
O
n November 10, 2011, the Hawaii State Pub-
lic Library System (HSPLS) became the first 
library system in the world to offer our patrons 
across the state access to the HSPLS HI Tech 
Academy, which includes the Microsoft IT 

Academy and Digital Literacy Program. This Academy 
provides free, web-based, self-paced training in more 
than 350 courses in the technology areas that are most 
needed for success in both the academic and workplace 
environments. All our users will be able to benefit from 
these courses.
 For example, our youngest users will be able to 
learn the basic computing skills that will get them off 
to a good start as they enter the educational system. El-
ementary school students will be able to learn skills and 
abilities that will help them perform better in today’s 
academic environment.
 High school students should note that the Ameri-
can Council on Education has recommended college 
credit for Microsoft certifications, and more than 1,500 
colleges and universities nation-wide now offer this 
credit. Unemployed workers will be able to learn the 
in-demand skills that will help them compete and find 
employment in the current marketplace. Our seniors 
and retired patrons will learn how to communicate with 
friends and families, and to lead more engaged, fulfill-
ing lives.  
 “The IT Academy has made significant positive 
impacts in schools on the mainland, with analyses 
showing that students participating in the IT Academy 
have higher GPAs, perform better on standardized tests, 
and show improved attendance, increased engagement 
in school and have higher graduation rates,” said State 
Librarian Richard Burns. “As we continue to contribute 
to improving student achievement, we enthusiastically 
encourage our students, teachers, parents and all our patrons to take full advantage 
of the IT Academy programs now available through Hawaii’s public libraries.”
 Access to the Microsoft IT Academy is available through the HSPLS website: 
www.librarieshawaii.org. Library patrons with valid library cards can access the 
courses of their choice by following simple instructions. The courses are accessi-
ble at any time in all public libraries, remotely and via mobile devices with a valid 
library card. They are self-paced, several sessions in length, and patrons can stop 
and resume their coursework at their convenience.

4  •  Holo I Mua  •  January 2012

Hawaii State Public Library System                January 2012

Holo I Mua 
(move forward, advance)

is published monthly by the
Hawaii State Public Library System

Library Development Services
3225 Salt Lake Blvd., Suite 205

Honolulu, Hawaii 96818
Tel. 831-6877 / Fax 831-6882

Website: www.librarieshawaii.org
Richard Burns, State Librarian

Paul H. Mark, Editor
Board of Education:

For info. visit: www.hawaiiboe.net

Don Horner, chairperson
Keith Amemiya

Nancy Budd
Charlene Cuaresma

Brian DeLima
Kim Gennaula

Wesley Lo
Cheryl Kauhane Lupenui

Jim Williams
Angelica Wai Sam Lao, 
student representative

Jan. 16 – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
Holiday: All libraries will be closed; 
12 libraries will be closed on Jan. 17: 
Aina Haina, Hanapepe, Hilo, Kahului, 
Kailua-Kona, Kihei, Lahaina, McCully-
Moiliili, Princeville, Thelma Parker, 
Waialua, and Waikiki-Kapahulu. Visit 
www.librarieshawaii.org or call your lo-
cal library for public service hours. 

Mark Your Calendars

HSPLS HI Tech Academy Can 
Provide Success for All

Grant will Provide 
Over 700 Computers to 
Libraries

H
awaii’s Access for All Grant, 
courtesy of a $2.4 million federal 
stimulus funds package, will 
provide the Hawaii State Public 
Library System (HSPLS) with 

768 public access computers in HSPLS 
branches throughout the state by spring 
2012. This was made possible by the fed-
eral Broadband Technology Opportunity 
Program (BTOP), funded by the Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009, and leveraged with Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation Opportunity Online 
funds. Matching funds were provided 
by the Friends of the Library of Hawaii, 
the Omidyar Ohana Fund, through the 
Hawaii Community Foundation, and the 
Alexander & Baldwin Foundation. 
 Among these new computers are 
54 ADA-accessible workstations, in-
cluding computers, furniture, hardware, 
software including JAWS and Zoom-
Text to assist vision-impaired patrons. 
Each HSPLS library now has at least 
one of these accessible workstations.
 To help prepare for new public 
access and staff equipment, HSPLS 
provided staff with 107 live training 

