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By Willis Oshiro, Librarian,
Hawaiÿi State Library-Young Adult Section

Student Research
Center

T

he Student Research Center,
one of over 40
EBSCO electronic
databases available on
the HSPLS website, is
designed for students
in grades 6 to 12. It can link to full-text
magazine and newspaper articles, biographies, radio and television transcripts,
primary source documents, photographs,
and maps.
To access this database, use the
library’s catalog terminals or your home
computer to go to www.librarieshawaii.
org, click on “Other Databases,” scroll
down and select “Student Research Center.” From a home computer, you’ll need
a valid library card number. Start from
the basic search screen and type in your
research topic.
This database, which is updated
daily, searches for the topic in thousands
of articles from magazines, newspapers
and other sources.
Select the specific source for your
results. For example, research the life of
Rosa Parks. With all the source categories checked off, the search could yield
over 1,000 articles. The typical researcher doesn’t need this many articles,
and most articles would be quite similar.
You can filter your results by putting a
check mark by the Biographies link but
not by the other source types (magazines,
newspapers, etc.). This limits the search
to sources that relate only to her life, and
would exclude hundreds of articles written shortly after her death in 2005.
Since this database is designed for
a wide range of reading and comprehension levels, the Lexile Reading Level
feature can limit the results. Use the
“Limit Your Results” box to specify the
grade level for your search. This feature

can help the middle school researcher by
excluding articles written for upper level
high school students.
To illustrate this feature, we did a
search on the debate concerning evolution and intelligent design. Without
specifying the Lexile Reading Level, this
search yielded over 650 results. The same
search with a 6th grade limit yielded 16
results; a 9th grade limit yielded 48 results, and a 12th grade limit yielded only
5 results. Of course, many articles are not
evaluated using the Lexile Reading Level
scale so using this feature will lessen the
number of results for any search.
This database is an excellent tool for
middle school and high school students to
use for research projects. It has a simple
design, is easy to use, and delivers relevant
information with just a few keystrokes.
Student Research Center is provided
through Federal Library Services and
Technology Act (LSTA) funding, which
is administered by the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS).
Next month: Arts & Humanities through the Ages

(Smithsonian Exhibit, from front page)

Movies and Music in the 1940’s,” a film
program presented by Steven Fredrick;
June 3, 10 a.m., 1st Floor, “The Sound
of Swing @ your library,” lecture/demo
by a jazz band featuring Bailey Matsuda
and Bobby Nishida - jazz music from
the 40’s and 50’s that originated during
wartime; for ages 12 to adult.; June 13,
6:30 p.m., “An
Era of Change:
Oral Histories of
Civilians in World
War II Hawaiÿi,”
featuring Nyla Fujii-Babb and Dann
Seki performing
dramatic readings
and enactments;
and June 17, 1 p.m., “Life in an Internment Camp,” presentation by Patricia
Kirita Nomura and Jane Kurahara. All
of these programs are sponsored by the
Hawaiÿi Council for the Humanities and
the Smithsonian Institution. Additional
program sponsors include: Spam Jam
(May 7); and the UH-Mänoa Outreach
College’s Statewide Cultural Extension

Program (June 3 & 13). Call the library 7
to 10 days in advance if a sign language
interpreter or other special accommodation is needed for any of these programs.
“Produce for Victory” will provide
these three libraries with an opportunity to showcase artifacts, memorabilia,
stories and memories of the home front.
Anyone who is interested in loaning
home front memorabilia or artifacts for
the duration of the exhibit at Kapolei
Public Library should call 693-7050.
“Produce for Victory” is part of the
Museum on Main Street project – a national/state partnership to bring exhibitions
and programs to cultural institutions. The
exhibition – which was designed to partner with libraries, historical societies and
museums – features 25 reproductions of
World War II posters from the collections
of the Smithsonian Institution’s National
Museum of American History.
The exhibition is scheduled to tour
eight communities in Hawaiÿi from
March 2006 through July 2007. For the
Hawaiÿi tour schedule, visit www.sites.
si.edu and click on “Detailed Schedule”
from the navigation column on the left.
For more information about the exhibit
at the other two libraries, call Kailua at
266-9914, or Wailuku at 243–5766.
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Three Libraries to
Host Smithsonian
Poster Exhibit

