
Kapaa Public Library 
(Kauai) conducted a dedica-
tion ceremony to rename the 
Children’s Room the “Priscilla 
T. Leong Children’s Reading 
Room” in honor of the late 
Priscilla Tam Leong. Rev. 
Henry Kahale of Ke Akua 
Mana delivered a Hawaiian 
blessing for the May 17th 
event. Leong, a strong ad-
vocate in the opening of the 
Library in March 1955, was 
a special part-time Library 
children’s assistant and long-
time President of the Friends 
of Kapaa Public Library. In honor of her dedication and commitment to the libraries and 
children of Kauai, Leong’s family recently donated $25,000 to the Library, which will be 
used to fund library materials, programs, and furniture. Front row (l-r) Sean Asquith (of-
fered a Hawaiian pule), Library Branch Manager Lani T. Kawahara, Geraldine Tam and 
Myrna Alegardo. Back row (l-r) State Librarian Richard Burns, Board of Education Kauai 
member Nancy Budd, Neva Olsen and August Yee.           Photo courtesy of Kapaa Public Library
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August 16 – Statehood Day Holiday; 
all libraries will be closed. Four librar-
ies normally closed on Fridays-Aiea, 
Hawaii Kai, Liliha, and Makawao-will 
also be closed on Saturday, August 17 
to observe the holiday. Visit www.librar-
ieshawaii.org or call your local library 
for public service hours.

See Legislative Appropriation, page 3

See State Librarian, page 3

Legislature Appropriates $700,000 
for Library eBooks, other Materials

W
ith the support of Governor 
Neil Abercrombie and the 
Board of Education, the Hawaii 
State Legislature appropri-
ated $700,000 for the Hawaii 

State Public Library System (HSPLS) 
to significantly expand its collections of 
eBooks and other new library materials. 
 “We would like to express our sin-
cere appreciation to the Legislature and 
Governor for providing this much needed 
funding to enhance our eBooks collection 
as well as our other library collections,” 
said State Librarian Richard Burns. “Our 
eBook collection is extremely popular 
and well-used, and eBook circulation is 
growing at a faster rate than any other 
materials collection. Accordingly, we plan to devote fully half of these funds to 
eBook purchases, which we estimate will increase our total eBook collection by 
approximately 25%. This funding will help us meet the high demand for eBooks 
and other library materials.”
 This marks the first time since 2008 (the beginning of Hawaii’s economic 
downturn) that Hawaii’s public libraries will receive funding specifically for 
library materials. For the past five years, HSPLS has relied on special funds and 
federal grants from the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) to pur-
chase annual subscriptions to the most popular, high-demand online resources and 
databases, and to expand and update our library collections. In addition, HSPLS 
has used these IMLS grants to fund IT infrastructure, network and other technol-
ogy costs, and some eBook/eAudio/eMusic materials.
 Board of Education Chairman Don Horner said “Our Libraries play a vital role 
in providing access to educational and vocational information. Technology is pro-
viding libraries a new opportunity to offer the public improved access to informa-
tion more effectively and efficiently.”
 HSPLS has also formed valuable partnerships to replace obsolete public ac-
cess computers and enhance our workforce development resources, including: 
  • Partnering with the University of Hawaii and the Department of Education in 
the federal Broadband Technology Opportunity Program (BTOP), which provided 
free wireless internet access in all our libraries; new public access computers, 
including 54 ADA-accessible workstations; and new hardware and software. 
  • Leveraging our $823,000 Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Opportunity Online 
hardware grant with the BTOP grant to install more than 780 new public access 
computers and workstations in Hawaii’s public libraries. The Friends of the Library 

August Events

H
awaii State Library (HSL) will 
continue celebrating its Centenni-
al Anniversary through December 
2013. The Library, located at 478 