See Grant Provides Computers, back page

Liliha Library 
Celebrates 45th 
Anniversary
Janet Yap (holding bamboo 
pole), Liliha Public Library 
Children’s Librarian, feeds 
lishee to three Chinese lions 
at the circulation desk on 
Dec. 6, 2011. The lions from 
Gee Yung Dragon & Lion 
Dance Association helped 
to chase away evil spirits and bring good luck in 2012 before more than 150 people. 
The Amazing Alan Arita performed a magic show and keiki received balloon animals. 
Branch manager Sylvia Mitchell received Senate and House congratulatory resolutions 
from Sen. Suzanne Chun Oakland and Rep. Corinne Ching, and a congratulatory cer-
tificate from Brandon Mitsuda of Honolulu Council member Tulsi Gabbard’s office. The 
Friends of the Library of Hawaii sponsored the celebration and patrons who showed 
their library card received a free fortune cookie.

sessions which were attended by 474 
staff members. We have subscribed to 
the Webex web-based training solution, 
and have already begun providing staff 
with online and remote training oppor-
tunities. 

Grant Provides Computers, 
from front pageNew eBook Nonfiction 

Titles Now Available
By Cynthia Frazer, Hawaii State Library-
Art, Music & Recreation Section

T
he Hawaii State Library’s Art, Mu-
sic & Recreation Section is pleased 
to offer new electronic nonfiction 
titles to library users the same day 

that publishers release them, courtesy of 
Overdrive, the Hawaii State Public Li-
brary System’s main supplier of eBooks.
 Several items previously ordered, 
such as popular celebrity and sports 
biographies and many others, were not 
immediately available in electronic 
format. Many publishers are now releas-
ing both formats on the same date. This 
means that we can quickly provide best-
sellers to our Overdrive users, such as 
“Bossypants” (Tina Fey); “Life” (Keith 
Richards); “Born to Run: A Hidden 
Tribe, Superathletes, and the Greatest 
Race the World Has Never Seen.” These 
eBook titles will soon appear in our 
regular online catalog, but are available 
at our Overdrive online eBook collec-
tion site immediately after purchase.
 Patrons may browse our library’s 
downloadable eBook and audiobook 
collection at http://hawaii.lib.over-
drive.com, and search by title, subject, 

author, or format. You will need a valid 
HSPLS library card to download them 
to an eReader (now including Kindle), 
PC, Mac, and many mobile devices. 
Bookmarks with the website and 
instructions are available in the library, 
and also online at http://www.librarie-
shawaii.org/services/ebooks.htm
 With fixed format eBooks becom-
ing a reality, many publishers who have 
been holding back digital versions of 
books with heavily-illustrated content, 
are now planning to step up the release 
of backlist bestsellers and new titles.
 Another great development is the 
proliferation of eBook crafting titles. 
An advantage of viewing them on your 
screen of choice is the ability to zoom 
in on an image or text. Find crochet, 
paper crafting, and beading titles, such 
as Bead Jewelry 101, to download from 
our collection. Melanie Falick, publish-
ing director of Abrams’s STC Craft 
Line, says “Knitting books are espe-
cially suited to the e-format because 
knitters have a particularly dynamic 
online community and also because 
knitting is so portable—thus making it 
useful to have access to book content 
while out of the house.” So download 
Wendy Knits Lace on your eBook 
reader or smartphone and check your 
pattern while knitting on the bus, or 
from wherever you are!

By Wayne Kaneshiro

LIBRARY 
TOONS!

Young Danny Brown 
discovers the library.
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STORYTIMES (suitable for ages 2-5 
unless otherwise noted). All children 
must be accompanied by a parent or 
caregiver: 
• Jan. 4-Feb. 29 (Wednesdays), 10:30 
a.m. – Keiki Storytime, Kailua Public 
Library (ph. 266-9911), under the 
Reading Tree; may include simple craft 
activity. Uncle Wally Amos, founder 
of the Chip & Cookie Read Aloud 
Foundation, will be a special guest 
reader on Jan. 11, Jan. 25, and Feb. 29, 
and for a Keiki Pajama Storytime on 
Feb. 9 (Thursday) at 6:30 p.m. Keiki 
ages 3 and older are invited to wear 
their pajamas, bring a favorite bedtime 
stuffed animal or blanket, and stretch 
out under the Tree. Claudia McDowell, 
owner and creative director of Keiki 
Crescendo, will present special Musical 
Storytimes on Jan.18 and Feb. 8. Keiki 
ages 3 and older are invited to make a 
little music of their own using provided 
instruments or sound makers.   
• Jan. 10-Feb. 21 (Tuesdays), 10:30 
a.m. – Preschool Storytime, Mililani 
Public Library (ph. 627-7470), 
Children’s Section; storytime includes 
stories, songs, fingerplays, and simple 
make-and-take craft activity.
• Jan. 22-July 29 (Sundays except 
on holidays), 10:30 a.m. – Children’s 
Storytime, Kaimuki Public Library 
(ph. 733-8422), Children’s Section; suit-
able for children of all ages; storytime 
includes stories, fingerplays, rhymes, 
and make-and-take craft activity.
• Jan. 25-May 16 (Wednesdays), 9:30 