K

apolei Public Library,
Kailua Public
Library and
Wailuku Public
Library, in cooperation with the
Hawaiÿi Council for
the Humanities, are
scheduled to host
the local showing of Produce for Victory:
Posters on the American Home Front,
1941 – 1945, a Smithsonian Institution
traveling exhibition which focuses on
posters circulated in the United States
during World War II to promote patriotism and to increase industrial output.
This special exhibit, which opened
this past March at the King Kamehameha
V Judiciary Center, is suitable for ages 12
to adult, and will be available for viewing
during regular library hours at Kapolei
Public Library (second floor) from May
1 – June 17; Kailua Public Library from
June 28 – July 19; and at Wailuku Public
Library from Sept. 15 – Oct. 20.
Kapolei Public Library is scheduled
to host a variety of programs in conjunction with the exhibit throughout the 7–
week tour: May 6, 10:30 a.m., 2nd Floor,
“Spam: Taste of the Islands @ your library,” cooking demo by Executive Chef
Chip Hawkins, Canoes Restaurant of the
Renaissance ÿIlikai Waikï kï Hotel (recipes featuring Spam, the wartime staple
made popular in Hawaiÿi during WW II);
for all ages; May 20, 1 p.m., local author
Dee Buckingham discusses her upcoming
book about how the war changed the daily lives of Hawaiÿi’s women; May 31, 7
p.m., “Hawaii During World War II: The
(See Smithsonian Exhibit, back page)
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HSPLS Receives $1.2 Million
Federal IMLS Grant
By Paul H. Mark

T

he Hawai ÿi State Public Library System is the
recipient of a $1.2 million federal grant for fiscal year
2006 from the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS).
Each year, the IMLS distributes these funds through
state library agencies across the Nation, as part of the Library
Services and Technology Act (LSTA). The states, in turn, provide at least one dollar for
every two dollars of federal support.
“The Hawaiÿi State Public Library System would not be able to function without
this Federal funding,” said State Librarian Jo Ann Schindler. “LSTA funds have been
used to maintain and expand our automation system, acquire online databases and
other resources such as eBooks and digital audio books, purchase Online Computer
Library Center (OCLC) cataloging services and training, and pay for a portion of
Molokaÿi Public Library’s “Read 2 Me” family literacy project.”
“We are extremely grateful to the Institute of Museum and Library Services and to
our Congressional delegation, who have continued to be very supportive of our HSPLS
initiatives,” Schindler said.
IMLS is the primary source of federal support for the nation’s 122,000 libraries and 15,000 museums. The mission of IMLS is to grow and sustain a “Nation of
Learners” because life–long learning is essential to a democratic society and individual
success.
The HSPLS website: www.librarieshawaii.org provides a wealth of online database information services 24/7. Click on “Other Databases” and select from a list of
more than 40 helpful and interesting databases that the Hawaiÿi State Public Library
System offers as a free service to its library customers. To gain access to some databases, a valid HSPLS library card is needed.
Mark Your Calendars
May 10 – 41st Annual Nënë Award Presentation Ceremony,
9:30 a.m., Kaimukï High School Performing Arts Center. Kate
DiCamillo, author of 2005 award winner “Because of Winn-Dixie,”
will announce 2006 winner of the favorite book voted by the
children of Hawaiÿi in grades 4-6.
May 27-29 – Memorial Day Holiday, most libraries closed. Some
libraries will have special holiday-related hours; visit www.libraries
hawaii.org or call your local library.
June-July – 2006 HSPLS Children’s and Young Adult Summer Reading Programs: free 5-week programs at public libraries funded by a grant from major sponsor Hawaiian Telcom (grant administered by the Friends of the Library of Hawaiÿi),
and other long-standing sponsors for summer reading program incentives such
as McDonald’s Restaurants of Hawaiÿi, Hawaiÿi Pizza Hut, Jamba Juice of Hawaiÿi,
Frito-Lay of Hawaii and the UH-Mänoa Outreach College. Participants receive weekly
reading incentives while supplies last. Themes: Paws, Claws, Scales, and Tales (Children); Creature Feature (Young Adult). For more information: call your local library.
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Inspired by true events,
the film tracks a team
of assassins who mount
a secret war of revenge
against the murderers.

