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1. Summer Reading Programs Have Begun

Hawaii’s Public Libraries statewide have begun their annual Summer Reading Programs.  All libraries will host Infant and Toddler, Children’s and Young Adult Summer Reading Programs, and 18 libraries will host Adult Reading Programs as well.  Five unique Reading Lists for children of all ages have been created by our Youth Services Staff at the Hawaii State Library.  Special events and programs will take place in our libraries from now through July 12; please visit our website (www.librarieshawaii,org) or contact your nearest public library for information about specific programs in your area.

2. Mililani Public Library Re-opens; Lanai Public and School Library and Mountain View Public and School Library have closed for renovations
Mililani Public Library has re-opened after completion of several improvement projects, and both Lanai and Mountain View Public and School Libraries have closed for multiple health & safety, accessibility and miscellaneous other improvements.  Reopening dates for both libraries have yet to be determined.
While Lanai is closed, staff will be relocated to a classroom at Lanai High & Elementary School, from which they will offer limited services, including conducting their Summer Reading Programs for Children, Young Adults and Adults.  The bookdrop will remain open for the duration of this project.
Mt. View Public and School Library will provide telephone service to patrons from 8 am to 4 pm weekdays, and at other times, the phone message will clearly describe services available. 
The Lanai and Mountain View Public and School Library staffs are to be commended for their creative efforts to continue public services even as their libraries are undergoing renovation.

3. Chief Officers of State Library Agencies (COSLA) Semi-annual Meeting

COSLA members met prior to National Library Legislative Day to discuss broadband technology in its context as a matter of national infrastructure, federal e-rate credits which help subsidize telecommunication costs for schools and libraries, relations between libraries and the Institute for Museum and Library Services, and potential future collaborations with the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and its affiliate, WebJunction. 
4. National Library Legislative Day

On May 13 and 14, over 400 librarians and library supporters, including Kapaa Public Library branch manager Lani Kawahara and myself, converged on Washington, DC, for the 34th annual National Library Legislative Day.  Lani and I were able to meet with Senator Akaka, briefly with Representative Hirono, as well staff from their offices and those from the offices of Senator Inouye and Representative Abercrombie.  We were able to discuss the importance of several library support measures, including funding for the Strengthening Kids’ Interest in Learning and Libraries (SKILLs) Act that guarantees students will be served by state-certified school library media specialists and will have the library resources they need to succeed; digital materials and playback equipment for vision impaired patrons; additional funds for the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA); additional funding for telecommunications expenses; and other legislation important to libraries.
5. Western Council of State Libraries (WCSL) Semi-annual Meeting.
WCSL is an independent organization comprised of the directors of state librarians from 22 states west of the Mississippi.  The May meeting was held in Salt Lake City, Utah, and took action on a number of items of importance to all of us.  Action items included adopting a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped regarding digital library materials and services for vision impaired patrons, preservation of library materials, the Council’s library practitioner program and recent and upcoming conferences.

Members were able to tour the University of Utah’s Marriott Library, the Latter Day Saints’ Church and Family History Libraries, as well as attend the opening of the Mountain/Plains Library Association’s annual conference.                                                       
6. Presentation on the Friends of the Library of Hawaii
The Friends of the Library of Hawaii has provided valuable support for our patrons and staff for many years.  Executive Director Byrde Cestare joins us this afternoon to present an overview of the interactions between HSPLS and the Friends.