South King Street, opened on Febru-
ary 1, 1913. An historical exhibit about 
the Library will be featured in the First 
Floor Reading Room throughout the 
celebration. In addition to its regular 
Saturday morning Children’s Story-
times in the Edna Allyn Room (EAR), 
the Library will offer free special 
programs and new exhibits each month 
during its Centennial year. All children 
must be accompanied by a parent or 
caregiver. At press time, the following 
exhibit and program are offered:
     •  Lobby 
exhibit for 
August: TV 
and Movies 
Made in 
Hawaii 
(extended 
for one month; new displays added) 
 •  August 15, 6 p.m., First Floor 
Reading Room – Queen Victoria’s Life 
and Loves. Rebecca Knuth, UH-
Manoa Library and Information Sci-
ence Program Professor, will discuss 
Queen Victoria’s life, marriage and the 
three men she loved: Prince Albert and 
servants John Brown and Abdul Khalid. 
This program is suitable for ages 12 
and older. 
 To request a sign language inter-
preter or other special accommoda-
tion, please call the Library as soon as 
possible at 586-3500. Please visit the 
HSPLS website (www.librarieshawaii.
org) for Hawaii State Library Centen-
nial Event updates. 
 The Holo I Mua will announce 
more special programs and exhibits 
scheduled for the Hawaii State Li-
brary’s Centennial Anniversary Cel-
ebration in upcoming issues.

State Librarian Receives 
High Marks from Board 
of Education

S
tate Librarian Richard Burns 
received an “Exceptional” rat-
ing from the Board of Educa-
tion (BOE), the highest rating 
possible, during his 

annual job performance 
evaluation at the Board’s 
General Business Meeting 
conducted at the Hawaii 
State Library July 16. 
 “I would like to thank 
the Board of Education for 
their confidence in me, their support of 
my leadership and especially for their 
consistent support of the Hawaii State 
Public Library System and our staff,” 
said Burns. “Despite limited resources, 
our staff has achieved notable mile-
stones over the past five years, improv-
ing and increasing the number of free 
public programs and services, continu-
ing to develop traditional and print 
collections while moving forward into 
the wireless, e-book and other digital 
arenas, and increasing the value the 
library system provides for our users 
across the state. Now more than ever 
before, the Hawaii State Public Library 

Burns

Lucky participants in the 2013 HSPLS 
Adult and Teen Summer Reading Pro-
grams each received an attractive USB 
flash drive (1 GB) emblazoned with the 
library card logo during the final week of 
the program. 12,000 of these flash drives 
were provided by Hawaii’s Access for All 
Grant through the Broadband Technology 
Opportunities Program, funded by the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act of 2009, and leveraged with Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation Opportunity 
Online funds; matching funds were pro-
vided by the Friends of the 
Library of Hawaii, the Omidyar 
Ohana Fund through the 
Hawaii Community 
Foundation, 
and Alexander 
& Baldwin 
Foundation.

The Hawaii Historic Foundation presented a spe-
cial Centennial Recognition award to the Hawaii 
State Library in honor of the flagship Library’s 
100th Anniversary at the 39th Annual Preservation 
Honor Awards Ceremony conducted at the Neal S. 
Blaisdell Center. The Preservation Honor Awards 
are the highest recognition of projects, individuals or 
organizations active in preservation, rehabilitation, 
restoration or interpretation of the state’s historic, 
cultural or archeological heritage in Hawaii. Hawaii 
State Library Director Diane Eddy (left) and State Li-
brarian Richard Burns accepted the award on behalf 
of the Library. 



Back-to-School Tips 
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Legislative Appropriation, from 
front page

State Librarian, from front page

By Eva Martinson, Youth Services Librarian, 
Thelma Parker Memorial Public & School Library

D. B. Johnson
MAGRITTE’S MAR-
VELOUS HAT
(Preschool-Gr. 3)
Inspired by surrealist 
painter René Magritte, 
eye-catching illustra-
tions and overlays stimulate imagina-
tions as the protagonist plays hide-and-
seek with his hat.

Gianna Marino
TWO TALL HOUSES
(Preschool-Gr. 1)
Owl and Rabbit learn 
that more cooperation 
and less competitive-
ness are better for a 
friendship and literally leave a smaller 
footprint on the earth.