a.m. – Preschool Storytime and Craft, 
Pearl City Public Library (ph. 453-
6566), Adult Reading Section; storytime 
includes stories, songs, and other fun 
activities followed by a simple craft 
activity in the Children’s Section.
• Jan. 26-May 17 (Thursdays), 9:30 
a.m. – Toddler Puzzletime, Pearl City 
Public Library (ph. 453-6566), Adult 
Reading Section; suitable for ages 1 ½ 
to 3; this program includes educational 
board puzzles, stories, songs, and fun 
activities. 

ETHNIC PROGRAMS AND 
EVENTS:
• Jan. 7, 10:30 a.m. - Chinese Lion 
Dance at Kailua Public Library (ph. 
266-9911) under the Reading Tree. 
The Gee Yung Dragon & Lion Dance 
Association will perform and welcome 
the Year of the Dragon! Gee Yung is an 
internationally-honored Martial Arts 
Dragon and Lion Dance School that 
has won many awards for their exper-
tise in performance competition. This 
event is suitable for all ages.
• Jan. 28, 10:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m. - 
Hanafuda: Hawaii Style at Hawaii 
Kai Public Library (ph. 397-5833). 
Helen Nakano will present the basics 
of Hanafuda: Hawaii Style. She will 
discuss the history of Hanafuda and 
share myths and symbolism of the card 
designs. Seating is limited; available on 
first-come, first-served basis. Program 
is suitable for ages 8 and older; chil-
dren must be accompanied by an adult.  

INFORMATIONAL PROGRAMS 
FOR ADULTS:
• Attorney Scott 
Suzuki will present 
“Four Legal Tools 
to Protect Yourself 
from Elder Abuse, 
Long-Term Care 
Expenses and Taxes” 
at three libraries - 
Jan. 10, 6:30 p.m. at 
Kahuku Public & School Library 
(ph. 293-8935); Jan. 17, 12:30 p.m. at 
Salt Lake-Moanalua Public Library 
(ph. 831-6831); and Jan. 28, 11 a.m. at 
Mililani Public Library (ph. 627-
7470). Suzuki, volunteer community 
services attorney for the University 
of Hawaii Elder Law program, will 
discuss power of attorney, health care 
directives, differences between wills 
and trusts, and options for financing 
long-term care, including  insurance 
and Medicaid. Program will include 
a question-and-answer session. In 
addition, Suzuki will present “Legal 
Matters and Senior Citizens” at Pearl 
City Public Library (ph. 453-6566) on 
Jan. 12 at 10 a.m. Topics will include 
advanced health care directives, power 
of attorney, Medicare and Medicaid. 
There will be a question-and-answer 
session on topics such as estate plan-
ning, guardianship, public benefits, and 
elder abuse. Registration is requested; 
call the Library’s Adult Reference Desk 
to register. 
• Dr. Thomas 
Harding, Forensic 
Neuropsychologist, 
will present “Prevent-
ing Dementia: The 
Importance of Brain 
Stimulation and 
Other Key Factors” 
at Aina Haina Public 
Library (ph. 377-2456) on Jan. 14 at 
10:30 a.m. Dr. Harding will discuss 
proven brain stimulation principles and 
exercises that strengthen brain function 
and stop memory decline.

AUTHOR BOOK READINGS:
• Jan. 12, 6:30 p.m. - Meet Danika 

Dinsmore, author of “Brigitta of the 
White Forest” at Keaau Public & 
School Library (ph. 982-4281), Hu-
manities Room. Dinsmore will read her 
book and there will be a book-signing 
session. This program is suitable for 
ages 3 and older. 
• Jan. 26, 6 p.m. 
- Meet author R. 
Zamora Linmark, 
who will read selec-
tions from his latest 
novel “Leche” at the 
Hawaii State Library 
(ph. 586-3499), First 
Floor Reading Room. 
“Leche” is the story of a 
man who experiences reverse culture 
shock when he returns home to the 
Philippines after 13 years. Linmark 
will also read selected poems from his 
collection “Drive-by Vigils.” Program 
will include question-and-answer and 
book-signing sessions. The Friends of 
the Library of Hawaii is sponsoring this 
program which is suitable for ages 12 
and older.       

