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Neighbor Island Libraries Facility 
Upgrades

July 4 - Fourth of July Holiday; all 
libraries will be closed. Visit www.librar-
ieshawaii.org or call your local library 
for public service hours.

S
elected Neighbor Island public libraries 
will undergo building upgrades this 
summer, thanks to capital improvements 
funding provided by the state Legislature. 
The following libraries will be closed 

temporarily for pre-scheduled improvements and 
ADA renovation projects:
  • Wailuku Public Library (Maui) – begin-
ning July 4 for re-roofing and tent fumigation. 
On July 3 at 4 p.m., book drop will be locked 
and inaccessible for duration of project. The 
Bookmobile will not be in service.
  • Laupahoehoe Public & School Library 
(Big Island) – starting July 8 for re-roofing and 
downspout replacement. On July 5 at 3 p.m., 
book drop will be locked and inaccessible for 
duration of project. 
  • Hana Public & School Library (Maui) – 
closed June 21 for re-roofing and air-conditioner 
replacement. Book drop will remain open for 
duration of project.
  • Lihue Public Library (Kauai) – closed 
April 11 for replacement of air-conditioning sys-
tem, carpeting and interior lighting, but library 
staff will provide limited library services from an Interim Library in the Confer-
ence Room. Book drop will remain open for duration of project. 
 “We would like to thank our legislators for providing funding to renovate these 
Neighbor Island public libraries to ensure health and safety priorities are met for 
our patrons and staff,” said State Librarian Richard Burns. “Summer is normally 
the dry season in Hawaii and it is a good time to schedule our re-roofing and other 
renovation projects.” 
 While the Libraries are closed, patrons may visit any of our other public librar-
ies. Patrons may also log-on to the HSPLS website: www.librarieshawaii.org to: 
  • Renew books and most library materials online for an additional three weeks if 
there are no reserves on the items. Only one renewal per item is allowed. Items that 
are not eligible for renewal are Hot Picks, DVDs, videotapes, and overdue materials. 
  • Browse the HSPLS Catalog for book titles, eBooks, digital audio books, and 
our wide variety of online databases which provide access to full-text materials 
from thousands of magazines, newspapers, journals, and other publications. 
  • Get answers to brief informational reference questions by using the “Ask-A-Li-
brarian” E-Reference service: select the “Information” tab, click on “E-Reference” 
and follow the simple instructions. A library card is not required to use this service.
 Announcements will be made when these Libraries are scheduled to reopen.

Take the HSPLS 
Customer 
Satisfaction Survey
Hawaii’s Public Libraries Seek 
Patron Feedback throughout July

W
e need your opinions! 
The Hawaii State Public 
Library System is currently 
conducting our 2013 

Customer Satisfaction Survey to 
obtain feedback from library users 
about our collections and services. 
 The survey, which will be con-
ducted through July 31, will help 
us identify areas where we can im-
prove our services and better meet 
the needs of our communities. The 
customer satisfaction survey will 
also gather responses concerning 
our online databases, e-Learning 
resources, eBooks/eAudio/eMusic 
collections, and Internet schedul-
ing self-service system, which will 
be included in our annual Federal 
Library Services and Technology 
Act (LSTA) Grant report. 
 “Your feedback is very 
important to us,” said State 
Librarian Richard Burns. “The 
survey takes just a few minutes 
to complete and will be available 
online at www.librarieshawaii.
org and in a paper version at all 50 
libraries statewide.”

July Events

H
awaii State Library (HSL) will 
continue celebrating its Centenni-
al Anniversary through December 
2013. The Library, located at 478 

South King Street, opened on Febru-
ary 1, 1913. An historical exhibit about 
the Library will be featured in the First 
Floor Reading Room throughout the 
celebration. In addition to its regular 
Saturday morning Children’s Story-
times in the Edna Allyn Room (EAR), 
the Library will offer free special 
programs and new exhibits each month 
during its Centennial year. All children 
must be accompanied by a parent or 
caregiver. 
  • Lobby exhibit for July: TV and 
Movies Made in Hawaii 
  • July 6, 11 a.m., HSL Courtyard – 
“Dig into Reading” Summer Reading 
Program Finale. Keiki ages 4 and older 
are invited to participate in multiple 
crafts and other activities featuring 
dinosaurs, pyramids, pirates, and more. 
From July 1-6, (final week of program) 
the Library will present a free book to 
each participating keiki who has read 
at least one book during the 
previous week. 
  • July 13, 11:45 a.m., 
First Floor Reading Room – 
Honolulu Town: A Whole-
some Town with a Raucous 
Night Life. Co-authors 
Laura Ruby and Ross 
Stephenson will conduct an 
encore presentation of their 
book Honolulu Town (2012) 
focusing on the uplifting 
influence of the Library 
of Hawaii on “rough-and-
tumble” early Honolulu. 
The Hawaii Council for the 
Humanities is sponsoring 
this program for ages 12 
and older. 

