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Donations Benefit
Public Libraries

D

recent recipients of real estate books
donated by the State of Hawaii, Hawaii
Real Estate Commission, Hawaii
Chapter of Community Associations
Institute (CAI), and the Foundation
for Community Association Research.
The collections of publications, valued
at $1,500, are a part of the Foundation
for Community Association Research’s
Adopt-a-Library program.
Interested individuals, companies, organizations or service groups
who would like to make a donation or
provide a special service to your local
library, are asked to contact the library
manager for ideas and assistance.

uring the 2009 Holiday Season,
several community organizations
have made generous donations to
their favorite library or Friends
organization. Here are a few noteworthy examples from Hawaii’s public
libraries:
Lahaina Public Library is the
recipient of more than $3,500 worth
of books from the North Beach West
Maui Benefit Fund, a Hawaii non-profit
organization. This donation has made it
possible for the Library to replace more
than 100 books in the Early Reader
section, and a portion of the donation
will enhance the Hawaii and Pacific Island Collection. The North Beach West
Maui Benefit Fund was established in
2008 to administer projects that will
assist these Maui communities.
enjamin “Buddy” Bess, PubWailuku Public Library has
lisher of independent Honolulu
received an estimated 150 new and
book publishing company Bess
gently-used books from an Iao IntermePress, presented the Hawaii State
diate School community service project. Public Library System a generous
Computer teacher Mr. Hansen and his
donation of two recent Top 20 Beststudents conducted a “Holiday Book
sellers – 3,000 copies each of “Hawaii
Drive” for the Library, and collected
Warrior Football: A Story of Faith,
a wide variety of children’s and other
Hope and Redemption” and “IZ: Voice
books. Most of the
books will be added
to the Library’s collection, and some
will be included in
the Bookmobile’s
collection. The
Library staff would
like to say “mahalo
nui loa” to Mr. Hansen and his students
for their donation.
Four additional
libraries – KailuaKona Public
Library (Hawaii),
Joining Buddy Bess, Bess Press Publisher (wearing lei) in the
Kaneohe Public
book presentation on December 3, 2009 are (from left) Carol
Library, Liliha
Mon Lee, Chairperson of the Board of Education’s Committee
Public Library and
on Legislation, Public Charter Schools & Public Libraries; Susan
Nakata of Library Development Services; Ann Fujioka of TechMililani Public Linical Support Services; and State Librarian Richard Burns.
brary – are the most

Book Publishers
Support Libraries

B

of the People.”
“Hawaii Warrior Football,” written by J. David Miller and features a
foreward by former UH Head Football
Coach June Jones, is the most authoritative and significant book in the history of University of Hawaii football.
Author Rick Carroll’s book “IZ:
Voice of the People,” which includes a
foreward by Marlene Kuupua Kamakawiwoole, wife of the late Israel
Kamakawiwoole, presents the life and
times of one of Hawaii’s greatest musicians.
The books are worth a combined
total of more than $100,000, and will
be added to the sports and music collections, respectively. Other book copies are scheduled to be part of various
library promotions in the near future.
In addition, Bess Press will provide
a substantial discount on book titles for
Hawaii’s public libraries through June
2010.
Mahalo nui loa to Buddy Bess,
Bess Press, and all the Hawaii book
publishers who have made donations
to support Hawaii’s public libraries!
Interested authors or book publishers
who would like to make a donation that
would benefit readers statewide should
call the Office of the State Librarian at
586-3704.
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Staffing Shortages
Impact Library
Services and Hours

T

o meet a 20% cut to our general
fund budget, the Hawaii State
Public Library System has frozen
all vacant positions, drastically
reduced funds for books and other materials, severely reduced temporary and student hires, and negotiated a
30-day furlough plan for the 2009-2011
Fiscal Biennium, which will end June
30, 2011.
The hiring freeze, which has affected all state departments and has
been in effect for nearly eighteen
months, is particularly damaging to
library operations. With a staff of just
556 positions to provide programs and
services through our 51 public libraries
statewide, recent staff retirements have
increased our vacancy rate to 16% of
our total positions.
As staffing levels continue to
be stretched to extremes, it will be
increasingly difficult to maintain
the same schedule of public service
days and hours, and the same level of
programming and services that patrons
have enjoyed in the past. For some
branches, unexpected emergencies or
occasional staffing shortages may force
short-term, temporary closings or even
a reduction in public service hours.
We ask all library users for their
continued patience and understanding
as our staff strives to provide the best
possible customer service in the face
of mounting staffing shortages and an
inadequate budget. Mahalo for supporting the Hawaii State Public Library
System!
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Library Fundraisers Collect
More Than $268,000

