
My Favorite Book 
of the Month 
By Alexis Cheong, Librarian, Hawaii State 
Library-Language, Literature, History Section

Guernsey Literary 
and Potato Peel Pie 
Society by Anne Fiery 
Barrows and Mary Ann 
Fiery  

I
t is January 1946 
and 30-something 
Juliet Ashton is 
looking around for 

a more serious proj-
ect. She spent the war 
years writing a somewhat humorous 
column for the “Times” and has be-
come a celebrity of sorts. While she 
sifts through the rubble of her own 
bombed-out London flat, she comes 
across a letter from a reader named 
Dawsey Adams, from the island of 
Guernsey. He found her 
name inscribed on a book 
of essays by Charles 
Lamb and asks for help 
in finding other books by 
the author. Consequently, 
she begins a correspon-
dence with Mr. Adams 
about books and life on 
Guernsey under German 
occupation.
 Intrigued by life on 
the island, Juliet inquires 
as to whether other mem-
bers of the Society might 
wish to correspond with 
her. Reluctant at first to 
reveal their thoughts to 
a stranger, the islanders 
(and members of the Lit-
erary Society) gradually 
begin to trust her and their 
individual stories unfold. 
Inspired by their stories 
she decides that they will 
be the topic of her new 
book.

 Juliet discovers that the Soci-
ety was actually invented when the 
Germans caught some islanders 
leaving a late night pig roast. The 
newly-established “book club” not 
only provided them with an alibi, but 
an excuse to meet and share not only 

books but meals amongst 
themselves. The members 
are also raising Kit, the 
daughter of Elizabeth, the 
founder of the Literary 
Society. An act of bravery 
caused Elizabeth’s depor-
tation to France. So what 
became of Elizabeth? 
When Juliet finally travels 
to Guernsey, some hard 
truths emerge about her 
defiant courage and her 

fate “work” camp.
 This epistolary novel is humor-
ous, tender and entertaining. Yet, 
underneath its’ lighthearted tone the 
story seamlessly draws the reader in 
and poses questions about war and 
its effects, acts of courage and the 
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March 8-14 – Teen Tech Week; select-
ed libraries will host technology-related 
programs (DDR, Wii, Atari, Nintendo, 
and more), displays, and special draw-
ings. Check the library website, www.
librarieshawaii.org for updates.
March 26 – Prince Kuhio Day Holi-
day; all libraries closed. For public ser-
vice hours, visit www.librarieshawaii.
org or call your local library.
April 12-18 – National Library Week 
2009; theme: “Worlds Connect @ your 
library.” Log-on to www.librarieshawaii.
org for a listing of special programs 
and be sure to pick up a copy of the 
April 2009 issue of Holo I Mua.

Mark Your Calendars
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Help Save Public Libraries

D
uring the current Legislative session, the Hawaii State Public Library Sys-
tem faces severe budget reductions that will result in the closure of libraries 
and the layoff of staff. 
    It is vitally important to demonstrate your love and support for public 
libraries today by making a phone 

call, sending an email, or writing a letter to 
your state legislators! Use these six helpful 
tips: 

1. Identify yourself and share which public 
library you and your family use.
2. State your message about the im-
portance of the library, and that you are 
counting on your legislator to ensure that 
libraries are adequately funded. You can say 
“I am calling/writing to urge you to support 
HSPLS’s recommendation to approve no 
more than a 10% Budget Reduction. A mini-
mal budget reduction will allow the library 
system to keep all their branches open and 
avoid staff layoffs.”
3. Be specific about how the budget cuts 
will negatively affect your favorite library 
services and programs. Select from the fol-
lowing and express how you have benefited 
from one of these services or describe how 
one of these programs enriched you or your 
family’s life:

Bestseller Hot Picks, High Demand 
titles for Children and Teens, Digital 
E-books, audio books, E-Music, online 
databases (business, health, college 
preparation, career information), E-
Reference (Ask A Librarian), Hawai-
ian materials, Internet Access, Baby 
Lap Sit/Preschool/Toddler Storytimes, Foreign Language Materials, DVDs, 
Compact Discs, Public Performance Programs, special exhibits and displays, 
Summer Reading Programs for all ages.

4. Express how a reduction in library services and programs will negatively 
impact you/your children/your family/your community/your state. Here are some 
suggestions:
 How would you feel if your library’s public service hours were reduced? 

See Help Save Public Libraries, page 2
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Contact Your Legislators

 Libraries are the hub of 
a community and provide 
life-long learning opportuni-
ties for everyone in the area. 
Libraries provide the infor-
mation and tools that are 
necessary in a normal econ-
omy, but are needed even 
more in times of economic 
strain. We should be offering 
more hours and more assis-
tance to those who need help 
researching opportunities to 
help themselves. Free public 
libraries are the foundation 
of our society, and we must 
do everything 
we can to 
ensure their 
stability.
Byrde Cestare, 
Executive Director, 
Friends of the Library 
of Hawaii

Hawaii State Library 
to Host Lincoln 200th 
Birthday Exhibit 

T
he Hawaii State Library will host 
“Abraham Lincoln: A Man of 
His Time, a 
Man for All 
Times,” a new 

national traveling 
exhibition orga-
nized by the Gilder 
Lehrman Institute of 
American History, 
from March 12 to 
April 4 during regular library hours.    
 The flagship library of the Hawaii 
State Public Library System is among 
40 libraries and national parks nation-
wide selected to host this exhibit made 
possible in part through a major grant 
from the Hawaii Council for the Hu-
manities, the Friends of the Library of 
Hawaii, and the National Endowment 
for the Humanities. 

