitions and beliefs, movements in art and literature, and famous literary characters. Key aspects of popular culture, philosophy, geography, science and magic, lists of patron saints, terms in heraldry, regimental nicknames, and famous last words are also part of this rich mix of information. Also look for Ifferisms: An Anthology of Aphorisms that Begin with the Word If by Dr. Mardy Grothe.
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Everyday Letters for Busy People:

Hundreds of Samples You Can Adapt at a Moment’s Notice

By Debra Hart May

808.6 Ma

Reference the hundreds of tips, techniques and samples in this book to help you create the perfect letter or email. The first chapters provide a good crash course in letter-writing. Also look for Extraordinary E-mails, Letters, and Resumes by Marc Tyler Nobelman or How to Write Knockout Proposals: What you Must Know (And Say) to Win Funding Every Time by Joseph Barbato.
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Garner’s Modern American Usage: 

The Authority on Grammar, Usage and Style 

The 10,500 plus entries of this reference work are filled with clear lessons about language usage, trends, and problems inherent in misuse. They are also peppered with cleverly chosen examples of both usage and misusage. You may also be interested in The Tech Writer’s Survival Guide: A Comprehensive Handbook for Aspiring Technical Writers by Janet Van Wicklen, The Hollywood Standard: The Complete & Authoritative Guide to Script Format and Style by Christopher Riley, The Columbia Guide to Online Style by Janice R. Walker and Todd Taylor, or 140 Characters: A Style Guide to the Short Form by Dom Sagolla.
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The Million Word Crossword Dictionary

By Stanley Newman and Daniel Stark

R 793.732 Ne

With more than 1,000,000 answers this may be the largest crossword reference of its kind. The authors, veterans of the crossword trade, have put together a cornucopia of synonyms, literary works, films, and famous people from all fields along with a healthy serving of popular culture knowledge. You can also try Webster’s New World Easy Crossword Key by James H. Capps.
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The Oxford Dictionary of American Quotations

By Hugh Rawson and Margaret Miner

R 081.03 Ox

Discover not only the “who” of the most important American quotations, but also the “when,” “where,” and “why.” With scholarship you can trust, this reference organizes quotations by topic and provides a detailed author index. Also look for Winning Words: Quotations to Uplift, Inspire, Motivate and Delight compiled by Allen Klein.
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Oxford Guide to Plays
By Michael Patterson

810.2003 Pa

This paperback reference provides useful information and brief commentary on the 1000 most significant plays of world theatre. There is a glossary of terms, a list of the selected plays ordered according to country of origin and period. The play entries are listed in alphabetical order of the title. And finally, there is an index of characters. For other literary genre try Fifty Gay and Lesbian Books Everybody Must Read by Richard Canning, Encyclopedia of Contemporary Christian Fiction by Nancy M. Tischler or A Patriot’s Handbook: Songs, Poems, Stories, and Speeches Celebrating the Land We Love selected and Introduced by Caroline Kennedy.
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Ruffner’s Allusions: 

Cultural, Literary, Biblical, and Historical: A Thematic Dictionary 

By Frederick G. Ruffner, Jr. 

R 081 Ru

This dictionary listing nearly 13,0000 allusions organized under more than 700 themes, documents the deeper meanings of words. Also look for A Dictionary of Literary Symbols by Michael Ferber,  the first dictionary of symbols to be based on literature, rather than “universal” psychological archetypes or myths.  It explains and illustrates the literary symbols that we frequently encounter and gives hundreds of cross-references and quotations. It concentrates on English literature but entries also draw from classical authors to twenty first century American and European literatures. 
[image: image20.jpg]



Talk the Talk
The Slang of 65 American Subcultures
By Luc Reid
R427.73 Re

Whether you are trying to remember what people in a certain area call something, you want to familiarize yourself with the lingo of an area you will visit, or you would like to include area-appropriate language in your writing, this unique reference is a treasure of localized language use. Also look for British English A to Zed by Norman W. Schur.
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The Writer’s Market:
Where & How to Sell What You Write

From Writer’s Digest Books

Edited by Robert Lee Brewer

R 808.025 Wr

Now in its 87th annual edition, this popular reference contains 3500 listings for book publishers, small presses, consumer magazines, trade journals, newspapers, screenwriting, contests and awards, literary agents and more. It also includes interviews with writers, agents and other publishing professionals on the business of writing. You can also try Literary Market Place: The Directory of the Book Publishing Industry from Information Today or The International Directory of Little Magazines and Small Presses from Dustbooks.
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