S

tatewide fund-raising campaigns – the Hawaii State Public Library System’s
“Keep Your Library Open!” and the Friends of the Library of Hawaii’s
“Keep the Doors Open!” - have combined to collect over $268,000 in monetary donations since they began in September 2009. The fundraisers, which are
being conducted simultaneously, were initiated
in response to unprecedented budget restrictions
that threatened to close public libraries.
“We would like to extend a heartfelt mahalo
to all who have offered donations to our on-going
fundraisers,” said State Librarian Richard Burns.
“You have truly demonstrated your love and support of our public libraries during these difficult
From left, Dr. Lawrence K.W.
economic times.”
Tseu, Dr. Lei Ahu Isa, Board of
Here are a couple of notable highlights to our Education 1st Vice Chairperson,
and State Librarian Richard
“Keep Your Library Open!” campaign:
Burns.
Dr. Lawrence K.W. Tseu,
a prominent Honolulu dentist
and philanthropist, presented
a $20,000 donation to the Hawaii State Public Library System on December 17, 2009 to
celebrate the “Christmas Spirit
of Giving” at a special Hawaii
State Library ceremony. Dr.
Tseu has fond memories of
using the Library quite often as
a young student in the 1940s,
From left, officials of the Friends of Salt Lake-Moanalua
and would like to encourage
Public Library and other participants gather at the
others to make a donation to
Library for the ceremony: Vice President Diane Sakai;
the fundraising efforts.
Jane Tanimoto, Grant Tanimoto, past President of
Salt Lake Community Association; Duane Wenzel,
The Friends of Salt
Library Branch Manager; Board Member Jonathan
Lake-Moanalua Public
Kajiwara, who has donated Christmas trees to the LiLibrary received a generous
brary for more than 10 years; Treasurer Francis Wong;
See Library Fundraisers, page 2

President Beverly Wong; and past President Elizabeth
Gueso.

Mark Your Calendars
Jan. 13, 27 – Furlough Wednesdays; all public libraries and administrative offices
will be closed.
Jan. 18 – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Holiday; all libraries closed. For public service hours, visit www.librarieshawaii.org or call your local library.
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Library Fundraisers, from front page

By Vicky Bowie, Children’s Librarian, Pearl City
Public Library

Gary Paulsen
MUDSHARK
(Gr. 3-6) Mudshark’s
the guy all the kids go
to when they have a
mystery to solve, until
a psychic parrot arrives
in the library.
Dana Meachan Rau
TOP 10 CATS FOR
KIDS (Gr. 3-6) If
you’re looking for the
best pet cat for you,
find out about ten different breeds’ appearance, their general behavior and needs.
Tammy Paikai
TOO MANY
MANGOS
(Pre-K-Gr. 1) Kama
and Nani, two young
Hawaiians, help their
grandpa pick mangos from a giant
mango tree.
Doreen Rappaport
ELEANOR, QUIET
NO MORE
(Gr. 2-5) A picture
book biography of Eleanor Roosevelt which
uses her words to demonstrate how she
lived her life and how it led to positive
outcomes.
LaurenceYep
CITY OF FIRE
(Gr. 5-7) Scirye and
her friends journey to
Houlani, a new Hawaiian island, where they
try to stop Mr. Roland
from gaining the power
to alter the fabric of the universe.

donation of $4,740.34 from the now
defunct Salt Lake Community Association on December 10, 2009. Through
the efforts of Friends’ Treasurer Francis
Wong, who also served as treasurer
for the former Salt Lake Community
Association, the remaining balance of
funds were transferred to the Friends
of Salt Lake-Moanalua Public Library.
The donation will be used by Salt
Lake-Moanalua Public Library to
purchase library materials and fund
special programs for all ages.
Patrons are invited to make a
tax-deductible monetary donation to
their local library – checks may be
made payable to the Hawaii State
Public Library System, designating the
local library on the check memo line.

Contributions will be used to support
the operations of the Hawaii State
Public Library System such as purchasing library materials, providing funds
for core services and programs, and
for other operational expenses. Donations may also be mailed to: Office
of the State Librarian, Administrative
Services Branch, 44 Merchant Street,
Honolulu, HI 96813.
Collection totals are posted on the
HSPLS website: www.librarieshawaii.
org. The Friends of the Library of
Hawaii is able to accept credit card
donations to their “Keep the Doors
Open” campaign either over the phone
(call 536-4174) or at their website,
www.friendsofthelibraryofhawaii.org,
which also updates donation totals on a
regular basis.