See Lincoln exhibit, page 2

The Friends of the Library of Hawaii 
(FLH) acknowledged State Senator 
Clarence Nishihara (D-18th), left, 
as the 2008 Legislator of the Year 
at their annual Legislative Breakfast 
held recently at the Hawaii State 
Library. Sen. Nishihara, chosen for 
his strong and dedicated support 
of the Hawaii State Public Library 
System, holds the perpetual Mahalo 
Award plaque along with Susan Li, 
FLH President, and State Librarian 
Richard Burns.

”

“
Quotable Quotes

resilience of the human spirit. Once 
this reviewer got the characters’ 
voices straightened out, the story was 
captivating. This novel is a highly 
recommended book club choice.
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Help Save Public Libraries, 
from front page

How would you feel if your library 
is targeted for closure? How would 
you feel if your favorite services were 
eliminated, or staff that has served you 
and your family is released from duty?
5. Be brief – one page is easier to read, 
and will likely be read. 
6. Express your appreciation for your 
legislator’s careful consideration and 
support. You can say “I respectfully 
request your support to approve no 
more than a 10% Budget Reduction for 
the Hawaii State Public Library Sys-
tem. Your consideration to retain these 
critically-needed library programs and 
services is greatly appreciated!”
 Please include your name, mail-
ing address, email address and phone 
number to allow your legislator to 
respond to you.
 State Representatives: http://
www.capitol.hawaii.gov/site1/house/
members/members.asp
 State Senators: http://www.capi-
tol.hawaii.gov/site1/senate/members/
members.asp

 The library will present several 
special events in conjunction with 
this exhibit, and  
admission to both 
the exhibit and 
events is free:  
• March 12, 
11 a.m. – Exhibit 
Preview Event 
featuring a musi-
cal presentation 
by the Ewa El-
ementary School 
Chorus, under 
the direction of 
Nolan Santa Ana.
• March 14, 
11 a.m. –Exhibit 
Opening Event 
featuring guest speaker Dr. Mitch 
Yamasaki, Chaminade University of 

Lincoln exhibit, from front page Honolulu, and music by the Marine 
Forces Pacific Band - Brass Quintet.
• March 21: 11 a.m. – Guest 
speaker Dr. Miles Jackson, University 

of Hawaii,  “An 
African Ameri-
can’s Personal 
Views on Abra-
ham Lincoln,” 
1st Floor Reading 
Room; 1 p.m. 
– Hawaii Civil 
War Round Table 
program featur-
ing Civil War 
“soldiers” cover-
ing topics such 
as their uniforms 
and weapons; 
plus “The Impact 
of the American 

Civil War on the Kingdom of Hawaii,” 
a presentation by guest speaker Justin 

Kaneohe Library Offers Wi-Fi Service 

K
aneohe Public Library, located at 45-829 
Kamehameha Highway, is now a “hot 
spot,” offering free public wireless internet 
access to patrons, thanks to generous fund-

ing provided by the Friends of Kaneohe Library. 
 Upon entering this Windward Oahu 
library, patrons may turn on their notebook/
laptop computer or wireless device and start 
surfing (device with 802.11b or 802.11g wire-
less networking required). Patrons may access 
the Internet from any table or chair within the 
library and are not limited to the normal com-
puter areas. 
 Caution and discretion are strongly 
advised when sending or receiving confidential 

information over the Internet since this Wi-Fi service is unsecured. Users 
must agree to abide by the HSPLS House Rules, Internet Acceptable Use 
Policy and all other relevant policies. 
 Patrons should bring a diskette or USB memory device to save their 
documents since printers are not part of this service.
 The Kaneohe Public Library is the second public library in the State 
to offer free Wi-Fi service. In a successful pilot project last year, the Salt 
Lake-Moanalua Public Library was the first library to launch this highly-
requested service for its patrons.

By Gayle Hirohata-Goto, Young Adult Librarian, 
Waikiki-Kapahulu Public Library

Jessica Blatt
THE TEEN GIRL’S 
GOTTA-HAVE-IT 
GUIDE TO MON-
EY: GETTING 
SMART ABOUT 
MAKING IT, 
SAVING IT, AND 
SPENDING IT!
(Gr. 5-12) This money management 
guide has clear explanations as well as 
practical advice on how to make, save 
and spend money. Although geared to-
ward teen girls, it is useful to others who 
would like a basic introduction to money 
management.

Sherri L. Smith
FLYGIRL
(Gr. 7-12) Ida Mae 
Jones wants to fly. 
There are a few ob-
stacles in her achiev-
ing this aspiration: 
1) she is a female, 
2) she is an African-
American, 3) it is the 1940s, and 4) 
she does not have her pilot’s license 
because of the first three reasons. In 
the midst of World War II, she sees an 
opportunity to support her country and 
the war effort. Will Ida Mae take a huge 
risk to reach her aspiration?

