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Chair Toguchi and Members of the Board of Education, thank you for the opportunity to speak to you of Lahaina Public Library.

The first reading room in Lahaina began in 1905 at the historic Baldwin Home.  It was a community room set aside for reading, games, and music.  This room was open two nights per week.  In 1919 a second room was made available to children for two hours every school day.  All of this, Lahaina’s first reading rooms, were in a private donated location with all materials donated by the community. 
In 1953 the State Legislature approved funds for the Lahaina Library – cost of construction $85,000.  It has been in its present location since 1955.  This was the first new library in Maui County since the opening of Molokai Library in 1937!
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Lahaina Public Library planting day 1956 – community volunteers.

This public support for Hawaii’s libraries has been demonstrated many times since then.  In 1956 the Maui News reported that the Maui County Free Libraries petitioned citizens “please ask the Legislature for support.”  That year appropriations for Maui Libraries was $1.91 per capita.  Times have certainly changed. 
Exactly one year ago, Lahaina Public Library was closed for 7 days due to staffing and budget constraints.  In addition staffing was cut from three people to two people from mid September 2009 through mid February 2010, a very difficult time.  During the past year the Lahaina community has rallied around their library.  Community involvement in Lahaina goes back many years.  Most recently we had the Hawaii State Public Library System’s Keep Your Library Open and the Friends of the Library Keep the Doors Open Campaigns.

Throughout the last year Lahaina Public Library received generous donations from many people including the employees of the Old Lahaina Luau ($4,800) and from the North Beach West Maui Benefit Fund (over $3,000 worth of new children’s books and
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Michael Moore and employees of Old Lahaina Luau.

Hawaiiana materials).  A generous donation to Maui Friends of the Library (MFOL) has enabled Lahaina Public Library to purchase a self check out system.  This year the Rotary Club of Lahaina has joined in the effort to support our Library.  Their fundraiser Savor the Sunset was a huge success which provided a $5,000 donation to MFOL for purchase of replacement furniture for Lahaina Public Library. 
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The self check out system and new seating will be installed sometime during the fall of this year, 2010.
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You can watch the video of “Savor the Sunset” here:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-tG4otqTURo
Everyone knows Lahaina has worldwide recognition as a destination.  But, did you know Lahaina is the home of one of twelve libraries recognized by the American Library Association as having “the best view from a library?”
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View from Lahaina Public Library
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Lahaina Public Library is a focal point for our Lahaina Side community.  In addition to Library events we are the first stop and certainly the first Lahaina landmark that cruise ship visitors encounter as they arrive at Lahaina Harbor. (227 ships during the last 3 years on days our Library is open – 500 to 1500 passengers per ship).  On those days the most frequent reference questions are “Can I use your internet,” “Where is your restroom,” and of course questions regarding the history and culture of Lahaina and Hawaii.
.
Limited access to Library during Clint Eastwood film production
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Several times each school year we are unofficial hosts of the surf contests for school children held right outside our front door.  Everyone is welcomed into the library even if it’s just for a “pit stop.”  Once the kids are inside our doors we always engage them and get them to take a look around the library before heading back to the surf.  By the time the contest is over several parents have stopped in and signed up for a library card.
All libraries check out library materials and in Lahaina we go further.  The free Handbook for Emergency Preparedness and NET CETERA – Chatting with Kids About Being Online guides are always in view and available to our patrons.  During hurricane season we even put the Handbook for Emergency Preparedness in their hands and ask them if they’ve seen the sample menus for stored canned and dried foods. 
Regularly occurring programs at our Library include monthly poetry readings, library 
tours for Sacred Hearts School and Kamehameha III School, story time for Kama`aina Kids preschool and one-on-one story times for special education students at Kamehameha III School.
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   Enjoying a performance by Uncle Wayne

      Peter Rabbit and fans

      
All year long, but especially during the winter months Lahaina Public Library is graced by several volunteers.  Their many hours of service allow the Library to open its Front Street doors to the public during many events including the monthly concerts that take place directly across the street from us.  Because of their service the Library can outreach with both residents and visitors during these cultural events. 
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       Window display thanking volunteers
            Main reading area of Lahaina Public Library – 
           and staff      



   full house!
Since January first of this year 48,000 people have visited Lahaina Public Library.  How is it possible to keep up with this many patrons and visitors?  We have the best staff working here.  Positive attitude makes all the difference.  We are team players caring about each other and everyone who visits our library.
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Thank you for this opportunity to share a little bit of Lahaina with you today.

Lahaina statistics of interest:

Population
Lahaina  
1952
1980
1990
2007

5,973
10,2874
14,574
17,967


Registered borrowers

1956

2010

928

15,202
Collection

1957

2010

5,213

35,584
Hours Open
(per week)
27.5

36
Lahaina staff:

Branch Manager – Madeleine Buchanan

Janitor II – Floyd Fuerte

Library Tech V – vacant since July 2006, currently filled by a temporary hire
Library Assistant III – vacant since December 2007, currently filled by a temporary hire

The average count of visitors/tourists in Maui on any given day is approximately 45,000.

There are 10,400 available visitor units in the Lahaina area. The entire of Maui has 19,200 units available. More than half of Maui’s daily visitor count is in the Lahaina area, 24,300 visitors each day.
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