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American Library Association Award-Winning Books

A highlight of the American Library Association’s Mid-Winter Conference is the announcement of the annual book awards, among the most significant being the Caldecott Medal, established in 1938, for the most distinguished American picture book, the Newbery Medal, established in 1922, for most outstanding contribution to American children’s literature, both awarded by the Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC) and the Printz Award, established in 2000, given by the Young Adult Library Services Association (YALSA) for excellence in young adult literature.  Each year, one winner and up to four honor books are chosen in each of these categories. A complete list of awards given by ALSC is available at http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/2010medawardwin.cfm. 
A complete list of awards given by YALSA is available at http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/booklistsawards/booklistsbook.cfm#awards.  Links to these sites can be found from the Hawaii State Public Library System online catalog under the heading “Book Recommendations.” 
[image: image1.png]



This year’s Caldecott winner features Jerry Pinkney’s masterful watercolor illustrations bringing fresh vision to an old story, Aesop’s classic fable of The Lion and the Mouse.  Pinkney highlights the narrative possibilities of the wordless picture book format as his glowing pictures “tell” the story of two unlikely friends who save each other’s lives.  Readers must reconstruct the storyline in their own minds as they learn to translate the images into a cohesive story.
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Rebecca Stead’s Newbery Medal-winning genre-crossing novel When You Reach Me plays with complex notions of the concept of time and time travel.  Set in Manhattan in the late 1970’s and relying on   references to Madeleine L’Engle’s classic A Wrinkle in Time, Miranda recounts the bizarre events of her 6th grade year.  With a fragmented format and a difficult-to-describe plot, When You Reach Me is nevertheless a gripping read.  Stead suggests ways seemingly unrelated lives have both nothing and everything to do with each other.  The book almost demands re-reading, to re-experience how all the loose ends tie up.
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The 2010 Printz Award-winning book for young adults, Going Bovine by Libby Bray is an absurdist comedy in which 16 year-old Cameron Smith learns that he is dying of mad-cow disease – unless he can find a cure.  What follows is a bizarre, quixotic cross-country quest (or is it a hallucination?) to save the world, accompanied by a punk angel, a hypochondriac dwarf, and a garden gnome who is actually the Norse god Balder.  This will appeal to fans of The Hitch-hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy and may even inspire teens to read Don Quixote.
We are fortunate that the Friends of the Library of Hawaii makes a grant every year to purchase copies of the Caldecott, Newbery and Printz award books (and some honor books) for every library in the library system.
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In addition to the national awards for children’s and young adult books, Hawaii has its own state “children’s choice” award – the Nēnē Award, established in 1964.  This award acknowledges a work of fiction by a living author, published within the last six years, chosen by children in 4th through 6th grades who vote in participating public and school libraries for their favorite title.  Last year, the Nēnē Award winning book was Inkheart by Cornelia Funke. The author, Cornelia Funke, will be coming to Hawaii to receive her award at a ceremony on April 29, 2010.  The author will also visit a public library, a school and meet with students.  Each year’s Nēnē Award ceremony provides a wonderful opportunity to see children of Hawaii excited and inspired by award-winning books. The Nene award reading promotion program is supported the Hawaii State Public Library System, Hawaii Dept. of Education, Hawaii Library Association, the Hawaii Association of School Librarians and other organizations.
Submitted by Maile Davis, Children’s Librarian
Hawaii State Library, Edna Allyn Room for Children