Richard Horne and 
Tracey Turner
101 THINGS YOU 
NEED TO KNOW...
AND SOME YOU 
DON’T 
(Gr. 7-12) This book 
includes answers to 
life’s more perplex-
ing questions such as 
“How Do Planes Get into the Air – and 
Stay There?”, “Pus – What is it Good 
For?” and “What Would Happen to You 
in a Black Hole?”

The Manga Uni-
versity Culinary 
Institute; Chihiro 
Hattori; Illustrator   
THE MANGA 
COOKBOOK 
(Gr. 5-12)
If you like to read 
manga and cook, 
this is the book for you. Incorporating 
recipes for dishes from various manga 
series, this cookbook is sure to whet 
your appetite and pique your interest. 
Recipes range from simple to advanced 
Japanese dishes.

Waianae Public Library hosted 
Family Literacy Day, a free event 
designed for families with children in 
kindergarten through 6th grade. Ha-
waiian Electric Company (HECO) and 
the library co-sponsored this event 
which attracted about 50 people, 
and featured celebrity storytellers, 
children’s activities, interactive games 
and renewable energy displays. After 
reading “Harry the Dirty Dog” by Gene 
Zion, State Representative Karen 
Awana (D-44th), holding book, shares 
a moment with (l – r) Library Manager 
Faith Arakawa, State Representa-
tive Maile Shimabukuro (D-45th) 
and her son Keani, and Ka`iulani De 
Silva, HECO’s Director of Education & 
Consumer Affairs.

Vance, 1st Floor Reading Room; 2:30 
p.m. – Lincoln School Chorus featur-
ing a music and dance presentation 
under the direction of Lorna Badoyen; 
includes a short play, “Ten Pennies for 
Lincoln,” Courtyard.
• March 28, 11 a.m. – Guest speak-
er Dr. Robert McGlone, University of 
Hawaii, “Lincoln, God’s Providences, 
and the Meaning of the Civil War,” 1st 
Floor Reading Room.     
• April 4, 11 a.m. – Guest speakers 
Dr. James Horton, George Washington 
University and Dr. Lois Horton, George 
Mason University, “The Man and the 
Martyr: Abraham Lincoln in African-
American History & Memory,” 1st 
Floor Reading Room. 
 Download a copy of a special 
Lincoln Bicentennial resource list and 
event updates at: www.librarieshawaii.
org or for more information contact the 
Hawaii State Library at 586-3499.

Photo courtesy of HECO 

M
usubi Man, a Honolulu The-
atre for Youth 
production, 
will be coming 

to selected Oahu 
public libraries 
beginning Monday, 
March 23.
 This local-
style version of The Gingerbread 
Man, is based on a play written by Lee 
Cataluna. Like the gingerbread man 
in the classic tale, the Musubi Man is 
determined not to be eaten. He leads 
his pursuers on a merry chase until 
reaching the ocean and must match 
wits with a surfer. The surprise ending 
will feature a unique Hawaii “twist” to 
the story. Even if you don’t eat “local”, 
everyone is sure to enjoy chasing the 
Musubi Man as he runs from adventure 
to adventure! 
 This free 30-minute program is 
sponsored by the Friends of the Library 
of Hawaii and is suitable for ages 2 to 5.
 Program schedules are subject to 
change. Contact the hosting library 
at least 10 days in advance to request 
a sign language interpreter or other 
special accommodation. For further 
information, visit www.librarieshawaii.

org or call the hosting library.
 Following is the schedule of per-
formances: Waianae Public Library; 
Monday, March 23, 10 a.m.; Aina 
Haina Public Library, Tuesday, 
March 24, 3 p.m.; Kaimuki Public 
Library, Wednesday, March 25, 3 
p.m.; Ewa Beach Public & School 
Library, Wednesday, April 1, 2 p.m.; 
Kahuku Public & School Library, 
Thursday, April 2, 3 p.m; Kapolei Pub-
lic Library, Saturday, April 4, 10:30 
a.m.; Salt Lake-Moanalua Public 
Library, Tuesday, April 7, 5:30 p.m.; 
Hawaii Kai Public Library, Wednes-
day, April 8, 3 p.m.; McCully-Moiliili 
Public Library, Saturday, April 11, 
10:30 a.m.; Mililani Public Library, 
Wednesday, April 15, 3 p.m.; Hawaii 
State Library-Edna Allyn Room for 
Children, Saturday, April 18, 10:30 
a.m.; Pearl City Public Library, Mon-
day, April 27, 3 p.m.; Kalihi-Palama 
Public Library, Wednesday, April 29, 
6 p.m.

Libraries to Host 
“Musubi Man”

From left, State Rep. Lynn Finnegan (R-32nd); 
Diane Eddy, Hawaii State Library Director; State 
Rep. Corinne Ching (R-27th) and State Sen. 
Fred Hemmings (R-25th) participated in a special 
House Resolution presentation in honor of the 
Lincoln Bicntennial Exhibit.