  • July 20, 11:30 a.m., Middle Reader 
Room – Meet Author and Illustrator 
Roy Chang. Children ages 9 and older 
are invited to hear Midweek cartoon-
ist and fine arts teacher Roy Chang 
discuss how he created manga-style 
illustrations for his new chapter book 
Cacy & Kiara and the Curse of the Kiÿi. 
  • July 23, 2 p.m., First Floor Read-
ing Room – Stories Galore: Four 
Japanese Tellers. Professional storytell-
ers Masako Sueyoshi and Tomoko 
Sugano from Japan, Linda Yemoto 
(San Francisco) and Anne Shimojima 
(Chicago) will share stories in a variety 
of styles such as Japanese folktales, 
spooky stories, kamishibai (telling 
with picture panels), and nature stories. 
Kaimuki Public Library will also host 
a performance by the Four Japanese 
Tellers at 4 p.m. Events are suitable for 
all ages. 
  • July 27, 10:30 a.m., Edna Allyn 
Room for Children – Anne Glover Tells 
String Stories! Canadian storyteller 
Anne Glover will present wacky string 
stories combining elements of sign 
language, mind-bending string figures, 
uncanny sound effects, and charming 
characters. Glover will also perform at 
Kaimuki Public Library on July 31 at 
4 p.m. Events are suitable for all ages. 
To request a sign language interpreter 
or other special accommodation, please 
call the Library as soon as possible at 
586-3500.

Bon Dance @ the Library
In celebration of the Hawaii State Library’s Centennial 
Anniversary, an estimated 200 people of all ages 
participated in a bon dance on the Library’s 
Great Lawn June 1. The free event also included 
performances by Hawaii Matsuri Taiko and bon 
dancers from Omiya Minbu Kai and Waipahu Soto 
Mission.           Photo courtesy of Hawaii State Library

Wailuku Public Library

Lihue Public Library

Laupahoehoe Public & 
School Library

Hana Public & School Library

Rakugo Storytellers
Bento Rakugo, featured performers for 
the 2013 HSPLS Children’s Summer 
Reading Program, is currently receiv-
ing rave reviews on a performance 
tour of 11 selected statewide libraries 
through July 17. The group performs in 
the traditional Rakugo (“fallen words”) 
storytelling style with a modern twist to 
the Japanese comedy. All stories are 
spoken in English. Serina Dunham 
(seated on table) and artistic direc-
tor Yasu Ishida (right) present a brief 
history of Japanese theatre at Kaimuki 
Public Library last month. Final shows 
will be on July 17 on the Big Island: 
10 a.m. at Keaau Public & School 
Library and 2 p.m. at Naalehu Public 
Library.  

Photo courtesy of Kaimuki Public Library 
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By Edna Weeks, Section Head, Hawaii State 
Library-Young Adult Section

Sarah Rees Brennan 
UNSPOKEN
(Gr. 7-12) Kami 
Glass is in love with 
someone she’s nev-
er met: a boy she’s 
talked to in her head 
since she was born. 
Her life seems to 
be in order, until 
disturbing events begin to occur. 

Gina Damico 
CROAK
(Gr. 9-12) Lexing-
ton “Lex” Battleby 
is a juvenile 
delinquent who is 
sent to her Uncle 
Mort’s farm after 
her latest stunt. In-
stead of turning her 
life around, “Lex” becomes a Grimm 
reaper and her limits are tested as she 
discovers how far she will go to help 
the souls and herself. 

Aletha Kontis
ENCHANTED 
(Gr. 8-12) Sunday 
loves to write stories 
but has a problem: 
when she reads 
them aloud, they 
tend to come true. 
Guess what happens 
when a frog claiming to be a cursed hu-
man asks her to read a few stories that 
don’t harm anyone 
and to kiss him? 

Erin Jade Lange 
BUTTER
(Gr. 9-12) Butter, 
a morbidly obese 
teenager, is sick of 
being invisible but 

A
ll participants in the 2013 HSPLS 
Children’s Summer Reading 
Program received a “hands on” gardening kit as a perfect 
tie-in to the Program’s theme “Dig into Reading.” The intent of the inter-

active project was to encourage children to learn more about gardening, plants, 
composting and science as well as “grow and expand” their young minds.
 “The bean planting kits (our week 2 incentive) were a big hit with the kids,” 
said Princeville Library Branch Manager Michelle Young. “One boy even brought 
his plant back to the library, and proudly showed off his five-inch sprout to each of 
the library staff members and summer reading program volunteer. His mom said 
he planted some in their front yard at home which was growing even taller.” 
 “Dig into Reading” and watch your keiki grow and thrive! 

E
d2Go, the electronic database that 
offers free instructor-led online 
courses through the HSPLS web-
site, has been renamed Learn-

4Life by its provider Gale/Cengage 
Learning. 
 “Learn4Life is 
a more appropri-
ate name for this 
database and public 
library users will 
now be able to 
differentiate this 
electronic resource from the academic 
version,” said State Librarian Richard 
Burns. “Library users can simply enter 
their library card number instead of a 
passcode to enroll in a course.” 
 Learn4Life will provide our 
patrons with additional opportunities 
to increase their personal and career 
development, help them lead more 
engaged, fulfilled lives, and support 
their lifelong-learning needs. Library 
patrons will be able to enroll in hun-
dreds of courses in a variety of subjects 
ranging from personal finance to digital 
photography to health and wellness, 
including 19 that can lead to continuing 
education credits.

