
Denise Mina 
Alex Morrow series 
start with: Still midnight 
Paddy Meehan series 
start with: Field of blood 
Garnet Hill series 
start with: Garnet Hill 
     Gritty.  Mina’s three separate series 
feature damaged protagonists, brutality, 
and murder.  For readers who like their  
mystery to have an edge. 
 
Ian Rankin 
Inspector Rebus series 
start with: Knots and crosses 
     Gritty.  Rankin’s Rebus operates in a 
hard, bleak world where he wrestles with 
himself and with the forces of evil around 
him.   
 
Louise Welsh 
start with: The Cutting room 
     Gritty.  An auctioneer seeks truth in the 
sordid sex clubs of Glasgow.  
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Scottish Mystery Fiction 

 
Scotland has produced many, varied  
mystery series and stand-alone novels — 
something for every taste.  Cozies and 
historical novels await readers with  
classical interests.  Gritty police  
procedurals, sometimes called “Tartan 
Noir”, offer a harder, more realistic  
experience. 
 
Whatever your taste, Scotland has  
something to offer.  



All titles can be found  
under the last name of the 
author. 
 
 

M.C. Beaton 
Hamish MacBeth series 
start with:  Death of a gossip 
     Cozy.  MacBeth, a small town bobby, 
poaches the occasional salmon, keeps the 
peace, and encounters murder with  
alarming regularity.  For readers who like 
their mystery classical. 
   
Kaitlyn Dunnett 
Liss MacCrimmon series 
start with: Kilt dead 
     Cozy.  Liss MacCrimmon, a former  
professional Scottish dancer, solves  
mysteries from her family’s Scottish  
Emporium in Maine.  Cozy mystery  
Scots-American style. 
 
Allan Guthrie 
start with:  Kiss her goodbye 
     Gritty.  Hard boiled, edgy crime fiction 
from Edinburgh. 
 
Quintin Jardine 
Bob Skinner series 
start with:  Skinner’s rules 
     Gritty.  Brutal murder abounds in  
Jardine’s police procedural series. 
 
Paul Johnston 
Quint Dalrymple series 
start with: The Body politic 
     Gritty.  This futuristic series is set in  
Edinburgh, 2020.   
 
Alanna Knight 
Inspector Faro series 
start with:  Enter second murderer 
     Historical.  Inspector Faro metes out  
justice in Victorian Edinburgh. 
 
 
 

Stuart MacBride 
Logan McRae series 
start with: Cold granite 
     Gritty.  This series of intense police  
procedurals is not for the faint of heart.   
 
Peter May 
Enzo Files series 
start with: Extraordinary people 
     Gritty.  Scottish hero, French  
setting.  This cerebral series focuses on 
the science of detection, and on the life of 
its Scottish expatriate protagonist.   
 
Alexander McCall Smith 
Isabel Dalhousie series 
start with:  The Sunday philosophy club 
     Cozy.  Isabel Dalhousie, editor of a  
philosophical magazine, cannot resist a 
call for help from a friend.   
 
Val McDermid 
Lindsay Gordon series 
start with: Report for murder 
Kate Brannigan series 
start with: Dead beat 
Tony Hill / Carol Jordan series 
start with: The Mermaids singing 
     Gritty.  McDermid’s realistic series are 
mostly set in England.   
 
William McIlvanney 
Jack Laidlaw series 
start with: Laidlaw 
     Gritty.  McIlvanney’s series of police      
procedurals explores the dreary underbelly 
of  Glasgow.  
 
Pat McIntosh 
Gil Cunningham series 
start with: The Harper’s quine 
     Historical.  Adventures in medieval 
Scotland.  For readers who like Ellis  
Peters’ Brother Cadfael. 
 
 
 


