
Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale NMS, 726 S. Kihei Rd., Kihei HI 96753 https://hawaiihumpbackwhale.noaa.gov

Sea Horse (Lio kai)
Fun Tail Facts:
• Sea horses have a prehensile (grasping) tail 

that they can use to hold onto corals and 
grasses.

• When fighting over things like territory or 
food, sea horses use their powerful tails to 
fight with each other.
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• National Aquarium of NZ: Breakfast Time for Seahorse:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KKqYJdECEVA

• Seahorse Spotlight: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_HALABqILjg
• Patrick Ching on How to Draw a Sea Horse:

http://www.waikikiaquarium.org/experience/virtual/marine-animal-

drawing-lessons/
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SEA HORSES
• Sea horses prefer to swim in pairs, where they link their

• tails together!

• Sea horses can only live up to 5 years in the wild.

• Some sea horses can change the color of their body to avoid predators by blending

into the color of underwater plants.

• Sea horses have small pectoral fins located near the back of their head that they use

for steering as they swim!

• Sea horses don’t have any teeth or even a stomach.

• Up to 1,500 baby sea horses may be born at one time!

• Sea horses are actually fish and have gills that they use to breathe.

• It is the male sea horse, not the female, that takes care of sea horse eggs.

• One sea horse can eat up to 3,000 brine shrimp in one day!

• Sea horses are fish but don’t have any scales on their body.

• A sea horse has great eyesight sight and can even move each eye independently!

• Sea horses are the slowest swimming fish in the ocean.

• When eating, a sea horse sucks up their prey (tiny fish and crustaceans) into the

snout like a vacuum cleaner!

• Only 5 out of every 1,000 sea horse babies make it to adulthood!  The rest are eaten

by other animals like crabs, rays, and even tuna!



Sea Horse Coloring Sheet



Where does a sea horse live?
Draw in and color its habitat below!



CRAFT PROJECT

Sea Horse Art

Make a garden of Sea Horse Puppets. 

• Fold a paper plate in half.

• Note that the curved back is on the

outside edge of the plate.

• Trace the pattern below onto the

paper plate, lining up the back of

the sea horse on the outside edge

of the plate.

• Because you folded the paper

plate in half, you will have 2 sea

horse cut-outs.  Tape a chop stick

between them and staple or tape

them together and decorate it.



Sea Horse Word Search
Circle the words in the puzzle below!
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