By Sally Walstrum, Librarian
HSL-Art, Music, Recreation Section

This is a service to get the HOTTEST
titles to you FAST! For a copy: place a
reserve – by telephone, on the library’s
computer, with a library staff member,
or from your home computer: www.
librarieshawaii.org. There is a $1.00
rental fee for a ‘Hot Picks” DVD. Loan
period is 7 days; no renewals.
BROKEBACK
MOUNTAIN
Set against the sweeping vistas of Wyoming
and Texas, two young
men meet in the summer
of 1963 and form an
unorthodox yet life-long
bond. Golden Globe
winner for Best Drama.
CHRONICLES OF
NARNIA: THE LION,
THE WITCH AND
THE WARDROBE
Four children find a
magical wardrobe leading to a mystical land
called Narnia, which is
cursed by an evil witch. With the help of
a majestic lion, the children seek to defeat
the witch and end the icy winter spell.
FAMILY STONE
The Stone family
gathers for a holiday
filled with unexpected
surprises. Before the
festivities are over, love
affairs will unravel, new
ones will form, secrets
will be revealed, and the family will
come together like never before.
MUNICH
Steven Spielberg’s explosive thriller
set in the aftermath of the murder of 11
athletes at the 1972 Munich Olympics.

LAST HOLIDAY
In this hilarious comedy
starring Queen Latifah,
a woman finds out that
her days are numbered.
She throws caution to
the wind to embark on a
lifetime of fun in just a
few weeks.
TRANSAMERICA
(release date 5/23/06)
Golden Globe winner
Felicity Huffman stars as
a pre-operative male-tofemale transsexual who
finds out that he is the
father of a teenage son, a
week before his operation.

Free Comic Book Day
@ your library

S

uperheroes, mutants, manga stars,
and ultra cute owls will be @ your
library! The fifth annual Free Comic
Book Day is coming Saturday, May
6 to four ÿOahu public libraries at ÿÄina
Haina, Kapolei, Liliha, and McCully–
Möÿiliÿili. Library customers will receive
a free comic book, while supplies last, by
showing their valid Hawaiÿi State Public
Library card!
Free Comic Book Day is celebrated
around the world and has given away
millions of free comic books over the
past four years. The public libraries
will have five different titles available:
Archie’s 65th Anniversary Bash has the
all-American teen saying good-bye to
Riverdale; in Justice League Unlimited,
the heroes are in trouble of breaking up
the team; Owly: Breakin’ the Ice is about
making friends and is wonderful for all
ages; mutants meet the children of supervillains in X-men/Runaways (plus a bonus Spider-Man story); and TOKYOPOP
Sneaks features three new manga stories.

Hillary W. Chang, Young Adult Librarian of McCully-Möÿiliÿili Public Library, enlisted the support of local comic
book store Collector Maniacs to bring
this popular event to the public libraries. Free Comic Book Day has a website
(www.freecomicbookday.com) with
graphics, a history of comic books, timelines, and other facts. For more information, call Mary Ann Collignon at Kapolei
Public Library (phone: 693–7050).

“Archipelago” Photo
Display @ Moloka’i
Library

M

olokaÿi Public Library is currently
hosting “Archipelago: Portraits
of Life in the World’s Most
Remote Island Sanctuary,” a traveling
exhibition, through Friday, May 19. This
photo display by the award-winning
photography team of Susan Middleton
and David Liittschwager, showcases the
flora and fauna of one of the world’s
most remote areas – the Northwestern
Hawaiian Islands. The photos capture the
beauty of these remarkable creatures that
thrive in this fragile coral reef ecosystem.
Molokaÿi Public Library is located at 15
Ala Malama Street in Kaunakakai. For
more information, call the library at (808)
553-1765.