BOOK SALE:
• Jan. 23-27 - The Friends of Wa-
hiawa Library will conduct a book 
sale at Wahiawa Public Library (ph. 
622-6345) in the Meeting Room during 
normal library hours. Proceeds from 
the sale will benefit the Library. 

CRAFT WORKSHOP:
• Jan. 28, 2 p.m. - “Calendar Gift 
Bags” at Hawaii State Library-Art, 
Music & Recreation (AMR) Section, 
2nd Floor Balcony. Evelyn Nakamura 
will teach participants how to turn old 
calendars and reclaimed paper into gift 
and goodie bags to take home with 
them. Class size is limited to 20 adults; 
registration is required. Sign up at the 
AMR Reference Desk or call 586-
3520.   
 Visit www.librarieshawaii.org for 
an island-by-island listing of other 
children’s, teens, adults, and special 
programs. Contact the hosting library 
as soon as possible if a sign language 
interpreter or other special accommo-
dation is needed.

By Mary Ann Collignon, Young Adult Librarian, 
Kapolei Public Library

Jack D. Ferraiolo
SIDE KICKS 
(Gr. 7-10) Scott 
Hutchinson, an aver-
age teen, becomes 
Bright Boy (in 
embarrassing yel-
low tights) at night, 
sidekick to superhero 
Phantom Justice. Six years on the job 
has left him with no friends and no 
social life. When he discovers that his 
arch -nemesis Monkeywrench is none 
other than his classmate Allison, love 
blossoms – while earning both of them 
death sentences from their respective 
employers!

Maggie Stiefvater
THE SCORPIO 
RACES 
(Gr. 8-12) Every 
November on the Isle 
of Thisby, carnivorous 
water horses rise from 
the sea to be raced by 
human riders, if they aren’t drowned 
or eaten first by the violent, monstrous 
horses. Kate and her new love Sean, 
are competing for personal high stakes, 
but there can be only one winner. 

Sara Zarr
HOW TO SAVE A 
LIFE 
(Gr. 8-12) Jill, who is 
still recovering from 
her father’s unex-
pected death, has cut 
herself off from her 
boyfriend and friends. 
Her mom tries to fill 
the gap with plans to adopt a baby, and 
Jill is horrified by the decision. When 
Mandy, the birth mom, moves in with 
them, Jill is resentful and suspicious of 
the inconsistencies in Mandy’s story.

Harlan Coben
SHELTER 
(Gr. 8-12) After 
witnessing his father’s 
death in a car ac-
cident, Mickey now 
lives with his sports 
agent/detective Uncle 
Myron. Mickey gets a 
message from the mysterious Bat Lady 
that his father is still alive. But Mickey 
has more to worry about when Ashley, 
his new girlfriend, suddenly disappears 
and everyone he asks won’t tell where 
she is.

Jennifer Castle
THE BEGINNING 
OF AFTER
(Gr. 8-12) Laurel’s 
life changes forever 
when a car driven by 
her friend David’s 
father crashes out 
of control, killing 
David’s mother, Laurel’s parents and 
her little brother. She struggles with 
her guilt at staying home that night to 
do homework, her anger at losing her 
whole family, and her unexpected at-
traction to David, who is dealing with 
his own grief.

Celebrate Chinese New Year, Meet 
Authors, and More

H
appy New Year! The Hawaii State    
Public Library System (HSPLS)    
provides free multi-cultural, year-round   
programs that encourage a love of reading   
and life-long learning. Upcoming    

programs and special events include preschool   
storytimes, a Chinese Lion Dance, author book   
readings, a book sale, a Japanese card game,   
informational presentations and a craft workshop   
for adults: 

Suzuki

Harding

Linmark

North Kohala Library 
Achieves Milestones

N
orth Kohala Public Library, 
the Hawaii State Public 
Library System’s (HSPLS) 
newest library, reached two 

additional milestones in December 
2011: it became the first HSPLS 
library and the first state building 
in Hawaii to achieve the coveted 
LEED (Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design) Gold 
Certification, and Library Journal’s 
annual issue highlighting achieve-
ments in library architecture com-
mended the Library for its cupola 
which enhances natural light and 
for using wind turbines to generate 
power.    


