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Apr. 6-8 – Good Friday Holiday, most 
state offices and libraries closed. Call 
your local library for holiday hours or 
visit www.librarieshawaii.org. 

Mark Your Calendars

Hawaiÿi State Public Library System              April 2007

Thomson Gale: 
Literature Resource 
Center
By Jim Long, Librarian, 
HSL-Language, Literature and History Section

T
his top-notch online literary research 
database from Thomson Gale, a 
leading publisher of electronic 
databases, gives students and other 

researchers access to more than 122,000 
literary figures and their work from 
all time periods and all literary forms 
– poetry, essays, fiction, drama, criti-
cism, biographies – and genres – gothic, 
romantic, epic, confessional – and much 
more.      
 Among its sources, it includes the 
full text of several Thomson Gale print 
publications, such as Contemporary 
Authors, the Dictionary of Literary Biog-
raphy and Merriam-Webster’s Encyclo-
pedia of Literature, as well as selections 
from Contemporary Literary Criticism, 
Nineteenth Century Literary Criticism, 
Poetry Criticism, Literature and its 
Times.
 To access Thomson Gale Literature 
Resource Center, visit HSPLS’ home 
page at http://www.librarieshawaii.org 
and click on “Other Databases,” select 
“Literature Resource Center,” to enter 
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Celebrate National Library Week

By Paul H. Mark

N
ational Library Week – a time to 
celebrate the contributions of librar-
ies, librarians and library workers 
in schools, campuses and communi-

ties nationwide – and the perfect time for 
Hawaii’s communities to come together @ 
your library.
 Hawaii’s 51 public libraries provide both 
physical and virtual spaces where people of 
all national, ethnic, and cultural backgrounds 
can gather to share and benefit from the 
collective ideas and creative works of the 
world’s authors, artists, and performers.  
 The Hawaii State Public Library System will celebrate National Library Week 
2007 (Apr. 15-21) in April. Public libraries statewide are scheduled to host a variety of 
special free programs throughout the month.                  
 Come Together @ your library is the theme of this year’s National Library Week. 
The American Library Association (ALA) selects the theme each year for this annual 
observance. 
 “Everyday, libraries in big cities and small towns, colleges and universities, in 
schools and in businesses help transform their communities,” said State Librarian Jo 
Ann Schindler.
 Nyla Fujii–Babb, one of Hawaii’s premier storytellers, and dancer/choreogra-
pher Yukie Shiroma will be featured in McDermott in Motion: Bringing to Life the 
Picture Book Art of Gerald McDermott a special performance showcasing the works 
of this Caldecott Award–winning author at public libraries statewide, Apr. 8 - 17.   
 Fujii–Babb and Shiroma will present a unique storytelling experience, enhanced 
with masks and dance, of three of McDermott’s picture books – Anansi the Spider: 
A Tale from the Ashanti, Coyote, and The Stonecutter. At press time, the programs at 
three public libraries have been confirmed: Apr. 9, 5 p.m. at Hawaii Kai; Apr. 17, 6 
p.m. at Wahiawa; and Apr. 20, 3 p.m. at Pearl City.        
 Sponsored by the Friends of the Library of Hawaii and the UH–Manoa Outreach 
College, Statewide Cultural Extension Program, this program is recommended for ages 
5 through adults. Log-on to the HSPLS website for a complete schedule of the libraries 
that are hosting McDermott in Motion: Bringing to Life the Picture Book Art of Gerald 
McDermott.

Essay Contest 
Winners Selected

T
he ability to 
overcome 
adversity 
through posi-

tive thoughts and 
actions helped to 
inspire the 2007 
Hawaii winners of 
the Library of Congress Letters About 
Literature contest.   
 Jenna Bleu Forti, Gerrit DeWeese 
and Sarah Panoke are scheduled to read 
aloud their winning essays on Saturday, 
Apr. 28 at 11:30 a.m., at the Hawaii 
Center for the Book’s Award Ceremony 
in the Lobby of the Hawaii State Library. 
The public is invited to attend this annual 
awards ceremony to meet the State win-
ners and runners-up.
 Letters About Literature, a national 
reading and writing promotion program 
of the Center for the Book in the Library 
of Congress, is presented in partnership 
with  Target Stores. To enter, young read-
ers write a personal letter to an author 
explaining how his or her work changed 
their view of the world or themselves. 
Readers can select authors from any 
genre – fiction or nonfiction, contempo-
rary or classic.  
 There are three competition levels: 
I for upper elementary, II for middle 
school, and III for senior high school. 
The contest theme encourages young 
readers to explore his or her personal 
response to a book then express that 

