
real-time examples of evolutionary events. Gorgeously 
illustrated with color photographs and Steve Jenkins’ 
distinctive cut-paper collages. 

J/YA 741.59493 Hergé
Hergé. The Adventures of Tintin. (series).
A series of cartoon/graphic novel adventures about Tintin, 
a young Belgian reporter in the mid-20th century who 
travels around the world with his faithful dog Snowy, 
catching criminals and solving mysteries. (Graphic Novel)

J 793.74 Colgan
Colgan, Lynda. Mathemagic! Number Tricks.
Provides illustrated, step-by-step instructions to perform 
mathematics-themed magic tricks – mind games, card 
tricks, magic words, and more – to help wow your friends 
with feats of mental dexterity. Includes explanations of 
how each trick works.

J 813.08 Funny
Scieska, Jon, ed. Funny Business. (Guys Read, v.1).
A collection of hilarious stories by stellar authors 
guaranteed to appeal to a guy’s sense of humor. Some 
girls may like it too – if you are into teenage mummies, 
homicidal turkeys, alien invaders and wacky, gross-out 
humor. Not for the faint of heart.

J/YA 910.91634 Hopkinson
Hopkinson, Deborah. Titanic: Voices from the Disaster.
Drawing on first-person accounts of survivors, primary 
source material and extensive research, Hopkinson 
has written a fascinating real-life dramatic account of 
the sinking of the Titanic, commemorating the 100th 
anniversary of the event. 

J B Earhart Fleming
Fleming, Candace. Amelia Lost: The Life and 
Disappearance of Amelia Earhart.
Chapters alternate between periods of gripping suspense 
recounting the day Earhart’s plane disappeared and the 
frantic search that followed, with flashbacks to earlier 
stages of her life that led to her become the mythic figure 
of a woman aviator whose story still enthralls us today.

Some titles may be available in e-formats. Please check 
our catalog or ask a librarian for assistance.
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J Fic Balliet
Balliett, Blue. The Danger Box.
In small-town Michigan, twelve-year-old Zoomy and 
his new friend Lorrol investigate an antique handwritten 
journal found inside a stolen box, while a dangerous 
stranger waits for a chance to get it back.

J Fic Buckley
Buckley, Michael. The Fairy Tale Detectives. (Sisters 
Grimm series).
Sabrina and Daphne Grimm learn that they are 
descendants of the renowned fairy tale collectors, the 
Brothers Grimm, and that “fairy tales” are true. They 
have inherited the responsibility for keeping the rowdy 
“Everafters” safe and under control.

J/YA/Adult H Correa
Correa, Shan. Gaff.
Paul Silva loves his home on the island of Hawaii, and the 
roosters they raise there, but he is determined to find a way 
to get his family out of the illegal cockfighting business.

J Fic Cowing
Cowing, Sue. You Will Call Me Drog.
Parker, a “pretty ordinary kid,” finds himself in big trouble 
when he puts on a creepy green puppet that he can’t take 
off, and everyone blames Parker for the outrageous things 
Drog says.
 
J Fic Curtis
Curtis, Christopher Paul. The Mighty Miss Malone.
Indomitable Deza Malone, the smartest student in her 
class, is part of a loving family “on a journey to a place 
called Wonderful” until she and her mother land in a 
homeless camp when the family splits apart under the 
financial pressures of the Great Depression. 

Hawaii State Public Library System

Fabulous Books
                 for 5th &  

6th Graders



J Fic Stine
Stine, R. L. It’s the First Day of School Forever!
What is going on? It’s the first day of school and the worst 
day of Artie’s life. Then he wakes up the next morning 
and the miserable first day of school is repeated over – and 
over – and over. Will this nightmare ever end?

J Fic Van Allsburg
Van Allsburg, Chris. The Mysteries of Harris Burdick.
No, you’re not too old for picture books. Try to imagine 
the stories behind these fascinatingly bizarre images. Then, 
if you want, turn to The Chronicles of Harris Burdick (J 
813.0108 Ch), to compare your ideas to stories inspired by 
these pictures, written by some of your favorite authors.