Wynton Marsalis / 
Paul Rogers (Illus-
trator) 
SQUEAK, RUM-
BLE, WHOMP! 
WHOMP! WHOMP!: A SONIC 
ADVENTURE
(Preschool-Gr. 1) The second col-
laboration between multiple Grammy 
Award-winning jazz trumpeter and 
composer Wynton Marsalis and illus-
trator Paul Rogers takes readers on an 
exuberant and textually noisy neighbor-
hood tour.

Ted Kooser / Jon 
Klassen (Illustrator)  
HOUSE HELD UP 
BY TREES
(Preschool-Gr. 3) 
In this subdued and 
touching story of a house’s transforma-
tion in its environment over time, Pu-
litzer Prize-winning poet Ted Kooser’s 

austere narrative is complemented by 
restrained illustrations from Caldecott 
Medal Award-winner Jon Klassen.

Your Library Card: The 
Smartest Card in Your Wallet

A
s you or your children prepare 
to go back-to-school, did you 
know the smartest card in your 
wallet is a valid Hawaii State 

Public Library System (HSPLS) library 
card? Your HSPLS library card is the 
key that opens the door to a wealth of 
free resources, programs and services 
to help you or your child succeed 
in school, including the HI Tech 
Academy, online databases including 
Powerspeak Languages, Testing and 
Education Reference Center, and 
homework assistance resources for 
elementary, middle school, and high 
school students; wireless internet 
access (wi-fi), Reference and Readers 
Advisory assistance, and more. Please 
visit the HSPLS website: www.
librarieshawaii.org and click on the 
“Back-to-School Resources” button for 
more information. 
 Your valid photo ID and proof of 
current local address are required to 
obtain a Hawaii State Public Library 
System (HSPLS) library card from 
any HSPLS library. The initial card for 
Hawaii residents and stationed military 
personnel is free. For non-resident 
cards, temporary address and proof of 
permanent address are required. Notify 
your local public library immediately 
if your card is lost, stolen, or have a 
change of address or phone number. 
 Minors (under 18) must have their 
applications co-signed by a parent 
or guardian. The parent or guardian 
must present a current ID and proof of 
mailing address. Parents or guardians 
are responsible for items, fines, and 
fees on their children’s cards. 
 For more information, please 
visit our HSPLS website at www.

librarieshawaii.org or call your local 
public library. 

Children’s Storytimes 

M
any HSPLS libraries offer 
free weekly Children’s 
Storytime featuring early 
literacy themes such as the 

alphabet, colors, numbers, shapes, 
and the five senses through stories, 
sing-along songs, finger plays, and 
simple craft activities. For keiki who 
are not going to school yet, parents 
and caregivers are encouraged to 
contact their local public library to 
find out when Children’s Storytime is 
offered. For more information, please 
visit www.librarieshawaii.org, select 
“Programs and Events” and click on 
the “Children’s Story Time” button. 

Book Recommendations to 
Help Ease the Transition 

Kindergarten: 

Hyewon Yum
MOM, IT’S MY 
FIRST DAY OF 
KINDERGARTEN 
“Don’t worry, mom – 
I’m a big boy now!” 
The mother in this story is more 
worried than her son and both survive 
the experience but guess what happens 
the next day? 

Toni Buzzeo
ADVENTURE 
ANNIE GOES TO 
KINDERGARTEN 
Annie Grace (aka 
Adventure Annie) 
embarks on her first 
day in Kindergarten ready for all sorts 
of grand adventures. She accidentally 

breaks some classroom rules but learns 
quickly that Kindergarten has its own 
kind of rewarding adventure.

Audrey Penn 
THE KISSING 
HAND
This modern classic 
is the story of young 
Chester Raccoon who 
is reluctant to go to his 
first day of kindergarten until his moth-
er shares a way he can take her love 
with him, no matter where he goes. 
 
Middle School and High School:
Non-Fiction

Lisa A. Wroble 
DEALING WITH STRESS: A 
HOW-TO-GUIDE
Series: Life, a How-To-Guide 

L. L. Owens
FRENEMIES: DEALING WITH 
FRIEND DRAMA 
Series: Strong, Beautiful Girls 

Danica McKellar 
HOT X: ALGEBRA EXPOSED!