See Essay Contest Winners, page 2

the Infotrac website and then Thomson 
Gale Literature Resource Center. You 
will need a valid library card number 
if you are accessing this database from 
home.
 This database can be searched six 
different ways from the main Search 
screen: the usual Author, Title, Keyword 
and Advanced searches, as well as a Lit-
erary-Historical Timeline search, which 
will enable you to find other authors and 
works within an historical period, and an 
Author-by-Type search, which enables 
you to narrow your search for authors 
or works by five different categories: by 
ethnicity, nationality, genre, theme or by 
literary movement or time period. 
 The results of your search are re-
turned in as many as five tabbed folders:
	 •		Biographies – leads to links to 
biographical articles on the author from 
a variety of reference sources as well as 
scholarly journals
	 •		Literary criticism, Articles & 
Work overviews – these three subfold-
ers contain links to critical articles and 
reviews
	 •		Bibliographies – two subfolders 
contain links to lists of “Works by the 
author” and “Works about the Author”  
	 •		Additional resources – contains 
links to Internet Web sites related to the 
author or the work, as well as a Themes 
subfolder that contains links to mate-
rial on other writers dealing with similar 
themes 
	 •		Literary-Historical timeline 
– provides a timeline of the author’s life, 
providing an overview of the social and 
historical context of the author’s work 

Fujii-Babb Shiroma

By Wayne Kaneshiro, LBPH

Do you have any Scratch ‘n Sniff books?

LIBRARY TOONS!

Pearl City Public Library celebrated the 50th Anniversary of “The Cat in the Hat” last 
month with a program entitled “Dr. Seuss is on the Loose!”  Library staff members read 

aloud “The Cat in the Hat” 
and other Dr. Seuss favorites 
before a crowd of 80 people. 
From left, Joyce Felmet, 
Karen Chun, Les Yanagi, 
Lillian Ulgaran, Irmagard 
Pickard, and Lisa Komatsu-
Liu gather in front of a small 
stage designed by Komatsu-
Liu for her reading of “Hooper 
Humperdink...Not Him!” The 
stage set included little crafted 
people who represented a 
name from the alphabet.

 A comprehensive “Guide to Con-
ducting Literary Research” is included, 
designed to help you with all aspects of 
composing your research paper, from 
choosing a topic and crafting a thesis to 
compiling a bibliography and revising 
your final draft.
 Literature Resource Center is pro-
vided through Federal Library Services 
and Technology Act (LSTA) funding, 
which is administered by the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services (IMLS).  
 Next month: Ferguson’s Career 

Guidance Center 
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By Sally Walstrum, Librarian, 
HSL – Art, Music, Recreation Section 

THE FIRST BAT-
TLE: THE BATTLE 
FOR EQUALITY 
IN WAR-TIME 
HAWAII
With war fears rising, 
a council for inter-
racial unity organized 
in Honolulu in 1939 
in support of Hawaii’s large Japanese-an-
cestry community. On Dec. 7, 1941, they 
sprang into action. Where 120,000 per-
sons of Japanese ancestry were relocated 
from the West Coast and interned, the 
behind-the-scenes battle for justice and 
equality set Hawaii on a different course.

THE GUARDIAN
Kevin Costner and 
Ashton Kutcher star 
in this story of a leg-
endary rescue swim-
mer in the twilight of 
his career who is sent 
to teach at an elite 
Coast Guard train-
ing program. There he knocks heads with 
a cocky swimming champ who’s more 
interested in breaking records than saving 
lives.  

INVINCIBLE
Inspired by a true 
story, Mark Wahlberg 
stars as Vince Papale, 
a down-on-his-luck 
teacher and part-time 
bartender. Papale lives 
every fan’s fantasy of 
moving from the stands to the field when 
he makes it onto his hometown’s profes-
sional football team during an open tryout. 