LIBRARY TOONS!
By Wayne Kaneshiro, LBPH

I’m gonna need glasses or
longer arms!
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ese-American girl, wants to learn why the
Year of the Dog is supposed to be lucky.
She makes a new friend, learns about her
cultural heritage, works on a science fair
project, and writes and illustrates a story
for a national contest in this appealing
story of family and friendship.
By Maile Davis & Vicky Dworkin, Librarians,
HSL-Edna Allyn Children’s Room

Pearl Maxner
MY HAWAIIAN
FARM
(Preschool – Gr. 2)
A little girl gives
a month-to-month
description of all the
exciting things happening on her farm
on the Big Island – from picking fruit in
January to dancing and singing with her
ÿohana in December.
Margaret Read MacDonald (retold by)
THE SQUEAKY
DOOR
(Preschool – Gr. 4)
Little Boy gets to
sleep in the big brass bed at Grandma’s
house all by himself. When Grandma
asks if he will be scared, he answers,
“No. Not Me!” But, the squeaky door
scares him, so Grandma brings the farm
animals inside to sleep in the big bed
until there are just too many!
Kate DiCamillo
THE MIRACULOUS
JOURNEY OF EDWARD TULANE
(Gr. 3-6)
Ten-year-old Abilene
Tulane owned a tall toy
rabbit made of china and real rabbit fur.
She named him Edward, dressed him in
fancy clothes and talked to him all the
time. (The author will visit Oÿahu May
10-11 to receive her 2005 Nënë Award
for Because of WinnDixie; see “Mark Your
Calendars.”)
Grace Lin
THE YEAR OF THE
DOG: A NOVEL
(Gr. 3-5)
Pacy, a young Taiwan-

Julius Lester
Jerry Pinkney, Illustrator
THE OLD AFRICAN
(Gr. 3-6)
A powerful legend
infused with magic
realism, this compelling story of the horrors of slavery also
expresses the strength of hope. The
glowing, haunting illustrations complement the lyrical text. (Illustrator Pinkney
will be a featured speaker for the annual
Children’s Literature Hawaiÿi Conference
at UH-Mänoa, June 15-17.)

The Hawaiÿi Center for the Book honored
the 2006 Letters About Literature Award
winners in a ceremony on Apr. 22 at the
Hawaiÿi State Library. Seated, from left,
Level II: Rachel Turner, grade 7, Kahuku
High & Intermediate School, for essay on
“The Bad Beginning” by Lemony Snicket;
Level III: Nikki Picciotto, grade 10, Le
Jardin Academy, for essay on “Diary of a
Young Girl” by Anne Frank; Level I: Wai
Sam Lao, grade 6, Salt Lake Elementary School, for essay on “Sadako and
the Thousand Paper Cranes” by Eleanor
Coerr; standing, from left, Level I Runner
up: Nathan Goo, Maryknoll; and Level II
Honorable Mention: Twyla Kong, Stevenson Middle School. Not in photo: Level II
Honorable Mention: Natasha Abadilla, of
Kekaha, Kauaÿi; and Jasmine Gatdula,
Highlands Intermediate School.

The Nagoya Joto Lions Club and
Hawaiÿi Kai Lions Club presented
their 19th annual gift donation to
Hawaiÿi Kai Public Library last
month at the library. Both clubs
donated $1,000, which raised the
total donation amount to about
$35,000. In addition, the Hawaiÿi Kai
Lions gave a glass case to display a
miniature Japanese bow and arrow,
sword set last year by the Nagoya
Joto Lions; which in turn gave two
Obara handicraft paper art (collages
made with Japanese paper), by artist Issei Yamauchi.
From left, Nagoya Joto Lions
President Katsuzo Kanemoto; Ann
Moriyama, Temporary Hawaiÿi Kai
Public Library Library Manager;
Bunny Lee, Charter Member, Hawaiÿi
Kai Lions; Lynn Masumoto, HSPLS
Public Libraries Branch Director;
and Clara Ozaki, Hawaiÿi Kai Lions
President.

State Librarian Jo Ann Schindler was
honored and recognized recently by the
State Senate for her outstanding leadership of the Hawaiÿi State Public Library
System. Schindler was appointed State
Librarian by the Board of Education in
October 2003. Presenting a Certificate of
Recognition to Schindler are, from left,
Sen. Norman Sakamoto, Chair of Senate Education Committee; and Senate
President Robert Bunda.