“Keiko and
Louie” a Tale of
Best Friends
By Paul H. Mark

T

he Honolulu Theatre for Youth will
present a special performance of
“Keiko and Louie: Best Best
Friends (Mostly),” a play created by Daniel A. Kelin, II, from January
11 – March 25 at 25 public libraries statewide. Admission is free.
“Keiko and Louie,” a story about the trials and tribulations of friendship, will be performed at public libraries on Maui, Kauai, the Big Island,
and Oahu. In the storyline, Louie needs a friend. Keiko loves to make friends.
When Louie and Keiko find each other, they also discover the ups and downs,
the fun and trouble of friendship.
The “Keiko and Louie” performances are sponsored by a major grant
from the Friends of the Library of Hawaii, Marriott Resorts Hawaii, Ko Olina
Resort & Marina, HMS Host, Meadow Gold Dairies, and Hawaiian Telcom,
with additional funding provided by the National Endowment for the Arts. In
addition, the City and County of Honolulu is also providing funding support
for Oahu library performances.
The 30-minute interactive play combines humor, movement and participation to engage young audiences directly in the performance. It is recommended
for ages 3 and older. Children must be accompanied by a parent or caregiver.
Visit the HSPLS website: www.librarieshawaii.org for a complete listing
of performances. Call the hosting library two weeks in advance on Oahu, three
weeks in advance for Neighbor Island libraries, if a sign language interpreter
or other special accommodation is needed, or for more information. Program
schedules are subject to change

By Mary Ann Collignon, Young Adult Librarian,
Kapolei Public Library

Julie Halpern
INTO THE WILD
NERD YONDER:
MY LIFE ON THE
DORK SIDE
(Gr. 9-12)
As her best friends
transform into punk
poseurs in their
sophomore year, Jesse, a self-professed
“mathelete,” tours through the high
school cliques and takes a surprising
stop enroute to the Dungeons & Dragons crowd, who out-nerd everyone!
Can you ever change back, or do you
want to?
David Whitley
MIDNIGHT CHARTER
(Gr. 7-10)
“Being dead was
colder than Mark expected.” But 12-yearold Mark survives the
mysterious plague and
finds his fate intertwined with that of
Lily, another 12-year-old. Lily is an apprentice to Count Stelli in the city state
of Agora, where everything is for sale,
debt is death, and the Midnight Charter
is their destiny.
Peter Abrahams
REALITY CHECK
(Gr. 9-12)
Football star Cody is
dating Clea, the hottest
and smartest girl in his
high school, until her
father sends her to a
posh boarding school.
Cody is depressed after a knee injury
ends his sports career, and drops out of
school. When he learns that his girlfriend has disappeared at her school, he
desperately tries to find her.
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Jennifer Jabaley
LIPSTICK APOLOGY
(Gr. 9-12) When Emily’s parents are killed
in a plane crash, she
is left to struggle not
only with her loss but
also with solving the
mystery of her mother’s last words,
scrawled in lipstick on a tray table:
“Emily please forgive me.”
Becca Fitzpatrick
HUSH, HUSH
(Gr. 9-12) Nora is
drawn to Patch, a new
high school biology
class partner. Suddenly Patch seems to
be everywhere she is,
and Nora becomes
involved in an ancient battle between
good and evil.
Tish Cohen
LITTLE BLACK
LIES
(Gr. 8-12) Sara tries
to fit in at a new, elite
school and invents a
new persona for herself to conceal family
problems. But then the
plan backfires, and she is trapped in a
web of lies and deceit.

Award-winning actor and scholar
Terence Knapp presented “The Life
and Legacy of Father Damien” to an
audience of more than 60 people at
Kaimuki Public Library on December
20, 2009. Of all the parts the veteran
actor has played, Knapp said he
identifies most with Father Damien.
His role in “Damien,” a dramatic
monologue by Aldyth Morris, has defined the actor ever since he first presented it at the University of Hawaii’s
Kennedy Theatre in 1976. Knapp
shared information and his insights
about Father Damien of Molokai, who
was canonized as Hawaii’s first saint
by Pope Benedict XVI on October 11,
2009.
Photo courtesy of Kaimuki Public Library

The Hawaii State Public
Library System broke
ground for the new
“green” North Kohala
Public Library (Big Island) on April 24, 2009.
The Library is located
on a 3.8 acre parcel of
land donated by Surety
Kohala Corporation.
The $7.8 million, 6,000
square foot Library
was designed by CDS
International, and will replace Bond Memorial Public Library, a 1,610 square foot
Hawaiian-style building which has served the community of Kohala since January
1929. Here, the new Library is taking shape, and a grand opening is tentatively
scheduled for later this year.