THE LAND HAS EYES
A young South Pacific Islander redeems 
her family’s name by exposing the 
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secrets of her island’s 
most powerful people. 
This movie was Fiji’s 
Official 2005 submis-
sion to the Academy 
Awards for Oscar 
consideration. 

WHEN THE 
LEVEES BROKE
Spike Lee’s docu-
mentary shows 
distinct perspectives 
on the pivotal events 
that preceded and 
followed Hurricane 
Katrina’s pas-
sage through New 
Orleans, a catastrophe during which the 
divide between race and class lines has 
never been more pronounced.  

By Sheryl Lynch, Young Adult Librarian,
Liliha Public Library

Susan Fletcher
ALPHABET OF 
DREAMS
(Gr. 7-12)
Fourteen-year-old 
Mitra, of royal Persian 
lineage, and her 
5-year-old brother 
Babak, whose dreams 
foretell the future, 
flee for their lives in the company of the 
magus Melchoir and two other Zoroas-
trian priests. 

Gene Yang
AMERICAN BORN 
CHINESE
(Gr. 7-12)
Winner of the 2007 
Michael L. Printz 
award, this graphic 
novel weaves together 
three seemingly 
unrelated stories to 
blend into a memorable tale of growing 
up Chinese American.

Patricia McCormick
SOLD
(Gr. 9-12)
Thirteen-year-old 
Lakshmi leaves her 
poor mountain home 
in Nepal thinking that 
she is going to work 
in the city as a maid. 
Instead, she has been 
sold to a brothel in India, and there is no 
hope of escape.  

Dorothy Hoobler
A SAMURAI NEV-
ER FEARS DEATH: 
A MYSTERY
(Gr. 5-8)
Returning home to 
investigate the pos-
sible connection of 
his family’s tea shop 
with smugglers, Seikei, now a samurai 

in 18th -century Japan, becomes involved 
in a murder at a local puppet theater, and 
saving the life of his sister’s accused 
boyfriend.  

Paul Volponi
ROOFTOP 
(Gr. 7-12)
Still reeling from see-
ing the police shoot 
his unarmed cousin to 
death on the roof of a 
New York City hous-
ing project, 17-year-
old Clay is dragged into the whirlwind of 
political manipulation that follows.    

Samantha Schutz
I DON’T WANT 
TO BE CRAZY: 
A MEMOIR OF 
ANXIETY DISOR-
DER
(Gr. 9-12)
This is a true story of 
growing up, breaking 
down, and coming 
to grips with a psychological disorder. 
When the author first left home for col-
lege, she was excited by the possibilities 
but as pressures increased, she began to 
suffer anxiety attacks that would leave 
her mentally shaken and physically inca-
pacitated. Thus began a hard road of dis-
covery and coping, powerfully rendered 
in this poetry memoir.  

 Here is a sampling of other National 
Library Week 2007 programs at public 
libraries sponsored by the Friends of 
the Library of Hawaii, unless otherwise 
noted:
	 •		Apr. 16, Nalani 
Olds He Ala Kula’iwi: 
An Ancestral Pathway, 1 
p.m. at Naalehu, 6 p.m. 
at Pahala; call (808) 939-
2442 / (808) 928-2015
	 •		Apr. 16, 6 p.m. 
– 8 p.m., Soap Crafting 
Workshop at Ewa Beach, 
create your own special soap, for all 
ages; call 689-1204
	 •		Apr. 17, 5 p.m., Kyogen On the 