Danica McKellar 
MATH DOESN’T SUCK: HOW 
TO SURVIVE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
MATH WITHOUT LOSING YOUR 
MIND OR BREAKING A NAIL

Sean Covey 
6 MOST IMPORTANT DECISIONS 
YOU’LL EVER MAKE: A GUIDE 
FOR TEENS

Jack Canfield and Kent Healy
SUCCESS PRINCIPLES FOR 
TEENS: HOW TO GET FROM 
WHERE YOU ARE TO WHERE 
YOU WANT TO BE 

Marci G. Fox and Leslie Sokol 
THINK CONFIDENT, BE 
CONFIDENT FOR TEENS: A 
COGNITIVE THERAPY GUIDE 
TO OVERCOMING SELF-DOUBT 
AND CREATING UNSHAKABLE 
SELF-ESTEEM 

of Hawaii played a major role in provid-
ing matching funds of about $388,000 
as required by the grant program.
  • Joining with Microsoft, to become 
the only library system in the world to 
offer all our patrons free access to the 
Microsoft IT Academy and Digital Lit-
eracy Program, which provide s online 
training that patrons can use to create 
their careers in the IT marketplace. 
 “Without State funding, IMLS 
grants and our many valuable partner-
ships, the Hawaii State Public Library 
System would be unable to provide 
the programs, resources and public 
access technology our patrons need,” 
said Burns. “Now our patrons can build 
their future in the world of technology 
and prepare themselves for employ-
ment in the modern workplace. It 
comes at a noteworthy time as the Ha-
waii State Library celebrates 100 years 
of service to the people of Hawaii and 
as we continue construction on a new 
public library in Aiea.”

System is providing our patrons with 
the resources they need to achieve 
academically, build their futures in the 
world of technology, prepare them-
selves for employment in the modern 
workplace and lead engaged, fulfilling 
lives,” Burns said.
 Over the past few years, the Hawaii 
State Public Library System (HSPLS) 
has concentrated on supporting stu-
dent achievement and upgrading and 
improving its public access technology 
resources:
  • HSPLS is the only library system 
in the world to offer the Microsoft IT 
Academy, which provides free online 
digital literacy and advanced technol-
ogy training

  • HSPLS provides free wireless 
Internet access in all 50 public libraries
Every public access computer in every 
library is new within the past two years
  • HSPLS libraries offer high speed 
Internet access, and by next year will 
have fiber-optic connectivity in all our 
libraries
  • eBook and audiobook collections 
now include some 30,000 licensed 
items, as well as access to a similar 
number of free eBooks
  • The new Learn4Life program 
provides free instructor-led, lifelong-
learning courses ranging from personal 
finance to digital photography to start-
ing a business
  • Patrons have access to more than 
80 online databases 
  • You can now like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter 
HSPLS’ technology implementa-
tions, upgrades and enhancements led 
directly to the Library system earning 
the State of Hawaii’s first Excellence in 
Technology Award In October 2012.
 HSPLS has achieved other notable 
milestones in Fiscal Year 2013 including: 
  • The 2012 Summer Reading 
Programs (SRP) offered for Children, 
Teens and Adults, set records again 
with more than 29,000 readers of all 
ages reading over 302,000 books dur-
ing the five-week program. Between 
2009 and 2012, participation in the 
SRP has grown by 41 percent. 
  • In FY 2012, HSPLS circulated 
nearly 7 million items and conducted 
nearly 8,700 programs, author visits, 
storytimes, class visits, booktalks, 
workshops, and more with a total at-
tendance of more than 222,000. 
  • In FY 2013, the number of Internet 
sessions conducted via library comput-
ers increased by 11 percent, to nearly 
670,000. 
 Board of Education Chairman Don 
Horner stated “Our Libraries play a 
vital role in providing access to educa-
tional and vocational information. Our 
State Librarian understands technology 
will provide libraries increased oppor-
tunities to offer the public improved 
access to information more effectively 
and efficiently.”