J Fic Wood
Wood, Maryrose. The Mysterious Howling. (The 
Incorrigible Children of Ashton Place series.)
Fifteen-year-old Miss Penelope Lumley, a recent graduate 
of the Swanburne Academy for Poor Bright Females, is 
hired as governess to three young children who have been 
raised by wolves. Delicious gothic humor reminiscent of 
Lemony Snicket’s Series of Unfortunate Events.

Nonfiction

J 398.20938 Napoli
Napoli, Donna Jo. Treasury of Greek Mythology: 
Classic Stories of Gods, Goddesses, Heroes and 
Monsters.
Vivid, animated accounts of the origins and lives of 
twenty-five figures from Greek myth, stunningly illustrated 
with rich, luminous paintings by Christina Balit. 

J 510 Green
Green, Dan. Math: A Book You Can Count On. (Basher 
Basics).
Uses humor and simple Japanese-style cartoon characters to 
introduce basic math concepts from addition and subtraction 
to ratio, percent, pi and infinity. Wacky approach will appeal 
to math lovers and math-phobics alike.

J 551.462 Burns
Burns, Loree Griffin. Tracking Trash: Flotsam, Jetsam, 
and the Science of Ocean Motion.
Ocean debris, like sneakers and bathtub toys spilled at sea, 
can teach us much about the science of ocean motion. This 
book provides an intriguing description of the work of 
Dr. Curt Ebbesmeyer, who tracks the distribution of trash 
through the Pacific Ocean. Look for other fascinating reads 
in the Scientists in the Field series. 
 
J 576.8 Pringle
Pringle, Laurence. Billions of Years, Amazing Changes: 
the Story of Evolution.
A clearly written history of the evolutionary process and 

J Fic Di Terlizzi
Di Terlizzi, Tony. The Search for Wondla. 
Living in isolation with a robot on an alien-seeming world 
with bizarre life forms, a twelve-year-old human girl called 
Eva Nine sets off on a journey to find other humans like 
her – if there are any.

J/YA Fic Dowd
Dowd, Siobhan. The London Eye Mystery.
How can someone disappear from a Ferris wheel? Ted and 
Kat saw their cousin Salim get on the popular London Eye 
ride, but when the ride ended, he was gone. Impatient Kat 
and Ted, whose brain is “wired differently” must work 
together to solve the mystery.

J/YA Fic Kelly
Kelly, Jacqueline. The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate.
Set in Texas in 1899, eleven-year-old Calpurnia explores 
natural history and scientific method, reads Darwin, tests 
gender role boundaries, and has a close relationship with 
her grandfather.

J Fic Paulsen
Paulsen, Gary. Lawn Boy.
In a hilarious story of capitalism run wild, a twelve-year-
old boy receives a riding lawn mower for a birthday 
present, sets a goal of earning enough money to fix his 
bicycle, and suddenly finds himself worth half-a-million 
dollars. Look for the sequel, Lawn Boy Returns.

J Fic Pierce
Pierce, Lincoln. Big Nate: in a Class by Himself.
Supremely confident middle school student Nate Wright 
manages to make getting detention from every one of his 
teachers in the same day seem like an achievement.

J Fic Renier
Renier, Aaron. The Unsinkable Walker Bean.
When Walker Bean’s grandfather is struck by an ancient 
curse, it falls on meek and mild Walker to return an accursed 
pearl skull to the witches who created it. (Graphic Novel)

J Fic Riordan
Riordan, Rick. The Maze of Bones. (The 39 Clues).
Ten books, each by a different author, thirty-nine clues, and 
a life-threatening race around the world in search of power. 
After the original quest (and the series) ends, Amy and Dan 
are still in danger, with a new set of deadly enemies. Don’t 
miss the follow-up series: Cahills vs. Vespers.

J Fic Selznick
Selznick, Brian. Wonderstruck: A Novel in Words and 
Pictures.
After losing his mother and his hearing, twelve-year-old 
Ben leaves his Minnesota home to seek his unknown 
father in New York City. Fifty years earlier Rose, who is 
also deaf, feels compelled to search for something missing 
in her life. Ben’s story is told in words; Rose’s in pictures.