Go! at Kailua-Kona, one-play Japanese 
comedy followed by a workshop; for 
ages 10 to adults; call (808) 327-4327 
	 •		Apr. 18, 10:30 a.m., Puppet Times 
with Christy Lipps at Aiea, favorite 
children’s stories, finger plays and sing-
along songs, for ages 3 and up, sponsored 
by Friends of Aiea Library; call 483-7333
	 •		Apr. 18, 6:30 p.m., Folk Arts of 
China with Barbara Chung Ho at Kalihi-
Palama, call 832-3466
	 •		Apr. 18, 6:30 p.m., Island Kine 
Tales with Janice Terukina at Kapolei; 
call 693-7050
	 •		Apr. 19, 10:30 a.m., Spring is in the 
Air with Oogles n Googles at Waimanalo, 
interactive show for preschoolers accom-
panied by a parent; call 259-2610
	 •		Apr. 19, 6:30 p.m., Calling All 
Teen Poets at Liliha, come to a workshop 
conducted by local poet Sue Cowing (My 
Dog has Flies), for ages 12 and up; call 
587-7577
	 •		Apr. 19, 7 p.m., 
Meet Author Jackie 
Pias Carlin at Lanai, 
her book Spirit of the 
Village: a Maui Mem-
oir is about growing 
up on a Maui sugar 
plantation camp; call 
(808) 565-7920  
	 •		Apr. 21, Mililani:10:30 a.m., 
Bunny Storytime; 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Meet 
Live Rabbits from the Hawaii All-Breed 
Rabbit Club, for all ages; call 627-7470
	 •		Apr. 24, 6:30 p.m., African Dance 
and Drumming at Kapolei; call 693-7050 
	 •		Apr. 25, 
time to be 
determined, 
Meet Children’s 
Author/Illus-
trator Edna 
Cabcabin Moran 
at Waimea (Kauai), the Garden Island 
is the setting for Moran’s new Hawaiian 
Picture book The Sleeping Giant: A Tale 
from Kauai; call for program time (808) 
338-6848
 Program schedules are subject to 
change. Call the hosting library as soon as 
possible if a sign language interpreter or 
other special accommodation is needed.
 For more program information, log-
on to the HSPLS website: www.libraries-
hawaii.org or call your local library.

response in a creative, original way.
 Level I winner Forti, a 5th grader 
from Aina Haina Elementary School, 
wrote to author Gail Carson Levine how 
Ella Enchanted “helped me realize that 
I am not the only one out there” with 
problems. Just as she writes, “With Ella 
Enchanted, I wanted to know more about 
this sad story because it doesn’t ever 
really finish explaining until the very last 
chapter,” the judge found himself coming 
back to read her moving letter over and 
over again.
 Level II winner DeWeese, a 7th 
grader from Kahuku High and Intermedi-
ate School, said that he picked up Surfing 
the Himalayas when a broken eardrum 
kept him from surfing for two months. 
He admited to author Frederick Lenz that 
although he doesn’t “think about life as 
deeply as” the snowboarder in the story, 
the book made him think about look-
ing for the positive in seemingly nega-
tive situations. The judge commended 
DeWeese’s modesty, stating that he 
“shows great promise both as a thinker 
and an adventurer.”
 Level III winner Panoke, a sopho-
more from Nanakuli High and Interme-
diate School, told William Golding that 
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when she read The Lord of the Flies, “I 
felt as if I were an additional character 
in your book.” She understood the fear, 
hate and other feelings of the children 
and found in Ralph a role model who can 
help her be independent and think for 
herself.  
 The winning essays, selected from 
hundreds of entries written by Hawaii 
students, have been submitted to the 
national contest. Winners of the national 
contest will be selected by the Library 
of Congress Center for the Book and 
honored at the National Book Festival on 
Sept. 29 in Washington, D.C.
 Each Hawaii winner will receive a 
check for $150 plus a gift card from Tar-
get Stores, the national sponsor of Letters 
About Literature.  
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T he Hawaii State Public Library Sys-
tem unveiled JAWS and ZoomText 
assistive software programs in a 

news conference last month at the 
Hawaii State Library.
 JAWS for Windows is a screen 
reading program that assists low vision 
and blind users in browsing the web 
and accessing the library’s catalog or 
online databases. ZoomText magnifies 
a document up to 36 times its original 
size to assist visually-impaired custom-
ers, and uses a voice synthesizer to 
read it aloud. The following six public 
libraries each have one designated In-
ternet computer with the two programs 
available for use: Pearl City, Kaneohe, 
Manoa, Waianae, Molokai, and the Ha-
waii State Library. Customers may use 
these in-library use software programs 
free of charge, following the normal 
procedure of reserving an Internet 
computer. Here, Charlene Ota, a long-
time Library for the Blind & Physically 
Handicapped customer, demonstrates 
JAWS for Windows. Note – customers 
will need to bring their own headphones 
for listening.