Oahu Librarians 
Find Adventure in 
Peruvian Amazon 
By Tisha Aragaki

T
wo librarians from the Hawaii 
State Public Library System 
(HSPLS) returned home after a 
two-week adventure in the jungles 

of the Peru-
vian Amazon. 
After enduring 
approximately 
27 hours of air 
travel, Tisha 
Aragaki, 
Section Head 
for the Hawaii 
State Library’s 
Edna Allyn 
Room for 
Children, and 
Jolene Miya-
ji, Children’s 
Librarian at 
Waipahu Pub-
lic Library, 
landed in 
Iquitos, Peru, 
and headed 
straight into 

doesn’t really want to make a splash 
either. One day, Butter is finally pushed 
over the edge and posts a blog about 
his last meal but instead it brings him 
instant popularity. 

David Levithan 
EVERY DAY 
(Gr. 9-12) Every 
day a boy named 
“A” wakes up in a 
different body. Find 
out what happens 
when “A” meets 
Rhiannon, the girl-
friend of Justin, the 
boy whose body he inhabits. 

Spotlight on:

Kahului Public 
Library

K
ahului Public Library, located 
at 90 School Street, provides li-
brary services to the communities 
of Kahului and the central Maui 

area. The 
Library 
opened on 
February 
9, 1963, 
and is the 
second largest library on Maui (Ki-
hei Public Library is the largest Maui 
library). The architect for the Library 
was Noboru Kobayashi and the con-
tractor was F & M Contractors. 
 Kahului Public Library celebrated 
its 50th Anniversary this year with 
special programs, performances and 
events (see Holo I Mua, March 2013, 
page 3 news article and photo: http://
hawaii.sdp.sirsi.net/custom/web/con-
tent/13%20March.pdf). The Library 
offers the largest library collection on 
the Valley Isle, including books, DVDs, 
CDs and magazines; the Maui News 
in print and microfilm archives from 
the 1900s to the present; in addition to 
20 public access computers.   
 On April 17, 1988, the Library was 
rededicated following a renovation that 
increased floor space and added an 
enclosed, air-conditioned Hawaiiana 
Room. Recent renovations included 
the installation of a rooftop photovol-
taic energy system in 2011, extensive 
repairs to the air-conditioning unit in 
2010, and electrical upgrades and in-
stallation of additional electrical outlets 
in 2012 to accommodate additional 
computers and other related electronic 
equipment. 
 Kahului Public Library is open on 
Tuesday from noon to 8 p.m.; Wednes-
day, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and closed on 
Sunday and Monday. For more infor-
mation about the Library’s services and 
programs, please call 873-3097.

(Left to right) HSPLS librarians Tisha Aragaki and Jolene Miyaji 
assisted teacher Fernando with the installation of water purification 
systems in Napo region villages of the Peruvian Amazon. 

Photo courtesy of Tisha Aragaki

the rain forests of the Napo region 
of the Peruvian Amazon where their 
adventure began. 
 Aragaki and Miyaji were volunteer 
participants in the Adopt-a-School 
Program of CONAPAC, the Civil 
Association for Conservation of the 
Peruvian Amazon Environment, whose 
purpose is the conservation of the 
Peruvian Amazon primary rainforest. 
The ten-day project included deliveries 
of school supplies and installations 
of water purification systems in 
several villages along the Amazon and 
Napo Rivers. In addition, the team of 
volunteers spent two days conducting 
improvement projects and working 
with children at the CONAPAC 
Amazon Library.
 At the conclusion of the project, 
the two HSPLS librarians remained 
in Iquitos for a few more days to visit 
and network with some of the area 
libraries. Overall, the project was 
challenging at times, but the work 
was incredibly rewarding. While this 
was Miyaji’s first visit to Peru, it 
was Aragaki’s third visit and second 
time as a project participant. Are they 
planning to return to the rainforests 
again next year? Only time will tell . . . 

 Learn4Life courses are developed 
by expert instructors, many currently 
working at universities around 
the country, and have continuous 
enrollment dates. Each individual 

course is offered 
online for six 
weeks and features 
12 lessons with 
online discussions, 
homework, quizzes 
and a final exam. 
 Hawaii 

residents can enroll and participate 
in courses from library computers or 
remotely from their home computer or 
mobile device. To access Learn4Life, 
visit the HSPLS Home Page (www.
librarieshawaii.org) and click on the 
“E-Learning @ Your Library” logo in 
the right column. 
 Patrons will need a valid HSPLS 
library card and must enter the 
card number to register for a class. 
Funding for Learn4Life is provided 
by the federal Library Services and 
Technology Act, which is administered 
by the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services. 

Bean-Planting 
Kit a Hit at 
Libraries

Ed2Go is Now Learn4Life
Database Name Change Benefits Library Patrons


